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WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of a meeting of the AMENITIES COMMITTEE held in the Shire Hall, Market Hill, 
Woodbridge, on TUESDAY 29 January 2019 at 7.00pm 

 
Councillors: 
 
Present: S Attwell, Lady C Blois, M Dale, V Falconer, D Mortimer, C Perkins,  

S Rawlings and K Yule 
 
Apologies: P Mulcahy, E O’Nolan 
 
In Attendance: Town Clerk and three members of the public 
 

 
416.   MEMBERS AND OFFICERS ARE INVITED TO MAKE ANY DECLARATIONS OF 

DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY OR LOCAL NON-PECUNIARY INTEREST THAT THEY 
MAY HAVE IN RELATION TO ITEMS ON THE AGENDA AND ARE ALSO REMINDED 
TO MAKE ANY DECLARATIONS AT ANY STAGE DURING THE MEETING IF IT 
BECOMES APPARENT THAT THIS MAY BE REQUIRED WHEN A PARTICULAR 
ITEM OR ISSUE IS CONSIDERED, AND TO DEAL WITH DISPENSATIONS AS 
REQUESTED BY INDIVIDUAL COUNCILLORS IN LINE WITH S33 OF THE LOCALISM 
ACT 2011 
 
Councillor Mortimer, as a member of the Rotary Club declared a non-pecuniary interest in 
Item 423. (offer of trees) and Councillor Perkins declared a non-pecuniary interest in Item 
427. (rickshaw). 
 

417. COUNCILLORS WITH A PECUNIARY INTEREST IN AN ITEM ON THIS AGENDA, 
WHO WISH TO REMAIN, SPEAK AND/OR VOTE DURING CONSIDERATION OF 
THAT ITEM, MAY APPLY FOR A DISPENSATION BY WRITING TO THE TOWN 
CLERK PRIOR TO THE MEETING. APPLICATIONS MAY ALSO BE CONSIDERED AT 
THE MEETING ITSELF SHOULD THE NATURE OF THE INTEREST BECOME 
APPARENT TO A COUNCILLOR AT THE TIME OF THE MEETING. 
 

           There were none. 
 

418. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 
A member of Transition Woodbridge spoke about the Great British Spring Clean and 
asked for the support of the Council in this endeavour.  She explained that the Great 
British Spring Clean was to take place nationally from 22 March 2019 to 23 April 2019.  In 
Woodbridge, she said, there were to be litter picks and rubbish walks.  It was also hoped 
that the Town Council would support a competition for school children to design a poster 
to promote the care of the environment. 
 
The speaker was asked to come to the Shire Hall to speak with the Town Clerk. 
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A second member of the public said that he undertook the litter walks and also had an 
organisation ‘The Little Hub of Happiness’.  This converted disused and decommissioned 
telephone boxes into hubs of happiness.  The boxes were used to stock items such as 
books, dispensers to dog waste bags, litter bags and the like.  He had identified two such 
telephone boxes, one in Sandy Lane and the other on Market Hill.   
 
The telephone box on Market Hill had not been decommissioned and it was inappropriate 
for the Town Council to ask for it to be so.  The telephone box in Sandy Lane had been 
decommissioned so could be converted. 
 
The member of the public was asked if conversion had been done elsewhere and had 
been successful.  He said they had and were. 

 
419. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 27 

NOVEMBER 2018 
 

IT WAS RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 27 November 2018 be 
confirmed and signed as a true record.  

 
420. MATTERS ARISING 
 

A councillor asked if Suffolk Norse had cleared the rat problem from Kingston Field.  The 
Town Clerk said that they had deployed traps around the site and that while it was 
probably not possible to clear every rat, there was certainly a noticeable decrease in rats 
in the vicinity. 
 
A councillor asked what the status of the trees at Farlingaye were.  The Chairman said 
she would write again to Nicholas Newton, the Tree Preservation Officer at SCDC to ask 
what they were doing about the trees. 
 
A councillor said that Woodbridge in Bloom would be making an approach to the Council 
to put planters on Market Hill to the front and back of the Shire Hall. 

 
421. REVIEW OF OUR ASSETS 

 
A councillor asked for the status of the new door to the Quaker Burial Ground as she had 
not seen any designs.  The Town Clerk said that the door had been ordered and designs 
had not been produced as she had been asked to replace like-for-like. 
 
A councillor raised the children’s play are in Castle Street and what could be done about 
it.  The Town Clerk reminded the Committee that this was not a Town asset and should 
not be discussed. 
 

422. TO CONSIDER QUOTATIONS FOR PLAY EQUIPMENT ON KINGSTON FIELD 
 

Councillors considered the various quotations for play equipment.  After discussion 
councillors agreed that they should go to the play area at Kingston Field to ascertain what 
the children and their parents wanted in the way of play equipment.  The Town Clerk was 
asked to research sand and water play equipment. 
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423. TO CONSIDER THE OFFER OF FREE TREES FROM WOODBRIDGE ROTARY 
 
The Chairman said that a position needed to be identified for the free trees from 
Woodbridge Rotary to be planted.  After discussion it was agreed that Councillor Yule 
should meet with Transition Woodbridge to find such a position. 
 

424. TO CONSIDER THE CONDITION OF THE OMAR KHAYYAM ROSE BED IN 
ELMHURST PARK 
 
A councillor reported that the Omar Khayyam roses (Woodbridge rose) in the Elmhurst 
Park rose bed had died.  The soil is unfit for more planting and was to be grassed over to 
allow it to recover.  There was discussion about where new Omar Khayyam roses should 
be planted and it was agreed that Councillors Blois, Perkins and Yule should view 
‘Scouts Corner’ with regard to planting the roses there. 
 

425. TO CONSIDER A REQUEST FROM WOODBRIDGE TENNIS CLUB TO PLANT 
SHRUBS IN FRONT OF THE PAVILION CAFÉ AND TO INSTALL BIKE RACKS 
 
The Chairman said that the Tennis Club had asked to create a shrub bed and new bike 
rack facilities in front of the Pavilion Café and to remove soil across Kingston Park.  It 
was agreed that the planting of shrubs and construction of bike racks could go ahead but 
with the condition of the field at that time, a vehicle was not to be used on it. 
 

426. TO CONSIDER THE CONDITION OF ALLOTMENT PLOTS 2B AND 3A 
 
The Town Clerk explained that the condition of plots 2B and 3A continued to be of a 
standard not acceptable under the rules of tenancy.  Photographs showed that nothing 
had been touched between summer 2018 and New Year 2019.  With a long waiting list for 
allotments it was agreed that the tenants have their tenancy agreements suspended and 
that the plots should each be divided in two.  The Town Clerk said that it would take some 
work to bring the plots to a standard to be able to lease. 
 

427. TO CONSIDER A REQUEST TO OPERATE A PEDAL RICKSHAW IN WOODBRIDGE 
 
It was explained to councillors that the rickshaw that is known in Town as the ‘memory 
bike’ is also a licenced hackney carriage.  To raise money to pay for the memory bike the 
operator wanted to also use the bike around the Town as a hackney carriage.  At that 
time, SCDC licensing had declined his application as the Town Council had previously 
said that they did not wish to see rickshaws in Woodbridge. 
 
After discussion it was agreed that non-motorised rickshaws should be allowed to 
operate in the Town, however, not on the River wall from the caravan café at the station 
to Kyson Point.  The Town Clerk was asked to inform SCDC licensing of its position. 
 

428. TO CONSIDER FURTHER CIL SPENDING 
 
The Chairman said that the CIL money could be used to put two CCTV cameras on 
Market Hill, particularly to look at the Galley.  It was felt that as the problems pertaining to 
the Galley occurred at the rear of the premises CCTV to the front would not be helpful.  It 
was agreed not to pursue the idea of installing CCTV on Market Hill. 
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429. VERBAL UPDATE ON THE LEGAL ACTION PERTAINING TO ‘BADGE OUR ASSETS’ 
 
The Town Clerk reported that with the help of Councillor Dale, she had instigated small 
claims court action against the Company.  This had originally not been contested and the 
Council had been granted ‘judgement for claimant in default’.  This elicited a late 
submission of defence from the defendant which had been passed to Norwich County 
Court.  A decision was awaited from them. 

 
 
 
 
 

                 Councillor Lady C Blois 
Chairman 


