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Sent: 14 August 2019 14:59 
To: Town Clerk <townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk> 
Cc: Merritt, Giles <Giles.Merritt@naturalengland.org.uk>; Adams, Araminta 
<Araminta.Adams@naturalengland.org.uk> 
Subject: Woodbridge Town Council: draft maps for proposed exclusion of new coastal access rights 
on saltmarsh and flats on the river Deben 

 
For the attention of Kate Lacey 

  
Natural England is currently working on the planned new coastal access rights on the Deben estuary. 
Our proposals for the England Coast Path will also define adjacent land (usually seaward of the trail) 
as coastal margin. All land within the coastal margin is by default available for public access, but in 
some areas it contains land not subject to coastal access rights - for example cropped land, buildings 
and their curtilage, gardens and land subject to local restrictions including many areas of saltmarsh 
and flat that are not suitable for public access.  
  
We are currently looking at where Natural England should use its powers to exclude new coastal 
access rights from areas of salt marsh and flats within the coastal margin, where such land is 
unsuitable for general public access use. Where given, such exclusions only apply to new coastal 
access rights, and do not prevent or affect any other use people already make of the land locally by 
formal agreement with the landowner, or by informal permission or traditional toleration. 
  
We have made an initial assessment of where we think we need to exclude new coastal access rights 
on saltmarsh and flats within the margin. However, where there is existing access to the foreshore for 
general recreation, the decision is more finely balanced.  We now want to share our current thinking 
with Woodbridge Town Council on where we might use such exclusions, indicated on the attached 
maps. To help us understand the local circumstances, we’d greatly appreciate your view on our initial 
thinking. 
  
The attached maps show the area of our proposed exclusion on saltmarsh and flats in red. If you think 
our current plan to limit coastal access rights on the saltmarsh and mudflat needs adjustment, it would 
be helpful if you could explain your reasons and also if could you indicate on a map where you think 
we should draw the boundary for any restriction. I would be very grateful if you could send any 
comments to me by 10 September 2019. 
  
Please note, there are various nature conservation interests along the River Deben, and we are also 
assessing the need for any further measures to protect such interests, which may be in addition to 
any exclusion we give on saltmarsh and flats that are unsuitable for public access. 
  
If you would like to discuss this further you can contact me on the number below. 
  
Many thanks, Sarah 
  
Summary of assessment for S25A exclusion of coastal access rights on the river Deben 

  
The S25A restriction is proposed on the River Deben where it is considered that saltmarsh and flats 
are unsuitable for public access, notwithstanding any locally tolerated access. Safety is considered as 
part of the assessment along with the nature of the terrain and any natural risks that exist such as soft 
mud, hidden channels, potential to be trapped by rising tides, and suitability for walking. The intention 
is to prevent those who may be unfamiliar with the risks from using such areas. 
  
In summary, our understanding is that:  
•       The areas of saltmarsh on the river Deben are subject to regular tidal inundation, and are 
generally uneven and wet underfoot, incised with creeks and channels, some of which would not be 
readily apparent to walkers.  
•       The areas of flat on the river Deben are predominantly soft mud at low tide that is difficult to walk 
on, which becomes inundated when the tide rises. 
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Sarah Haigh, Lead Adviser, Statutory Access Team (Coastal Access, Open Access & National Trails) 
Natural England, Worcestershire County Hall, Spetchley Road, Worcester, WR5 2NP 
T: 020 8026 0924   M: 07900 608 197 
  
www.gov.uk/natural-england 

  
We are here to secure a healthy natural environment for people to enjoy, where wildlife is 
protected and England’s traditional landscapes are safeguarded for future generations 
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