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Welcome from the Mayor
At the AGM of Woodbridge Town Council on Tuesday 14th May 2019, Councillor
Eamonn O'Nolan was elected Mayor of Woodbridge for the Civic Year 2019-20.
“I am delighted to become the new Mayor of Woodbridge. I moved here because I
fell in love with the town and the wonderful countryside which surrounds it. As a
passionate campaigner for the environment, I intend to spend my time as Mayor
introducing measures which will hopefully enable the town to begin the task of
preserving the habitat in which we live.
The first of these initiatives will be the declaration of a Climate Emergency in Woodbridge. The facts are indisputable – we face a disaster in our own lifetimes, and I
hope and expect that the people of Woodbridge will support us as we start the
process.
Now is also a great time to start a Youth Forum in Woodbridge. Greta Thunberg and
others have shown us that young people, if given a voice, can make an important
contribution to their local and national community, and help us as a Council to
make better decisions.
A Neighborhood Plan is also something in which I am keenly interested. In Woodbridge, a Neighborhood Plan will enable us all to define the kind of town we wish to
live in. We can specify the type of housing the town needs, where we wish to build
it, and the kind of shops, offices and other developments we want. We can even influence
what the new buildings will look like. We can also protect the green spaces in the town,
which are becoming more vital to our survival. “
Eamonn was born in Dublin, worked throughout the world, and retired to Woodbridge. He is
married to Catherine, who has herself just been elected to the Town Council. They share
seven children, and their lives are busy ones. Eamonn has been a Community First Responder
in Woodbridge for three years. He and Catherine have a passion for sailing, and if they’re not
drifting down the Deben, they’ll be walking their dog Luna, in a forest or on a nearby beach.
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Town Clerk’s report
Welcome to this, our third edition of the Town Council’s newsletter. Since the last edition we
have had the local council elections and it is my pleasure to introduce the new Council to
you.
You can see on pages two and three your new Council, a little bit about them and their contact details. You will see on page four the headlines of the budget for the current financial
year. The Council have kept the increase to 0.7%, which is considerably below the national
increase of 4.7%.
As I write this our gardener is busy planting up the beds in Elmhurst Park so summer must
really be here. If you get the opportunity, I would really urge you to visit the Town’s opens
spaces. A favourite at this time of year for me is Fen Meadow where the orchids are stunning.
Enjoy the Town over the Summer and we will be back in touch in the Autumn.
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Councillor Eamonn O’Nolan, Mayor
of Woodbridge.

Meet your new Councillors
Following the Town and Parish Council elections held on Thursday 2nd May 2019, fifteen Councillors were elected to Woodbridge
Town Council, with one seat unoccupied in Kyson. All elected Councillors sit on the full Town Council, whilst at our AGM held on Tuesday 14th May 2019, Councillors were assigned to our committees and as representatives for local organisations, the details of which
can be found on our website. To introduce our new Town Councillors to you, they have each been asked to write about themselves
using fifty words or less!

Farlingaye
Ski Evans - I went to school in Wood-

Sharon Miller - I have lived in Suffolk

bridge and have a son that has been
educated in Woodbridge. As a councillor in Farlingaye Ward, I am keen to
encourage youth engagement in Town
Council projects, promote forums that
give young people a voice in local affairs
and help develop initiatives that young
people care about.

and specifically the Woodbridge area
for the past 25 years. My working life
has been focused on working
with vulnerable people, and my most
recent role was working with Adult
Social Care in Suffolk. I consider my
role as a Town Councillor being one of
representing local views.

Martin Wilks - I moved to Bawdsey in
2000 and inland to Woodbridge 5 years
ago. I’m a psychologist and mindfulness
teacher; also a musician and entertainer. Throughout adult life I’ve involved
myself in community building; an ecoactivist since the mid 80’s, I’m ready &
willing to serve in engaging with the
21st century challenges/opportunities
facing us Woodbridge folk.

Sheena Rawlings - I have lived
around Woodbridge all my life and
moved into the town in 2005. I am a
retired nurse and have worked in a
variety of specialities in my career
ranging from theatres to psychiatry.
My final position was training intermediate life support. This is my second term as a Councillor.

Patrick Gillard - I was raised in
Yorkshire but have lived in Suffolk
for 30 years and in Woodbridge for
nearly 20. I wrote dictionaries for
25 years but now I teach in a local
primary school (and it's great fun!).
When not working I love to cycle or
play Irish music.

Eamonn O’Nolan (Mayor) - We
will be declaring a Climate Emergency in Woodbridge. The facts are
indisputable – we face a disaster in
our own lifetimes, and I hope and
expect that the people of Woodbridge will support us as we start
the process.

Sue Bale (Deputy Mayor) - I went to

At the time of going to press this
position was vacant.

Kyson

primary school in Woodbridge and secondary school in Framlingham. I want
to work with fellow councillors to develop sustainable long-term plans for
the benefit of all residents. We have to
address climate and environmental
concerns, the needs of young people,
local transport, and the affordability
of housing.
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What do our Councillors do?
We are often asked what Councillors do. Their role is varied, our Councillors are at the third tier of local government with decisions
made being the responsibility of the whole Council. Councillors are un-paid and provide their time and service as a civic duty. Councillors contribute to decisions in the interest of the community and are accessible to the electorate. In addition to attending Town Council meetings our Councillors sit on various committees and represent the Council on external bodies. Our Committees are Amenities,
Finance and Staffing, Highways and Planning.

Riverside
Geoff Holdcroft - I moved to Suffolk
in 1985 to work at BT Adastral Park
and finally ended up in BT’s Brightstar
business incubator helping to create
fledging businesses. I am a Director of
Choose Woodbridge, Chairman of the
Woodbridge Regatta Association and
a member of the Lions Club.

Sarah Thompson - I have had a varied working life in London, South
Africa and America, latterly a teacher
in Suffolk. I’ve lived in Woodbridge
for four years, a wish fulfilled since I
came to East Anglia. I am keen to
ensure that all residents of our town
are treated equally, with respect and
their money spent wisely.

Martin Sylvester - Married with three

Catherine Walsh - I Trained
and worked as a primary school
teacher and at The Anchor in
Woodbridge. Keen to listen and
help the individual people of
Woodbridge with any future ideas
and problems that may have, in
order to keep Woodbridge the
near perfect town to live in.

daughters having lived in Woodbridge
since 1981. Elected May 2003, honoured
to be Town Mayor on three occasions.
Past Board member of Suffolk Heritage
Housing Association, current Seckford
Foundation Governor and Woodbridge
Museum Trustee. Long association with
Woodbridge Round Table, 41 Club and
Deben Yacht Club.

Seckford
Caroline Blois - I decided when I
retired that as I had lived in Woodbridge for 20 years, it was time I gave
something back to the town I love
living in, and hence I have represented Seckford Ward since 2011. With
Snape Maltings International Concert
Hall nine miles away, I cannot think of
a nicer place to live.

John Jewers - I was raised in Woodbridge and went to St Mary's Primary
School and then Farlingaye High
School. I studied Philosophy and History at UEA and then Philosophy and
Public affairs for a Master’s at University College Dublin. I also write for
BBC Radio Norfolk and the Eastern
Angles Theatre Group.

Chris Mapey - Born & raised here,
Chris feels privileged to call Woodbridge home. He & Sarah have run
The Angel pub on Theatre Street
since 2009. He’s also a volunteer director of Choose Woodbridge & part
of the team that won the "Highly
Commended” award for Woodbridge
in the 2018 GB High Street awards.

Aidan Semmens - Poet and freelance editor Aidan Semmens,
a former columnist for the Ipswich
Star and Eastern Daily Press, has
lived in Suffolk for almost 25 years,
and in Woodbridge for 15. He is an
enthusiastic dog-walker and wildlife photographer, and a long-time
Green Party member.
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Budget increase kept to 0.7%
The Council set and approved the budget for 2019/2020 in January. The good news is that the increase in the precept, the part
that is made up of the Council Tax element, was only 0.7%, compared to 4.7% nationally. In reality, this means that the Council Tax
payment for a Band D house rises from £99.28 in 2018/2019 to £99.97 in 2019/2020.
The budget, as approved by Town Council, is made up of the following headlines:

Actual
2017-2018

Budget
2017-2018

Actual
Apr – Sep 2018

Budget
2018/2019

Budget
2019/2020

Amenities

94,889

70,900

45,833

79,908

91,333

Organisation

151,742

151,193

83,696

153,502

167,326

Other expenditure including Partnership and Community Wellbeing

64,533

63,000

41,477

86,950

94,000

Total Expenditure

311,156

285,093

171,006

320,960

352,659

Total Income
Total Expenditure – Income
New Projects
Council Tax to a Band D
house

51,263

43,443

48,705

46,999

55,234

259,893

241,650

122,301

273,961

297,425

Expenditure:

29,200
99.28

99.97

Have you thought about hiring our premises and facilities?
Woodbridge and Woodbridge Town Council have a great range of open spaces
and public buildings which can be hired for private, charitable or commercial
events. For information on hiring Elmhurst Park, Kingston Field, Whisstocks
Place and the Shire Hall please visit our website. For information about hiring
the Tide Mill and Woodbridge Community Hall please email:
enquiries.woodbridgetidemill@gmail.com
or woodbridgecommunityhall@gmail.com

Dates for the diary
Sunday 14th July - Big Family Day Out - Kingston Field
Saturday 21st & Sunday 22nd September - Shuck Festival Whisstocks Place
Sunday 3rd November - Boat Jumble - Whisstocks Place

Allotments
The Council is looking for more space in Woodbridge to create new allotments. If you know of any suitable land please would you let the Deputy
Town Clerk know on deputytownclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk

Honorary Harbourmaster
The Council is pleased to announce that Mr Michael Dale remains in post
as Harbourmaster for the Whisstocks and Tide Mill Quays. He can be contacted on harbourmaster@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk
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Local Company Vows to Support Woodbridge
The tru7group have entered into an agreement with Woodbridge Town Council that they
hope will never have to be used; that is to block the gap if the Whisstocks floodgate were
ever to fail.
Woodbridge Town Council, tru7group and the Environment Agency have worked together to produce a contingency plan should the Whisstocks floodgate fail to close at the
same time as an exceptional flood happen at the same time.
The Whisstocks floodgate is owned and managed by Woodbridge Town Council and is
only closed on receipt of an instruction received from the Flood Incident Duty Officer at
the Environment Agency.
The floodgate is 11 metres wide and weighs 3.5 tonnes. It is closed by means of battery
operated high tension cables that pull it into place. If it should ever fail to close or only
partially close, it will take up to 93 one tonne bags of sand to block the gap. The
tru7group have undertaken to provide this and the manpower to ensure that the Town is
safe from flooding.
Former Mayor, David Mortimer, said ‘there has been a huge amount of work between us,
tru7group and the Environment Agency to create the contingency plan and then to put
this agreement in place. We hope we will never have to use it but at least we know that
it is there if a disaster should ever happen’.
John Houston, Safety, Health and Environmental Officer for tru7group said, ‘it is wonderful that we can help and support Woodbridge Town Council and the people of Woodbridge. We all hope it will never have to used, but it is there should it be needed’.

Golden Crocuses in Elmhurst Park
The Woodbridge and District Trefoil Guild
planted a trefoil in golden crocuses several
years ago in Elmhurst Park. Creatures being
creatures, found them underground and had a
good nibble and the outline of the trefoil was
not clear. Early this spring, the Ladies from the
Trefoil Guild came back to the Park and replanted the trefoil. A long way off, but do
come and have a look at it next spring.

Current projects

Woodbridge Town Council
Farlingaye Ward
Ski Evans
councillorevans@woodridge-suffolk.gov.uk

Susan Miller
councillormiller@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk

Martin Wilks
councillorwilks@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk

Sheena Rawlings
councillorrawlings@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk

Kyson Ward
Patrick Gillard
councillorgillard@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk

Eamonn O'Nolan
councilloronolan@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk

Sue Bale
councillorbale@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk

Riverside Ward
Geoff Holdcroft
councillorholdroft@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk

Sarah Thompson
councillorthompson@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk

Martin Sylvester
councillorsylvester@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk

Margaret Walsh
councillorwalsh@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk

Seckford Ward
Caroline Blois
councillorblois@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk

John Jewers
councillorjewers@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk

Chris Mapey
councillormapey@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk

Aidan Semmens
councillorsemmens@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk

Town Clerk - Ms K M Lacey

The Elmhurst Park canon is currently undergoing total restoration by a local blacksmith,
and should be back in its rightful place shortly. Users of the play area in Elmhurst Park
will have noticed that the ‘cushioning’ under the swings has lifted during recent flooding.
This will be replaced as soon as possible. Councillors have chosen a contractor to replace
the play area fencing at Kingston Field, which will be done over the summer.
When we meet - Meetings of the Town Council and its Committees are held at the Shire Hall
and are open to the public. Please check our website for agendas and supporting documents;
https://www.woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk/assets/2019-20-meeting-dates-v4.pdf
Tuesday 2nd July - Planning 6.15pm
Tuesday 9th July - Town Council, 7pm
Tuesday 16th July - Planning, 6.15pm
Tuesday 23rd July - Finance and Staffing, 7pm
Tuesday30th July - Amenities, 7pm

townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk

Deputy Town Clerk - Mr G E Diaper
deputytownclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk

Finance Assistant - Mrs K J Hall
financeassisant@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk

Secretary - Mrs L N Graves
secretary@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk

Woodbridge Town Council
Shire Hall
Market Hill
Woodbridge

Suffolk
IP12 4LP
01394 383599
www.woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk
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Making Woodbridge a Dementia Friendly town
It is an aspiration of the Town to become a dementia friendly destination. What does this
mean?
We need people in the Town to understand the
signs of those suffering with dementia and how to
help them.
Did you know that there is a Memory Café in the
Town? The Woodbridge Memory Cafe (in conjunction with the Rotary Club of Woodbridge
Deben) is open to dementia sufferers and their
carers in the Woodbridge area. It runs from
10:30 to 12:00 on the last Wednesday in the
month each month at the Woodbridge Football
Club.
Have you seen the Memory Bike pedalling around
the Town? This is an initiative that allows those
with dementia to get out and about.
One final question for you to ask – what can I do to help? This is simple. Woodbridge Town Council and Seckford Care are jointly
providing Dementia Friend awareness training on Monday, 22 July from 10 am to 12 noon in the Shire Hall. It is completely free,
please just call Kate, the Town Clerk, on 01394 383599 (option 4), if you would like to come to this training.

Whisstocks Quay and Floodgate
On 8 January, the East Coast was inundated with both very high tides and a
tidal surge. What did this mean for Woodbridge? Well, it showed how well
the floodgate at Whisstocks Place is able to withstand an exceptional flooding
event such as this; water levels rose fast and kept coming in. The Tide Mill
was cut off and came to within a fraction of an inch of flooding and there was
about a foot of water lapping against the floodgate.

Kingston Pavilion Cafe
As you will have noticed the Kingston Pavilion Café is currently closed. The
previous tenant has now left and we are in the process of putting the café
out to tender. Councillors are particularly interested in working with Community and not for profit organisations, however, we are exploring all avenues to re-open the café as soon as possible.

Woodbridge Thursday Market - The ‘Market on the Hill’
In May 2017 the Woodbridge Thursday Market relocated from Hamblin Road back to its traditional home on the Market Square, outside the Shire Hall. Our current stallholders include;
PJ Keeling – Fresh Fruit and Vegetables
Jan Day – Fresh Cut Flowers, Plants & Wreaths
Cheese and Pie Man – Cheeses, home-made pies and pasties, sausage rolls and scotch eggs
Brown Bread - Artisan Bread, cakes and savories
Cupboard Love -Dried food, cereal and pulses
Woodbridge Town Council are committed to developing a dynamic, creative and vibrant market within the heart of the town and we
are always looking out for new traders. If you are interested in joining us please contact the Deputy Town Clerk on 01394 383599 or
deputytownclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk

6

St Mary’s Primary School - Model exhibition
Year 1 pupils of St Mary’s Primary School have undertaken a study of
their home Town of Woodbridge. This included reproducing some of
the Town’s iconic buildings.
The School and Woodbridge Town Council joined forces to show the
residents of the Town the children’s work. An exhibition was held in
the Shire Hall to which there was a steady stream of visitors.
Many comments were left by the visitors including one of the business
owners who said ‘an exceptional exhibition. All the buildings are recognisable and shows that hard work pays off’.
Alex Gwynne, Year 1 teacher, said ‘it is wonderful that so many people
in the Town are getting the opportunity to see the standard of the work
that these children produce. They have worked so hard to reproduce these buildings and are very excited about people being
able to see them.’
‘They have worked collaboratively and used their imagination creatively to reproduce Woodbridge in the School Hall and now in
the Shire Hall. This gives them skills that they will be able to use throughout their lives. It’s not just about book learning it is life
learning as well.’ Town Clerk, Kate Lacey, said ‘we are really pleased to be able to support the School in displaying their work for
residents and visitors to the Town to see. It was wonderful to see the excitement and pride on the children’s faces as they
brought their creations to the Shire Hall.’

Mayoral fundraising and investiture of a new Honorary Freeman
Woodbridge said a fond farewell to its Mayor, Councillor David
Mortimer, at the Annual Town Meeting on 30 April.
David has led the Council through a very difficult year and been a
very recognisable face around the Town, representing the Town
both within its bounds and further afield. He is standing down as
Mayor and as a Councillor.
He said ‘It has been an honour to serve my Town and its people
for the last year. I have met so many truly inspiring people who
live and work in Woodbridge’.
‘During the year, Woodbridge came second in the ‘best British
high street’ completion and I thank everyone connected with
Choose Woodbridge who enable this to happen. Woodbridge
was also judged as the second best place in East Anglia to live.
We should be really proud of our Town’.
David has actively raised money for his two charities, the Woodbridge Soldiers Fund and Woodbridge Rotary supporting local
charities. He presented cheques to Lt Col Jez Richardson RE and Mr
Sandy Hamilton each for £2,325.
He also welcomed the new Honorary Freeman, Mrs Jean Wallace,
watched by many of the other Honorary Freeman. Jean has done a
considerable amount of voluntary work within the Town and this was a
just reward for this.
Also attending were the Friends of Woodbridge Library who received
the Potter Cup. This was accepted on their behalf by Mr Tim Cornford.
David accepted a photobook of his year as Mayor, thanking councillors
for all their hard work for the Town.
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Concerned about Climate Change?
10 easy ways to help Planet Earth and yourself!
1. Walk and cycle more - drive less. Good exercise for you and cleaner air for us all to breathe.
Go by bus or train when you can.
2. Use less energy and save money – turn off the
lights, only boil as much water in the kettle as
you need, insulate your home, install LED lights
and energy efficient appliances.
3. Use less water – this is the driest part of the UK. Turn off the tap while you brush your teeth.
Have a shower instead of a bath. No need to flush toilets for every wee!
5. Never drop litter – it harms the environment, both land and sea, and wastes resources.
4. Reduce, Re-use, Repair, Recycle, Rebuild, Resell or Resist. Everything we use has cost energy and
valuable resources.
6. Avoid single-use plastic- Refill a water bottle, take a re–usable cup for your take-away coffee, a
plastic lunch box for your take-away meal or to the butcher or fishmonger. Always carry a re-usable
shopping bag.
7. Reduce food miles and air pollution - grow your own, buy local and UK grown produce. Support
our local and UK farmers and growers. Support local shops and markets.
8. Help Nature – grow pollinator friendly flowers, allow wildflowers to grow, plant a tree. Have water
in your garden for birds and insects. Buy organic if you can, organic farms support more wildlife,
birds, insects and worms than most conventional farms.
9. Garden without herbicides & pesticides - better for you and wildlife. Welcome hedgehogs, frogs &
toads into the garden, they’ll eat slugs and snails. No more slug pellets!
10. Fly less – holiday at home or in the UK and explore your local area and country. Boost the local
economy wherever you go.
Join Transition Woodbridge or another active environmental group. Make friends and
make a difference!
Transition Woodbridge is a community-led group that aims to strengthen the local economy, reduce the
cost of living and prepare for a future with less oil and a changing climate.
http://transitionwoodbridge.onesuffolk.net/

email ttwoodbridge@gmail.com

2/5/19

From the editorial team
We hope you have enjoyed this edition of the Woodbridge Town Council newsletter.
We value your feedback so please let us know what you think about the newsletter and any articles or matters you'd like to see covered in future editions .
I would like to pass on my thanks to the editorial team of Greg Diaper, Lorienn Graves and Karen Hall for their hard work in preparing
this newsletter.
Kate Lacey, Town Clerk: townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk
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