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WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of a meeting of the AMENITIES COMMITTEE held in the Shire Hall, Market Hill, 

Woodbridge, on TUESDAY 30TH JUNE 2015 at 7.00 p.m. 

 

Councillors: 

 
Present: Lady C Blois, V Falconer, P Mulcahy, E O’Nolan, S Rawlings, J Sayles 

and K Yule  

 

Apologies: G Holdcroft and C Perkins  

 

In Attendance: Town Clerk  
 

 
72. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN FOR THE ENSUING YEAR 

 

Councillor Yule formally nominated Councillor Lady C. Blois, seconded by Councillor Mulcahy 

as Chairman of the Amenities Committee for the ensuing year.  

 

IT WAS RESOLVED that Councillor Lady C. Blois be duly elected as Chairman for the civic 

year 2015//2016. 

 

For – All Councillors. 

 
73. ELECTION OF DEPUTY CHAIRMAN FOR THE ENSUING YEAR 

 

Councillor O’Nolan formally nominated Councillor Yule seconded by Councillor Rawlings as 

Deputy Chairman of the Amenities Committee for the ensuing year. 

 

For: 4 

 

Councillor Sayles formally nominated Councillor Mulcahy seconded by Councillor Mulcahy as 

Deputy Chairman of the Amenities Committee for the ensuing Year. 

 

For: 2 

 

IT WAS RESOLVED that Councillor Yule be duly elected as Deputy Chairman for the civic year 

2015/2016. 

 
74. MEMBERS AND OFFICES ARE INVITED TO MAKE ANY DECLARATIONS OF 

DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY OR LOCAL NON-PECUNIARY INTEREST THAT THEY 

MAY HAVE IN RELATION TO ITEMS ON THE AGENDA AND ARE ALSO 

REMINDED TO MAKE ANY DECLARATIONS AT ANY STAGE DURING THE 

MEETING IF IT BECOMES APPARENT THAT THIS MAY BE REQUIRED WHEN A 

PARTICULAR ITEM OR ISSUE IS CONSIDERED, AND TO DEAL WITH 

DISPENSATIONS AS REQUESTED BY INDIVIDUAL COUNCILLORS IN LINE WITH 

S33 OF THE LOCALISM ACT 2011 
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Councillor Mulcahy declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 77 (b) as a member of Suffolk 

Coastal District Council. 

 
75. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 24TH MARCH 2015 

 
IT WAS RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 24th March 2015 be confirmed and 

signed as a true record. 

 

76. MATTERS ARISING 

 

Councillor Mulcahy asked for an update on Broom Heath and the matter of continued bonfires. 

The Clerk gave an update, she said she would raise the matter at the next Safer Neighbourhood 

Team meeting. 

 

77. MATTERS RELATING TO THE PARKS AND OPEN SPACES  

 

 

(a) Elmhurst Park 
 

 Bandstand Project 

The Chairman reported the installation would commence on 10th August, taking 1 

week to erect. She suggested an opening event such as a Party in the Park on the 2nd 

week in September. 

Regarding the funding plaque, she felt the Council had to think about it now, and 

liaise with Mr. Bacon. 

Mr Bacon then addressed the Council and asked if the seating had been considered? 

He felt the Community Council might be able to contribute to chairs and suggested 

25-30 for an orchestra would be required. 

Consideration of inviting Mr and Mrs P Bacon from the Community Council to join 

a sub-committee to agree an opening event for the Bandstand. 

 

Councillor Yule suggested taking this matter to the Town Council to open it up to 

all Councillors who might wish to be involved. Agreed. 

 

 Walls surrounding the Bowls Club 

The Chairman reported the legal advice from Kerseys was that the wall’s belong to 

the Bowl’s Club (both sides). After discussion 

 

It is recommended to the Town Council that we will not plant any new plants 

on walls, but existing plants will remain in-si-tu. Electrical cable and tap 

remain (under the 12 year rule).   

 

(b) Kingston Field 

 

 Outdoor Fitness Equipment Update 

The Chairman reported that £16,500 had been raised so far against and estimate of 

£21,000 and that Councillor Geoff Holdcroft had awarded £1,500 from his 

community enabling budget. 
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Councillor Sayles suggested looking for sponsorship for the rest of the funding and 

suggested Sport England and other sports funding, the Seckford Foundation, Ufford 

Park Hotel, Abellio and Seckford Hall Hotel. 

Councillor Yule reported the Petanque Piste will need resurfacing and should be a 

winter job. 

 

(c) Fen Meadow 

 

 Councillor Yule circulated a map of the new cutting regime. She said following on 

from a visit from Susan Stone of the Suffolk Wildlife Trust, there were very 

positive endorsements of Woodbridge Town Council management of the meadow. 

The orchids were good this year and looking better than ever. 

Councillor Yule reported that Thomas Seckford had bequeathed Fen Meadow to the 

Town and it is almost as intact as it was in his time 

 Fen Walk roadway matters. 

The Clerk reported the letter from residents indicating that one of the residents had 

tampered with the speed humps as allegedly he had a lower level sports car. 

The matter to be reported to the Police. 

 

(d) Broom Heath 

 

 Broomheath had previously been discussed. 

 

(e) Fitzgerald Green 

 

 The Chairman reported that there were two posts that had to be replaced as they 

were rotten. Noted. 

 The Clerk reported that the Handyman had witnessed an accident earlier in the day 

when a lorry reversed into and knocked down one of the posts. She said she was 

pursuing this with the company involved. Noted. 

 

(f) Quaker Burial Ground 

 

 The Chairman reported that Mr Royle had planted a rose in memory of his former 

wife. She also reported that the wall, near where the former ash tree was felled (in 

the corner) had a very small crack this will be monitored. 

Councillor Yule reported that the newly installed plaques look good and said the 

notice board is to be replaced and would get together with the Quakers about it. 

 

(g) Market Hill 

 

 The Clerk reported that EFMS had relocated the cast concrete planters from the 

Garden of Remembrance to the steps of the Shire Hall but the planting was very 

poor she was asked to go back to them. 

 

(h) Garden Of Remembrance 

 

Councillor Yule reported that the tree has died. Normal time span for a tree planted 

in Autumn was to leave until May to see if it buds, this is dead! She said she was 

pursuing the matter with Crown Nurseries and said we don’t want a replacement of 
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this type of tree as it is not successful there. The meeting with Crown Nurseries was 

on 2nd July at 8.00a.m. and the hope is to come to an arrangement re: 

reimbursement. 

 

The Clerk reported that Mr Tom Moye the Blacksmith wished to donate a 6ft poppy 

to the Garden of Remembrance which he would install in October and remove after 

Remembrance Day each year. Councillors felt they would like to see a sample of 

his work before considering this further. 

 

Therefore it is recommended to the Town Council that the Clerk bring along 

to the Town Council a sample of his work (which she has personally 

purchased) so that they could see what might be donated 

 

 

(i) Allotments 

 

Councillor Blois reported the allotment competition would be held on 11th July at 

11.30a.m. – Mrs Kershaw would be funding the prizes. 

 

(j) Tide Mill Way 

 

Councillor Yule reported the document had been signed with Richard Hare. The 

plans had gone to Suffolk County Council and agreed space. The agreement with 

John Marks was proceeding. 

Penny Moon who is acting for the lady that owns garages jointly with her brother is 

being delayed as her brother had died and his finances are in probate so the process 

was being held up at the moment. It won’t stop the construction from Whisstocks. 

Noted. 

 

78. CONSIDERATION OF ZURICH INSURANCE PLAY REPORTS 

 

            Councillor Blois reported that the criticisms were minor and were the same recommendations as 

on all three sites. Authority given to the Clerk to pursue matters. 

 

79. CONSIDERATION OF WHICH COUNCILLORS WILL BE GODPARENTS OF THE 

PARKS AND OPEN SPACES 

 

The Godparents to be as follows:- 

 

Broomheath – Councillor E O’Nolan 

Fitzgerald Green and Quaker Burial Ground – Councillor Lady C. Blois 

Market Hill – Town Clerk 

Garden of Remembrance - Councillor K Yule 

Allotments – Councillor Lady C Blois and the Town Clerk 

Tide Mill Way – to go to the Whisstocks Sub-Committee 

Fen Meadow – Councillor K Yule and Councillor V Falconer 

Elmhurst Park – Councillor Falconer and Councillor S Rawlings 

Kingston Field – the Committee to ask Clare Perkins if she would be willing 
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80. RENEWAL OF THE ICE CREAM LICENCE TO MR. HOCKLEY 
 

            The Committee considered the licence and authorised the Clerk to renew the licence on the same 

terms as previous. 

 

81. CONSIDERATION OF HAVING A TOWN HARBOURMASTER 

 

            Councillor Yule felt this was a matter for the Whisstocks Sub-Committee as joined up thinking                                               

was required in all areas involved. 

Councillor Falconer felt the Council should get in touch with harbourmasters at Felixstowe Ferry 

and Waldringfield. The question was does the Council want to find a permanent Harbourmaster 

and should the matter be deferred to find the right candidate? 

The Clerk reported the ongoing problems with the long stay boats particularly one boat which had 

not moved since last November. 
 

It is recommended to the Town Council that in the short-term boat owners will be charged 

£1 per foot per night. Councillor Sayles will pin invoices to the boats involved once a week. 

 

82. CONSIDERATION OF A RESIDENTS PARKING SCHEME FOR WOODBRIDGE 

 

The Committee considered this and handed over the whole question for debate by the 

Neighbourhood Planning Group and Highways Group as it was felt this needs investigating fully 

(cc .David Steptoe). Both groups to be asked to consult with Amenities on progress. 

 

83. ANY OTHER MATTERS OF REPORT AT THE DISCRETION OF THE CHAIRMAN 

 

a) The Chairman updated the Council on the recent accident on Elmhurst Walk, the Clerk to ask 

David Chenery to give his professional opinion on the state of the footpath. 

 

b) The Chairman reported the request for a bouncy castle on Fen Meadow. It was felt a proper 

hiring agreement/insurance was required at a cost of £20.00. 

 

c) Councillor Yule asked for an update on the Milestone. The Clerk reported that Mr Moye the 

Blacksmith was currently making a frame for it and it would be reinstalled by Masters Limited, 

hopefully by the end of July. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Councillor Lady Caroline Blois 

Chairman  


