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Despite the name, in the last 5-10 years, as far as I can ascertain, all mature broom 

plants have disappeared from the public space at Broomheath and surrounding wild ground. 
The last mature plant I know of died 3 years ago, with evidence of damage both to the base, 
presumed from rabbits, and to the top, probably from muntjac. Rabbit damage to a range of 
shrubs was severe in some recent winters but less so in the last two. Muntjac damage tends 
to be patchy and probably not the prime cause, although it probably contributed. 

Last season (2018) I came across a single seedling on my property (adjacent) and 
transplanted it to an open area where it is protected by chicken wire around the base. The 
plant has flourished and produced excellent bloom and seeds, suggesting that basal damage 
is the limiting factor for survival. I have been able to raise seedlings this season from this 
local plant without difficulty.  

I would like to propose that it would enhance the amenity of the public space on 
Broomheath to restore broom from local stock.  

In terms of ecological balance, other heath plants do well, including bracken and 
gorse. Gorse had become dominant until a fire about two years ago that made it clear that 
overgrowth by gorse was a serious risk. The balance of open space and rough areas is 
probably near optimal now. A particular wildlife asset of Broomheath is the nightingale. The 
nest site on the public space was deserted after the fire but replaced by a site in the railway 
cutting. 2019 was a good year with at least six sites between the public space and Kyson 
Point. Nightingales thrive in areas with rough undergrowth including bramble interspersed 
with shrubs and small groups of trees. In my view broom would enhance the mix.  
 
Specifics 

My suggestion would be to initially try establishing between twenty and fifty broom 
plants (1-2 years old) scattered around the public space, including some specimens (~8) 
fairly close to the parking area to be easily visible. I am hoping to be able to raise about this 
number from seed this season. By either next autumn, or the autumn after, these plants 
would be ready to plant out. I would suggest plants are protected by strong plastic-coated 
wire mesh supported by stakes up to a height of about 1-2 feet. I am happy to cover costs 
involved, but if a large number of plants are involved and a decision is made to use heavy 
duty protective structures help with costs would be welcome.  

I am sorry not to be able to attend on 24th September. 


