
 
WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL 

 
Shire Hall   Market Hill   Woodbridge   Suffolk   IP12 4LP 

Locum Town Clerk:  Mr G E Diaper 
Tel:  01394 383599 

Email:  townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk  

 
 

TO MEMBERS OF THE AMENITIES COMMITTEE 
  

     Cllr Bale     Cllr Miller 
Cllr Lady Blois  Cllr Rawlings   

     Cllr Gillard  Cllr Sanders   
     Cllr Jewers     Cllr Walsh 

Cllr Mapey  Cllr Wilks 
 
You are hereby summoned to attend the MEETING of the AMENITIES COMMITTEE to be 
held virtually on: TUESDAY 13TH OCTOBER 2020 at 6.00PM 

 

 
Greg Diaper 
Locum Town Clerk  
7th October 2020 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82047181037?pwd=QkVNcG9ocGJyb1R1aHR5UDFsK3prZz09 
 
Meeting ID: 820 4718 1037 
Passcode: 754514 
 
Public Attendance 
Members of the public and press are welcome to join the Zoom meeting.  Members of the 
public will be invited to give their views/questions the Town Council on issues on the agenda, 
or raise issues for consideration or inclusion at future meetings.  This item will be limited to 
30 minutes duration but may be extended at the discretion of the Mayor. 
 
 
 

AGENDA 
 
 
1. APOLOGIES 

To receive apologies for absence. 
 
 

mailto:townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82047181037?pwd=QkVNcG9ocGJyb1R1aHR5UDFsK3prZz09


 
 
2. TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Members and officers are invited to make any declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary 
or Local Non-Pecuniary Interests that they may have in relation to  
 
items on the Agenda and are also reminded to make any declarations at any stage 
during the meeting if it becomes apparent that this may be required when a 
particular item or issue is considered. 

 
3. TO CONSIDER REQUEST FOR DISPENSATIONS 

Councillors with a Pecuniary Interest in an item on this Agenda, who wish to remain, 
speak and/or vote during consideration of that item, may apply for a dispensation in 
writing to the Town Clerk prior to the meeting.  Applications may also be considered 
at the meeting itself should the nature of the interest become apparent to a 
Councillor at the time of the meeting. 

 
4. TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 8TH SEPTEMBER 

2020 
 

5. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
15 minutes maximum.  

 
6. TO CONSIDER HOW TO DELINEATE THE LAND BOUNDARY AT FEN MEADOW – 

ATTACHED 

 
7. TO CONSIDER HOW TO BEST REGENERATE BROOMHEATH – ATTACHED 

 
8. TO AGREE TO OFFER A MAINTENANCE SERVICE FOR DONATED AND MEMORIAL 

BENCHES – ATTACHED 

 
9. TO AGREE TO PROVIDE TWO ADDITIONAL PICNIC TABLES AT KINGSTON FIELD – 

ATTACHED 

 
10. TO CONSIDER THE PROVISION OF A BASKETBALL HOOP AT KINGSTON FIELD – 

ATTACHED 

 
11. TO NOTE THE DIFFICULTIES FACED IN THE EFFECTIVE USE OF THE LONGSHED BY THE 

METHOD OF CONSTRUCTING WHISSTOCKS PLACE AND CONSIDER HOW THIS 

COUNCIL CAN ASSIST – ATTACHED 

 
12. TO CONSIDER ADDITIONAL REVENUE ITEMS FOR INCLUSION IN THEIR 2021/2022 

BUDGET – ATTACHED 

 
13. TO RECEIVE A VERBAL UPDATE FROM THE CLIMATE EMERGENCY COMMITTEE ON 

THE MASS TREE PLANTING SCHEME 



 
 
14.  CLOSURE 
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WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of an on-line meeting of the AMENITIES COMMITTEE held on TUESDAY 8TH SEPTEMBER 
2020 at 7pm  
 
Councillors:    
 
Present:  S Bale, Lady C Blois, J Jewers, S Miller, R Sanders and M Wilks  
 
Apologies:  P Gillard, S Rawlings and C Walsh 
 
Absent without 
Apologies:  C Mapey 
                    
In Attendance: Locum Deputy Town Clerk  

 
In the absence of the Chair, the Vice-Chair Councillor Sanders took the meeting 
 
  Action 

354. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 
Apologies for absence had been received from Councillors, Gillard, Rawlings and 
Walsh. 
 

 

355. MEMBERS AND OFFICERS WERE INVITED TO MAKE ANY DECLARATIONS OF 

DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY OR LOCAL NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS THAT THEY MAY 

HAVE IN RELATION TO ITEMS ON THE AGENDA AND WERE ALSO REMINDED TO 

MAKE ANY DECLARATIONS AT ANY STAGE DURING THE MEETING IF IT BECOMES 

APPARENT THAT THIS MAY BE REQUIRED WHEN A PARTICULAR ITEM OR ISSUE IS 

CONSIDERED, AND TO DEAL WITH DISPENSATIONS AS REQUESTED BY INDIVIDUAL 

COUNCILLORS IN LINE WITH S33 OF THE LOCALISM ACT 2011 

 

No members declared an interest in matters on the agenda. 

 

 

356. COUNCILLORS WITH A PECUNIARY INTEREST IN AN ITEM ON THIS AGENDA, WHO 

WISH TO REMAIN, SPEAK AND/OR VOTE DURING CONSIDERATION OF THAT ITEM, 

MAY APPLY FOR A DISPENSATION BY WRITING TO THE TOWN CLERK PRIOR TO THE 

MEETING. APPLICATIONS MAY ALSO BE CONSIDERED AT THE MEETING ITSELF 

SHOULD THE NATURE OF THE INTEREST BECOME APPARENT TO A COUNCILLOR AT 

THE TIME OF THE MEETING  

 
There were no requests from Councillors for a dispensation. 
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357. CONFIRMATION OF  AMENITIES COMMITTEE MINUTES 

 

The Committee received and approved the signing of the minutes of the meeting 
held 4th August 2020 as a true record. 
 

 

358. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

 
There were no members of the public present. 
 

 

359. TO AGREE THE CHARGES FOR THE HIRE OF THE SHIRE HALL FOR WEDDINGS 2021 

AND 2022 

 
The Committee agreed to recommend to Full Council that the charges for the hire 
of the Shire Hall for weddings 2021 and 2022 be set as follows (inclusive of VAT), 
and that if either of the couple being married were on the Woodbridge electoral 
register they would qualify for a 10% discount: - 
 

 2021 2022 

Weekday £580 £650 

Saturday £590 £725 
 

 

360. TO CONSIDER HOW TO DELINEATE THE LAND BOUNDARY AT FEN MEADOW 

 
The Committee agreed that subject to there being no objection from either the 

resident using the adjacent land, East Suffolk Council as the owners of the adjacent 

land, or the Friends of Fen Meadow, the Locum Deputy Town Clerk be asked to 

make an application to the Woodland Trust for sufficient saplings to form a hedge 

along the boundary, and to allocate funds for the planting from their budget if the 

application was successful. 

 

 

361. TO NOTE THE WORK REQUIRED AND TAKEN FOLLOWING THE ANNUAL TREE 

SURVEY 

 
The Committee noted the work required and taken following the annual tree 
survey. 
 

 

362. TO AGREE THE ESTIMATE FOR THE EXTERNAL REPAINTING OF KINGSTON 

PAVILION 
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The Committee agreed to accept the lower estimate for the external repainting of 
Kingston Pavilion, at a price of £1,618. 
 

363. TO CONSIDER ADDITIONAL REVENUE ITEMS FOR INCLUSION IN THE 2021/2022 

BUDGET 

 
The Committee identified additional noticeboards at a location outside the Co-op 
in Old Barrack Road, either outside Framfield Surgery or the Community Centre, 
outside Warwick Avenue stores and to provide further picnic tables at Kingston 
Field.  The Committee agreed to consider additional revenue items for inclusion in 
their 2021/2022 budget at the next meeting. 
 

 

364. TO AGREE THE INSTALLATION OF BOLLARDS AT FITZGERALD GREEN 

 
The Committee agreed to accept the only estimate for  the installation of bollards 
at Fitzgerald Green at a cost of £1,296. 
 

 

365. CLOSURE 

 

The meeting was closed at 7.45pm. 
 

 

  
 

Councillor Sanders 
Vice-Chair 



 
ITEM 6 
TO CONSIDER HOW TO DELINEATE THE LAND BOUNDARY AT FEN MEADOW 
 
It has come to light that a narrow strip of Fen Meadow was not transferred to the Town 
Council by East Suffolk Council and is used as a private drive by a resident.  This has raised 
concern amongst Councillors in the event of an accident or incident occurring involving a 
moving motor vehicle. 
 
Full Council have asked this Committee to investigate how this strip of land can be 
delineated, to reduce the risk of accidents and to denote the extent of land in the Council’s 
ownership, having rejected the option of a line of posts. 
 
The options for a form of delineation which reduces the likelihood of there being contact 
between a car and a pedestrian are limited, and would appear to be: - 
 

a) A line of trees 

b) A fence (wire or otherwise) 

c) A hedge 

 
Under the Woodland Trust scheme https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-
trees/schools-and-communities/ -the Council would be eligible to apply for sufficient 
saplings for a double-row hedge of between 85-100m in length, sufficient to provide a living 
boundary.  There would be costs involved in planting the saplings which could be met from 
the Amenities Committee budget. 
 
At the last meeting of this Committee it was agreed that comments would be invited from 
the Friends of Fen Meadow and the resident before making a decision. 
 
The Friends of Fen Meadow are opposed to the creation of a hedge.  Their comment was: - 
 
A physical barrier to stop people accessing the area where the resident is allowed to drive 
his car, is too restrictive. It’s attempting to solve a problem that is entirely hypothetical- in 
fact, I’m not aware that there has ever been any such accident or near-miss.  
 
Having said that, if the council is determined that they must go ahead, then a wildlife-friendly 
hedge is a good form of physical barrier.  
 
It seems WTC is thinking of permanently and completely excluding the public from the access 
strip which East Suffolk DC owns. I don’t have to explain that this will be seen as a loss of 
part of the public open space, and hence we can expect opposition from users of the 
area.  They may take the view that this strip has been given over to the exclusive private use 
of one household.  
 
I wonder whether some compromise solution is possible, whereby there’s a line of small trees 
that are far enough apart to allow people through but close enough together to prevent a 
hypothetical “car with failed brakes” getting on to the WTC-owned main open area (once 
they have grown to be sturdy enough)?  The trees could have small notices on saying “look 

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-trees/schools-and-communities/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-trees/schools-and-communities/


out for cars”.  These notices would not be read by anyone, but might cover the legal 
responsibilities of the two councils?  
 
Even this proposal seems like it would introduce complications to the maintenance of the 
open space, with increased costs.  
 
I really feel that WTC should properly consult with the wider public before going ahead with 
this, with an opportunity to explain the perceived risk and proposed solution, and allow users 
of the area to have their views listened to” 
 
The resident commented that they too had concerns regarding a hedge. 
 
Members are to agree how to delineate this area safely. 
 
 
 
ITEM 7 
TO CONSIDER HOW TO BEST REGENERATE BROOMHEATH 
 
The Climate Emergency Committee at their meeting held on 14th September considered a 
request received from a resident who had grown some broom seedlings and was prepared 
to plant them out on Broomheath, but required a small sum of money (less than £500) to 
ensure they were protected from rabbits.  The Climate Emergency Committee noted the 
status of the previously-agreed replanting of Broomheath and agreed to refer the item to 
the Amenities Committee for that Committee’s agreement to funding. 
 
As part of this referral the issue of the fire-damaged portion of Broomheath was discussed.  
Members will recall that the Council previously took a view that it would regrow naturally 
within five years and decided against a grant-aided scheme to fence the area off to prevent 
the continued destruction of new growth by rabbits. 
 
The unfenced area has failed to regrow.  Members are now invited to reconsider this 
decision in conjunction with supporting the resident’s request.  The part grant funding 
towards the scheme is still available, and although prices will inevitably risen since the 
original quotation was received (£2,150 ex VAT in 2017) if the original cover on Broomheath 
is to be restored, fencing is the only solution. 
 
Members are to decide whether to commit monies from this Committee’s budget towards 
the fencing of the burnt area of Broomheath and a contribution to the separate fencing of 
broom saplings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ITEM 8 
TO AGREE TO OFFER A MAINTENANCE SERVICE FOR DONATED AND MEMORIAL BENCHES 
 
The Council has a scheme whereby residents can purchase a bench to commemorate a 
loved one.  This remains a popular scheme. 
 
However, whilst the Council recovers the full cost of the bench, there is no scheme which 
covers it future maintenance and/or disposal if beyond economic repair. 
 
It is proposed to offer a non-optional ongoing maintenance charge.  The simplest method is 
by way of an uplift in the original purchase price of the bench, with a guarantee of ten years’ 
maintenance by the Council (including replacement if damaged beyond economic repair, 
with the Council reserving the right to offer a further ten years or remove the bench. 
 
The proposed additional charge would be £500 plus VAT, bringing the cost of a bench and 
memorial plaque up to £1125 plus VAT.  Whilst this additional charge may seem excessive, 
Members must remember that, based on the most recent estimates, bench maintenance 
costs over £3,600 per annum for around 70 benches. 
 
If agreed, these charges would come into effect immediately, and purchasers of benches 
within the past three years would be offered the opportunity to have their benches 
maintained on a pro-rata basis, all expiring in 2030.  Charges for new purchasers would be 
reviewed annually. 
 
Members are recommended to introduce the non-optional maintenance charge of £500 on 
all memorial benches purchased with immediate effect, and to offer the service the those 
who purchased their bench within the past three years at a pro-rata rate. 
 
 
 
ITEM 9 
TO AGREE TO PROVIDE TWO ADDITIONAL PICNIC TABLES AT KINGSTON FIELD 
 
Kingston Field continues to be the most popular of our parks with families, and there is 
always a shortage of picnic tables during the summer months. 
 
As families often move picnic tables to suit their needs (close to another, in the sun, in the 
shade) it is not proposed to site them on a base, nor fix them down in anyway. 
 
The cost of a single recycled plastic picnic table id £400 plus VAT; that of an accessible picnic 
table is £920 plus VAT, with delivery at £120 plus VAT. 
 
Members are recommended to purchase two further picnic tables, one of which is to be 
accessible. 
 
 
 
 



ITEM 10 
TO CONSIDER THE PROVISION OF A BASKETBALL HOOP AT KINGSTON FIELD 
 
The Council has received an email asking for a basketball court to be installed at Kingston 
Field.  The author previously used the basketball hoop until its removal following damage. 
 
The Amenities Committee were originally made of aware of the removal of the hoop at their 
meeting of 23 October 2018. Quotations were then sought for its replacement and during 
this process it was noted that the current concrete pad provides trip hazard due to soil 
erosion where the pad meets the field, and hence contractors were asked to provide 
quotations to both re-install the basketball net and to extend the pad/ playing area. The 
current pad is a half-circle, covering approximately 10m2. Contractors were asked to quote 
for a rectangular playing area 5m x 7m, covering approximately 35m2, which will provide a 
larger playing area and avoid the creation of further trip hazards in the future, but the 
scheme was rejected as the costs (then estimated at £4,200 excluding VAT) were considered 
excessive. 
 
With little hope of external funding available currently, the Council is unlikely to be able to 
fund the creation of a basketball court.  However, the cost of an extended hard surface, and 
new, adult height, hoop is within this Committee’s budget, and is estimated to cost less than 
£5,000 including a new post. 
 
Members are recommended to approve the installation of a larger hard surface and the 
purchase and erection of a new, adult sized, basketball hoop 
 
 
 
ITEM 11 
TO NOTE THE DIFFICULTIES FACED IN THE EFFECTIVE USE OF THE LONGSHED BY THE 
METHOD OF CONSTRUCTING WHISSTOCKS PLACE AND CONSIDER HOW THIS COUNCIL CAN 
ASSIST 
Members will be aware, from previous discussions regarding the siting of the benches on 
Whisstocks Place, that the point weight loading over the area within the drainage surrounds, 
is 1 tonne/sq metre.  This is no obstacle to the positioning of the benches but is creating 
great difficulties for the Longshed and their ambitions of using it for boatbuilding. 
 
The reason for the weight loading restriction is that underneath the surface are storage 
tanks, designed to accommodate rainfall on the area and discharge it into the river at low 
tide.  They need to be close to the surface in order to discharge by gravity. 
 
The Longshed is trying to arrange the delivery of 5-ton timbers for use in construction of 
the longship, and subsequently launch the finished vessel.  The only practicable means of 
delivery is via the Whisstocks Place entrance (the rear entrance is too restricted) but in order 
to spread the weight of the delivery vehicle(s) it will be necessary to undertake significant 
investment.  Similarly, with each launch/recovery. 
 
Without a resolution to the weight distribution issue, which is practicable and easily 
managed, there is no prospect of the longship ever being launched from the site. 



 
In order to assess the precise requirements to enable both the delivery and subsequent 
launch/recovery to occur it will be necessary to seek professional advice, and potentially 
further capital investment.  Without the ability to use the Longshed for its intended purpose 
there is a danger that the lease may be surrendered to the Council with subsequent costs 
accruing. 
 
Members are recommended to recommend to Full Council that a professional structural 
engineer be consulted as a matter of urgency in order that measures can then be 
considered as to the best means of overcoming the weight loading issue, and that an initial 
budget of £5,000 be allocated for that advice. 
 
 


