
 
Woodbridge Town Council 

Shire Hall   Market Hill   Woodbridge   Suffolk   IP12 4LP 
Town Clerk:  Mr G E Diaper 

Tel:  01394 383599 
Email:  townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk  

 

 
      To members of the Amenities Committee 

  
      Cllr Adelson  Cllr Bale  Cllr Blois    
   Cllr Jewers  Cllr Miller         Cllr O’Nolan             
   Cllr Rawlings  Cllr Sanders  Cllr Walsh 
      Cllr Wilks 
    
You are hereby summoned to attend the meeting of the Amenities Committee to be held 
the at John Gibbins Gallery, The Longshed, Tide Mill Way on: Tuesday 5th April 2022 at 
7.00pm 
 

 
Greg Diaper 
Town Clerk  
31st  March 2022 
 

Public Attendance 
Members of the public and press are welcome to attend. The public will be invited to give 
their views/question the Town Council on issues on the agenda, or raise issues for 
consideration of inclusion at future meetings.  This item will be limited to 30 minutes 
duration. 
 

Agenda 
 
1. Apologies 
 
2. To receive declarations of interest 

Members and officers are invited to make any declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary 
or Local Non-Pecuniary Interests that they may have in relation to items on the 
Agenda and are also reminded to make any declarations at any stage during the 
meeting if it becomes apparent that this may be required when a particular item or 
issue is considered. 

 
3. To consider request for dispensations 

Councillors with a Pecuniary Interest in an item on this Agenda, who wish to remain, 
speak, and/or vote during consideration of that item, may apply for a dispensation in 
writing to the Town Clerk prior to the meeting.  Applications may also be considered 

mailto:townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk


at the meeting itself should the nature of the interest become apparent to a 
Councillor at the time of the meeting. 

 
4. Public Question Time 

For the public to ask questions of the Council or raise issues for consideration at a 
future meeting of the Council. Fifteen minutes maximum.  

  
5. To receive and approve the Minutes of the meeting held 8th March 2022 

 
6. To appoint members to the Allotment Working Party. 

 
7. To consider the quotations received for the Elmhurst Park play area update. 

 
8. To note the receipt of ‘New burdens funding’ from East Suffolk Council.  

 
9. To agree the location for planters on the Thoroughfare. 

 
10. To consider installing a covid memorial bench on Fen Meadow.  

 
11. To consider a response to the East Suffolk Council consultation on firework displays. 

 
12. To consider how to proceed with the Hamblin Road sign.   

 
13. To exclude the Public and Press from the remainder of the meeting in accordance 

with the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1690 because of the 
confidential information being discussed.  
 

14. To receive an update on the Elmhurst Park toilets – (Separate confidential item) 
 

15. To consider a request from the Strawberry Café regarding the Theatre Street toilet 

site (Separate confidential item).  

 
16. To receive an update on the water testing programme.  

 
17. Closure. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Item 6 
To appoint members to the Allotment Working Party. 
 
Following the decision taken at the March meeting of this Committee regarding the 
Kingston Field allotments, Full Council resolved to ask the Amenities Committee to form a 
working party to work toward a recommendation back to them regarding a new allotment 
strategy.  
 
Previously, Councillors Adelson, Bale, Miller have sat on the allotment working party, 
however membership could now be extended to include any Councillors and non-Council 
members interested.  
 
Members are asked to agree the membership of the Allotment Working Party.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Item 7 
To consider the quotations received for the Elmhurst Park play area update. 

 
The deadline for responses for the Elmhurst Park play area update was Thursday March 
31st. This deadline was set so that this Committee could make a recommendation on its 
preferred to supplier for Town Council to consider at its meeting on April 17th. Time is of the 
essence in order to try and have something in place for the summer holidays – this will 
clearly depend on the availability of the chosen supplier, but a prompt decision by this 
Council will help.  
 
The full submission from each supplier has been uploaded to SharePoint, with a summary of 
the submissions given below and shown overleaf; 
 

Company Items offered Notes Cost (ex VAT) 

Caloo Accessible multi-play, Chair Duo 
Springer, accessible Roundabout 

Removal of springy rockers and 
spinner, relocation of toddler 
swing 

£50,000 

Sutcliffe Play Accessible multi-play,  Ladybird 
Springie 

Relocation of springy rocker 
and bench 

£49,999.68 

Hags Accessible multi-play, free 
standing spinner, revolving chair, 
musical panels, accessible 
trampoline 

Removal of springy rockers and 
spinner 

£50,000 

Kompan Accessible multi-play, sensory 
totem pole, accessible 
trampoline, sign language panel, 
play panel.  

All existing items retained – 
extension of play area in main 
grass sward.  

£50,000 

Playdale Multi-play, accessible 
roundabout and trampoline, 
loudspeakers, sensory panel.  

Removal of springy rockers and 
spinner 

£49,013.20 

 
The budget for this project is £50,000.  
 
Members are asked to consider the quotations received for the Elmhurst Park play area 
update and to make a recommendation to Full Council of a preferred supplier.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Item 8 
To note the receipt of ‘New burdens funding’ from East Suffolk Council.  

 
During the pandemic an application was made to East Suffolk Council to receive items for 
the town as part of their New burdens funding. Offices have received confirmation that the 
following items have allocated to WTC; 
 
Body    Co Category ESN Dept Final Funding Allocation 
Woodbridge Town Council SCN Litter Bins Env  5* 240l bins 
Woodbridge Town Council SCN Litter Bins Env  Increase frequency by 1 
Woodbridge Town Council SCN Seating FM  2* picnic benches 
Woodbridge Town Council SCN Seating FM  3* benches(Glasdon Phoenix) 
Woodbridge Town Council SCN Planters Grounds 6* planters and planting 
 
The allocation of some items are discussed later in this agenda.  
 
Members are asked to note the receipt of these items as part of New Burdens funding 
allocation.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Item 9 
To agree the location for planters on the Thoroughfare. 
 
Officers submitted in late 2021 a street furniture on the highway application to Suffolk 
County Council for permission to place planters on the Thoroughfare. The first response 
received from SCC was positive, however they did ask for further detailed regarding the 
pavement width to be supplied as permission is based on space being left for other users; 
 
please note that the planters will need to be placed 0.5m back from carriageway edge, as 
well as leaving at least 1.2m clear space on pavement for pedestrian/wheelchairs/prams etc. 
 
Measurements (from carriageway to building line) were submitted to SCC for the following 
potential sites: 
 
1 – Red Lion – 2.6m 
2 – Vapes at 88 – 2.85m 
4 – Empty shop – 3m 
5 – M and C – 2.10m 
7 – Opticians – 2.9m 
8 – Pharmacy – 3.20m (quite a slope) 
9 – Bank – 3.10m 
10 – Tannery – 3.30m 
 
Sites 3 and 6 were removed due to unsuitability.  
 
SCC have now approved the placement of planters at sites 2, 4, 8, 9 and 10 – photos of 
which are shown below.  
 
Site 2 
 

 
 
 



Site 4 
 

 
 
Site 8 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Site 9 
 

 
 
Site 10 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
East Suffolk Council have confirmed that as part of their ‘New Burdens funding’ WTC will 
receive six pre-planted planters, which they will deliver to site when informed of the 
location.  
 
https://amberol.co.uk/planters/large-floor-standing-planters/metre-square-planter  
 
It is proposed that four of these planters are used on the Thoroughfare, with the other two 
potentially being used on Kingston Field or in front of the Shire Hall (there are two old 
planters which are in desperate need of replacement).  
 
As part of this process there is also a one off £150 license fee payable to Suffolk County 
Council.  
 
Members are asked to agree the location for planters to be installed on the Thoroughfare, 
and to agree to pay the license fee from the 2022/23 Amenities Committee budget.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://amberol.co.uk/planters/large-floor-standing-planters/metre-square-planter


Item 10 
To consider installing a covid memorial bench on Fen Meadow.  
 
Offices were asked to investigate the potential of installing a covid memorial bench further 
to a request made to the Town Mayor and Town Clerk; 
 
Dear Greg 
 
Following on from my correspondence with Councillor Bale about memorial benches in 
Woodbridge, I am very pleased that one is to be dedicated to those people from the town 
who have died from Covid during the pandemic. My own mother caught the virus this time 
last year and passed away in February so I have been keen to see some sort of memorial as 
she had lived in Woodbridge for over fifty years and loved the place and I know she was not 
the only one. If it is no trouble I should be very grateful to know when and where the bench 
is installed as I don't live in Woodbridge myself and might not know otherwise. 
 
Officers have considered two potential sites on Fen Meadow as shown below, as well as 
investigating the cost of purchasing a bench from Realise Futures and utilising an offer of a 
bench from East Suffolk Council as part of the ‘New Burdens funding’.  
 
Proposed site for Bench.  

Option one:  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Option two: 

 

 
 

Suggested inscription:  

In memory of the loved ones lost during the Covid-19 Pandemic. 

 

Image of Bench from Glasdon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Costs 

Supplied and fitted using burdens funding from East Suffolk Council. 

Cost of Plaque £100. 

 

**We do not know when this bench will be installed as ESC are organising funding across the 

whole of the region.  

 



 

 

 

Image of Bench from Realise Futures 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Costs: 

Realise Futures Bench - £541.74 + vat 

Plank engraving - £39.00 + vat 

Hard surface ground fixing kit £15.00 + vat 

Concrete base by Norse – £450 

Delivery - £80.00  

Total cost- £1125 

 

 

Members are asked to consider if they wish to install a covid memorial bench on Fen 
Meadow, and if so agree to proceed by either: 
 
- Purchasing a bench from Realise Futures and to cover all costs from the 2022/23 

Amenities Committee budget, or 
- Accept the offer of a bench from East Suffolk Council.  

 
Any small costs such as the plaque procurement and fitting will be met from the Amenities 
Committee 2022/23 budget.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Item 11 
To consider a response to the East Suffolk Council consultation on firework displays. 

 
District Councillor Yule has made Officers aware of a consultation currently being 
conducted by East Suffolk Council regarding fireworks on Council (East Suffolk) land.  
 

New consultation seeks views on firework displays 
Local residents are being invited to share their views on whether the rules for firework 
displays on council-owned land should be reconsidered.   

 

As part of its responsibility to protect East Suffolk’s communities, animals and environment, East 
Suffolk Council is carrying out a review into firework displays on council-owned land and has 
launched a new consultation to better understand how residents feel about them. 

 

Firework displays are widely enjoyed by many people, however the noise associated with loud 
fireworks can cause a great deal of distress to some people as well as pets, farm animals and 
wildlife.  

 

Furthermore, fireworks also have impacts on the environment, with the releases of pollutants 
having the potential to contribute to air quality issues, and the associated waste and falling 
debris leading to unnecessary litter with the potential to cause direct harm to livestock and 
wildlife. 

 

The Council is therefore considering whether new measures need to be introduced, based on the 
feedback they receive from residents.  

 

Cllr James Mallinder, cabinet member for the Environment, said: “For many people fireworks are 
a fun and enjoyable way of marking significant occasions. However, fireworks can be a real 
concern for some people as well as pets, farm animals and wildlife. 

 

“This consultation is absolutely not about encouraging a wholesale ban on events of this kind, 
but acknowledging, as a Council, that we have a responsibility to lead by example and consider 
the negative impacts that fireworks can have on people and animals. And this starts with events 
that we permit on our own land. 
 
“We want to begin a conversation about how making small changes in our celebrations can have 
a positive impact on our communities and environment and I want to encourage as many people 
as possible to get involved in the consultation so we can get a better understanding of the views 
of our residents.” 

 

Opening on Friday 25 March 2022, the consultation runs until Friday 20 May 2022.  

 

Have your say now at www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/new-consultation-seeks-views-on-firework-
displays  

 
The consultation has the following three questions: 
 

http://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/new-consultation-seeks-views-on-firework-displays
http://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/new-consultation-seeks-views-on-firework-displays


 
 
 

1. Should further restrictions on firework displays be introduced on council-
owned land? Please select one only 

I would like to see all firework displays banned on council-owned land. 

I would like to see additional measures on firework displays on council-
owned land. 

I would like to see no ban or further controls on firework displays on council-
owned land. 

Other (please specify) 
 

 

2. If you answered that you would like to see additional measures on 
firework displays on council-owned land, what should these be? Please 
select all that apply 
 
Note: 
 
- Unlike traditional fireworks, which are usually made with a charcoal 
and sulphur fuel, perchlorate oxidiser, binders, colorants and 
propellants, lower impact fireworks have a clean burning, nitrogen-
based fuel. This means an oxidiser is not needed and because there is 
little smoke, only small amounts of metal salts are needed to produce 
the brilliantly coloured flames. 
 
- Quieter fireworks (also sometimes called lower noise fireworks, or 
silent fireworks – although no fireworks are completely silent) can 
offer the same visual effects and colours without the loud bangs, 
making them much kinder to people and animals. The RSCPA are 
calling for a reduction in the maximum permitted noise level of 
fireworks for public sale to be reduced from 120dB to 90dB. Quieter 
fireworks under the 90dB level are widely available from suppliers. 

Encourage the use of quieter and/or lower environmental impact fireworks. 

Request that any litter and debris, including from firework displays, resulting 
from an event is cleared from the site by the organisers within a set timeframe. 

Request that organisers mitigate any impacts from firework displays on the 
community and environment and provide the Council with details of this within a 
set timeframe prior to the event. 

Prohibit organisers who do not meet the conditions from holding any such 
future events on council-owned land. 

All of the above 



None of the above 

Other (please specify) 
 

 

3. The Council already has a Code of Conduct prohibiting the release of sky 
lanterns or balloons from council-owned land. Should a similar Code of 
Conduct be in place to ensure council money is not spent on funding, 
organising or promoting firework displays? Please select one only 
 
Please note that this would not prevent Councillors or Officers from 
funding, organising or promoting firework displays in a private 
capacity. 

Yes 

No 

Don't know 
 
 
Members are asked to consider if they wish to agree answers to the three questions posed 
by the East Suffolk Council consultation on firework displays. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Item 12 
To consider how to proceed with the Hamblin Road sign.   

 
Councillors will recall that at the February meeting this item was discussed and the 
following is shown in the minutes: 
 
It was agreed that the Town Clerk would seek professional advice from a signwriter, whilst 
Councillor Walsh was asked to speak with Woodbridge Art Club about the potential to 
renovate the Elmhurst Park sign. 
 
The Town Clerk has received the following advice: 
 
Dear Greg, 
Thanks for the enquiry and I have had a closer look at the sign. It is painted on plywood and as the 

photo shows, the top laminate is beginning to split along the lines of the grain. This always 
happens with plywood over time and is the enemy of a smooth lasting painted finish. Repainting 

this existing sign is possible, of course, but is not likely to last for many years. How long is in the 
lap of the gods. A brush and wash down with a bit of retouching where necessary might improve 

the general look of the sign from a respectable distance (which is the majority of car park customers 

)and might suffice for a few seasons. 

 
A longer term strategy would be to start again with a new substrate with either a painted or printed 

surface. Both can be updated over time. The substrate is likely to last much longer than plywood. 
This appraisal is intended to help with strategic planning and will eventually need some costings. In 

the meantime, food of thought. 
 
Councillor Walsh has confirmed that a member of the Woodbridge Art Club would be 
delighted to ‘smarten up’ up the sign, but this would require it being removed from its 
current location.  
 
It is foreseeable then that there are two options: 
 
- Remove and repaint the existing sign.  
- Design and purchase a new sign.  

 
Members are asked to consider how they wish to proceed with the Hamblin Road sign, and 
to agree that any costs are met from the Amenities Committee budget.  


