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WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of a meeting of the AMENITIES COMMITTEE held in the Shire Hall, Market Hill, 

Woodbridge, on TUESDAY 23RD FEBRUARY 2016 at 7.00p.m. 

 

Councillors: 

 
Present: G Holdcroft, P Mulcahy, E O’Nolan, C Perkins, S Rawlings, J Sayles and K 

Yule   

 

Apologies: Lady C Blois  

 

Absent 

Without Apologies: V Falconer 

 

In Attendance: Town Clerk 

 

Before the meeting, Mr Tim Cornford will update the Committee on his work for Shakespeare 400. 

 

Mr Cornford said that he had obtained Suffolk Coastal District Council and other funding and was doing 

this by himself as he wanted Woodbridge to celebrate Shakespeare 400.  There would be a concert in St 

Mary’s on 12th June, followed in the same month by Woodbridge School performing Loves Labours Lost.  

There will be an art exhibition in the library of art produced by Farlingaye High School with hopefully 

workshops run by Farlingaye teachers (art and drama) for children which were also open to the public.  

There will be an event in July (to be filled) and Browsers Bookshop were selling new publications on 

Shakespeare 400.  There may possibly be something in Riverside, culminating in a local celebration, 

demonstration of Shakespeare imagination and storytelling – geared to the younger generation.   

 

Councillor Yule felt that Woodbridge Town Council should do something, perhaps a picnic in the park or 

something similar.  Councillor Holdcroft asked do we know what is happening nationally on 23rd April 

and how does this overlap.  It was not known what is happening nationally.  He suggested exhibitions in 

the library and asked if the Oxfam bookshop was doing anything and reported that Councillor Mulcahy 

had given some of her Community Enabling budget.   
 
374. MEMBERS AND OFFICES ARE INVITED TO MAKE ANY DECLARATIONS OF 

DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY OR LOCAL NON-PECUNIARY INTEREST THAT THEY 

MAY HAVE IN RELATION TO ITEMS ON THE AGENDA AND ARE ALSO 

REMINDED TO MAKE ANY DECLARATIONS AT ANY STAGE DURING THE 

MEETING IF IT BECOMES APPARENT THAT THIS MAY BE REQUIRED WHEN A 

PARTICULAR ITEM OR ISSUE IS CONSIDERED, AND TO DEAL WITH 

DISPENSATIONS AS REQUESTED BY INDIVIDUAL COUNCILLORS IN LINE WITH 

S33 OF THE LOCALISM ACT 2011 

 

None 

 

375. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 24th NOVEMBER 2015 

 
IT WAS RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 24th November 2015 be confirmed 

and signed as a true record. 
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376. MATTERS ARISING 

 

None.  

 

377. CONSIDERATION OF TREE INSPECTIONS FOR BROOMHEATH, ELMHURST PARK 

AND FEN MEADOW 
 

Councillor Yule went through the reports and reported the following: 

 

Elmhurst Park – T1 – 8 – Vertas to remove all tree stakes.  T15 – Vertas to carry out these works 

and the Clerk to obtain a revised quote for the remaining works. 

 

In the meantime the Committee suggested a site visit in a few weeks and the Clerk was asked 

to organise this on a Monday. 

 

Broomheath – Vertas to assess if any works can be done to remove dead wood at head height.  The 

Clerk to obtain a revised quote for the works. 

 

Fen Meadow – T2, 4, 5, 22, 26, 27, 28, 29, WD1 and WD2, Vertas to carry out these works and the 

Clerk to obtain a revised quote for the remaining works. 

 

378. ELMHURST WALK – UPDATE FROM THE CLERK 
 

The Clerk reported the state of the footpath surface and the Committee would cover this on their 

site visit. 

 

379. KINGSTON FIELD – RECOMMENDATION TO CARRY OUT VARIOUS WORKS 

FOLLOWING ON FROM THE COUNCILLORS SITE VISIT 

 

Following on from the recent Committee site visit: 

 

The Committee were concerned about the roof/gutter of the Pavilion.  The Clerk was asked to 

speak to a contractor and report back. 

 

The Play Area entrance was discussed and as a temporary measure the entrance gate would be 

closed and colourful notices put up on the fence to direct foot traffic to the other gate.  At the same 

time a trench 8-10” deep will be created along the fence line and filled with gravel. 

      

380. CONSIDERATION OF MARKET LICENCE  

 

The Clerk reported the annual licence fee had risen from £3,850 - £4,500pa and that hopefully a 

fruit and vegetable stall holder would be starting in March.  The Clerk will write to Councillor 

Holdcroft to see if the rental figure could be reviewed. 

 

381. UPDATE FROM ELMHURST PARK ENTERTAINMENT SUB-COMMITTEE 

 

Councillor Perkins reported that she was trying to meet with Councillor Blois.  Noted.  Councillor 

Yule said she wanted to organise a Buskers in Park event.  Noted.   
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382. FURTHER CONSIDERATION OF TREE TO REMEMBER CHARLES NOTCUTT 

 

 The Clerk reported that Mrs Gill Notcutt had responded to her letter indicating that Mr Notcutts 

favourite tree was a Great White Cherry.  This would be discussed further at the site visit.  

Councillor Yule reported that a tree funded by Kew would be planted on the Whisstocks site in 

memory of Mr Notcutt.  

 

383. CONSIDERATION OF INVOLVEMENT IN CLEAN FOR THE QUEEN SCHEME 

 

The Committee considered this national event taking place on 4th/6th March and felt the Town was 

very tidy and there was no need for Woodbridge to take part. 

 

384. CONSIDERATION OF APPLYING FOR WALKERS ARE WELCOME SCHEME 

 

 The Clerk reported a Suffolk County Council venture for towns to become a “Welcome to Walkers 

town”.  There was a criteria to be completed and the town assessed once the assessment was 

complete, the annual fee was in the region of £88.   

 

Councillors indicated their support as it would mean more tourists in the Town and there was a 

need to attract tourists, a suggestion of walking trails and a Seckford trail was discussed. 

 

 

 

 

385. ANY OTHER MATTERS OF REPORT AT THE DISCRETION OF THE CHAIRMAN 

 

a.  It was NOTED that the bedding scheme for this year would be repeated next year as the sage 

was useable again. 

b. Re:  The Beech tree stump: There is a large hole left when the stump was removed.  There 

were lots of wood chippings which needed to be removed from site and the meripulus was still 

on the ground.  Top soil to be brought in to fill the hole and then the fence could be removed.   

c. Councillor Yule reported John Woods Nurseries had gone into receivership in December.  

They were to be taken off the approved suppliers list.  NOTED. 

d. Councillor O’Nolan reported that he and Councillor Blois were assessing the chairs for the 

bandstand donated from the Community Council charity, there are 40/50 stacking chairs.  He 

suggested a shed for storage in the region of £500.  NOTED. 

  

 

 

Councillor Yule 

Deputy Chairman  

It is recommended to the Town Council that Woodbridge registers its interest and that 

the Town Clerk be the link. 


