
 
WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL 

Shire Hall   Market Hill   Woodbridge   Suffolk   IP12 4LP 
Locum Town Clerk:  Mr G E Diaper 

Tel:  01394 383599 
Email:  townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk  

 
 

 
TO MEMBERS OF THE AMENITIES COMMITTEE 

  
      Cllr Adelson  Cllr Bale  Cllr Blois    
   Cllr Jewers  Cllr Miller         Cllr O’Nolan             
   Cllr Rawlings  Cllr Sanders  Cllr Walsh 
      Cllr Wilks 
    
You are hereby summoned to attend the MEETING of the AMENITIES COMMITTEE to 
be held at ST MARY’S CHURCH, WOODRIDGE on: TUESDAY 6TH JULY 2021 at 7.00PM 
 

 
Greg Diaper 
Locum Town Clerk  
1st July 2021 
 

Public Attendance 
Members of the public and press are welcome to attend.  The public will be invited to 
give their views/question the Town Council on issues on the agenda, or raise issues for 
consideration of inclusion at future meetings.  This item will be limited to 30 minutes 
duration. 
 

AGENDA 
 
1. TO ELECT A CHAIR OF COMMITTEE FOR 2021/2022 

 

2. TO ELECT A VICE-CHAIR OF COMMITTEE FOR 2021/2022 

 
3. APOLOGIES 
 
4. TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Members and officers are invited to make any declarations of Disclosable 
Pecuniary or Local Non-Pecuniary Interests that they may have in relation to 
items on the Agenda and are also reminded to make any declarations at any 
stage during the meeting if it becomes apparent that this may be required when 
a particular item or issue is considered. 

 

mailto:townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk


5. TO CONSIDER REQUEST FOR DISPENSATIONS 
Councillors with a Pecuniary Interest in an item on this Agenda, who wish to 
remain, speak, and/or vote during consideration of that item, may apply for a 
dispensation in writing to the Town Clerk prior to the meeting.  Applications may 
also be considered at the meeting itself should the nature of the interest become 
apparent to a Councillor at the time of the meeting. 

 
6. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

For the public to ask questions of the Council or raise issues for consideration at 
a future meeting of the Council. Thirty minutes maximum.  

  
7. TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 6th APRIL 

2021 

 
8. PUBLIC QUESTIONS 

For the public to ask questions of the Committee or raise issues for 
consideration at a future meeting of the Committee 
 

9. TO CONSIDER WHETHER AND HOW TO SUPPORT THE WOMEN’S CYCLE TOUR 

IN OCTOBER 2021 – ATTACHED 

 

10. TO CONSIDER WHETHER TO PLANT TREES IN THE VICINITY OF THE KINGSTON 

FIELD PLAY AREA – ATTACHED 

 

11. TO RECEIVE A VERBAL UPDATE IN REGARDS TO POTENTIAL LAND TRANSFER 

FROM EAST SUFFOLK COUNCIL – ATTACHED 

 

12. TO CONSIDER THE POTENTIAL COSTS OF INSTALLING A SENSORY GARDEN AT 

THE ELMHURST PARK MELON PIT – ATTACHED 

 

13. TO DISCUSS THE POTENTIAL FOR INSTALLING NEW BENCHES ON TIDE MILL 

WAY – ATTACHED 

 

14. TO CONSIDER WHETHER TO MAKE REPAIRS TO THE ALLOTMENT FENCE ON 

KINGSTON FIELD – ATTACHED 

 

15. TO CONSIDER AN APPLICATION FROM THE GALLEY CREAMERY AND DELI TO 

HIRE THE MARKET SQUARE – ATTACHED 

 

16. TO NOTE ROUTINE MAINTENANCE WORKS REQUIRED ON THE TOWN COUNCIL 

ESTATE – ATTACHED 

 

17. CLOSURE 
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WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of an on-line meeting of the AMENITIES COMMITTEE held on TUESDAY 6TH APRIL 2021 at 
7pm  
 
Councillors:    
 
Present:  S Bale, Lady C Blois (except item 1028-1034), P Gillard, J Jewers (except item 

1027-1034), S Miller, S Rawlings, R Sanders, C Walsh (except 1021-1025), and 
 M Wilks  

 
Absent without 
Apologies:  C Mapey 
                    
In Attendance: Locum Town Clerk, Locum Deputy Town Clerk and one member of the public 

 
  Action 

1021. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 
There were no apologies for absence. 
 

 

1022. TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 
No members declared an interest in matters on the agenda. 

 

 

1023. TO CONSIDER REQUEST FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 
There were no requests from Councillors for a dispensation. 
 

 

1024. CONFIRMATION OF AMENITIES COMMITTEE MINUTES 

 
The Committee received and approved the signing of the minutes of the meeting 
held on 9th February 2021 as a true record. 
 

 

1025. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

 
There were no members of the public present. 
 

 

1026. TO NOTE THE RESPONSE FROM THE TRUSTEES REGARDING THE QUAKER BURIAL 
GROUND AND TO CONSIDER A PROPOSAL FROM COUNCILLOR WILKS THAT THIS 
COUNCIL MANAGE THE QUAKER BURIAL GROUND, WITHIN THE EXISTING WTC 
LEASE, ACCORDING TO PRO-SOCIAL MANAGEMENT GROUP DESIGN PRINCIPLES 
WHEREBY RELEVANT STAKEHOLDERS, "FRIENDS OF" AND COUNCIL 
REPRESENTATIVES COLLABORATE CONSENSUALLY TO CREATE AND PURSUE A 
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STATEMENT OF MISSION AND PURPOSE THAT DELIVERS BEST OUTCOMES FROM 
THIS 'RESOURCE IN COMMON' FOR THE PEOPLE OF WOODBRIDGE 
 
The Committee noted the response from the Trustees regarding the Quaker 
Burial Ground and considered a proposal from Councillor Wilks that this council 
manage the Quaker Burial Ground, within the existing WTC lease, according to 
pro-social management group design principles whereby relevant stakeholders, 
"friends of" and Council representatives collaborate consensually to create and 
pursue a statement of mission and purpose that delivers best outcomes from this 
'resource in common' for the people of Woodbridge. 
 
The Committee agreed to write again to the Trustees of the Quaker Burial 
Ground, setting out the maintenance requirement of the Council contained in the 
lease, and the maintenance requirements of Norse as set out in the contract, and 
ask them if they could identify those aspects of the maintenance requirements of 
Norse were not being complied with and whether these impacted on the 
Council’s requirements contained in the lease.   
 
The Committee agreed to ask the Trustees if there were further specific 
maintenance requirements they now wished to see included, either in the lease 
or the Norse contract, and whether they would wish to contribute to any 
increased costs which might accrue if these were added to the Norse contract 
requirements. 
 

1027. TO DISCUSS POTENTIAL LOCATIONS FOR A COMMUNITY BOOK EXCHANGE  
 
The Committee considered the potential for a community book exchange, 
possibly re-using a redundant telephone kiosk or at some other publicly available 
location.   
 
Councillor Walsh was asked to identify suitable locations and report to the next 
meeting of the Committee for their consideration. 
 

 

1028. TO AGREE TO THE REQUEST FROM THE CLIMATE AND ECOLOGICAL EMERGENCY 
COMMITTEE TO STOP USING PEAT-BASED PRODUCTS ON TOWN COUNCIL LAND 
 
The Committee agreed to request that the Council’s contractors, East Suffolk 

Norse, refrain from the use of peat-based products on Council land. 

 

 

1029. TO AGREE TO THE INSTALLATION OF A PLAQUE IN MEMORY OF FORMER 
COUNCILLOR AND TOWN MAYOR MR NEIL MONTGOMERY 
 
The Committee agreed to purchase and install a plaque on the Castle Street 
bench, further to approval of East Suffolk Council and County Councillor Page, 
with the wording to be agreed with Mr Montgomery’s family. 
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1030. TO CLARIFY THIS COMMITTEE’S EXPECTATION FOR THE ELMHURST PARK MELON 

PIT 
 
The Committee agreed to individually submit their ideas to Councillor Gillard who 
would compile them in order that Officers could seek quotations for the 
installation of a “high level sensory garden” in the area.  
 
Members were reminded that there was no specific budgetary provision for this 
work. 
 

 

1031. TO CONSIDER THE APPLICATION FROM THE GALLEY RESTAURANT TO HIRE THE 
MARKET SQUARE 
 
The Committee agreed that the Locum Town Clerk be authorised to grant free 
use of the Market Square to the Galley Restaurant and Strawberry Cafe until 30th 
October 2021 and negotiate with both businesses agreeing how their use of the 
area should be divided, with the market taking precedence on Thursdays. 
 
The Committee asked the Locum Town Clerk to discuss the issues regarding the 
sale/consumption of alcohol at the businesses’ tables with the Council’s insurers. 
 

 

1032. TO CONSIDER THE APPLICATION FROM “NOISE OF ART” TO HIRE ELMHURST PARK 
ON 17TH JULY 2021 
 
The Committee agreed to hire Elmhurst Park, subject to any Covid-19 restrictions, 
to “Noise of Art” for a fee of £300, and to also invite “Noise of Art” to make a 
grant application to the Council towards this sum. 
 

 

1033. TO RECEIVE A VERBAL UPDATE FROM THE POST-COVID EVENTS WORKING PARTY 
 
The Committee received a verbal update outlining plans for post-covid events. 
 

 

1034. CLOSURE 

 
The meeting was closed at 8.36pm. 

 

  
 
 
 

Councillor Gillard 
Chair 



ITEM 9 
TO CONSIDER WHETHER AND HOW TO SUPPORT THE WOMEN’S CYCLE TOUR IN 
OCTOBER 2021 
 
The Council received the following email: - 
 
“The Women’s Tour, a six stage international bike race comprising of the best female 
cyclists in the world, including Olympic and World Champions. It is organised nationally 
by Sweetspot and locally by Suffolk County Council and East Suffolk Council. Suffolk will 
have the final stage of the race on Saturday 9th October which is a first for the County 
and provides a great opportunity to engage with the local communities along the route 
and at the finish line. It will start in Haverhill and finish in Felixstowe and the reason for 
this email is to let you know that it will be coming through Woodbridge. 
 
East Suffolk Council would really like the communities on the route to get involved in 
some community activity. For those Towns/Parishes that want to get involved in 
organising some activation activity either in the lead up or on the day the race comes 
through they have some funding available.” 
 
At present the race route is not confirmed other than “it will be coming through”.  
Obviously how we get involved depends upon the final route.  One which passes along 
Lime Kiln Quay offers greater opportunity for community involvement, that one which 
uses the A12. 
 
However, on the basis that the Tour will pass through Woodbridge, approval is sought 
to try to secure the following pre-race entertainment, with financial support from East 
Suffolk Council, who have been made aware and support these attractions with an 
estimated cost not exceeding £2,000: - 
 

a) A “Smoothy-maker” bicycle where a stationery bicycle can be pedalled to 

produce a smoothy. 

b) A “Bicycle Ballet” display team where bicycles are used as part of a (spoof) ballet 

performance. 

c) The #HappyHeartBike (a cross between a giant marble run and a kinetic 

sculpture, hand crafted and built onto the back of a bike to create a mobile piece 

of street theatre). 

 
Not all may be available, but subject to a maximum spend of £2,000, Members are 
recommended to authorise Officers to engage one or more of these for the date of the 
Women’s Tour.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ITEM 10 
TO CONSIDER WHETHER TO PLANT TREES IN THE VICINITY OF THE KINGSTON FIELD 
PLAY AREA 
 
It has been suggested to Officers that the Kingston Field play area is lacking in shade 
and therefore planting trees (maximum of four), could be an environmentally friendly 
way of providing shade for park users.  
 
Members are asked to consider whether planting trees (maximum of four) is an 
agreeable method of providing (long term) shade for park users.  
 
Members will with a knowledge of trees with a fast-growing nature and broad canopy 
may wish to suggest species to be planted.  
 
 
ITEM 11 
TO RECEIVE A VERBAL UPDATE IN REGARDS TO POTENTIAL LAND TRANSFER FROM EAST 
SUFFOLK COUNCIL 
 
Members have previously discussed the potential of transferring land in the town from 
East Suffolk Council and nominated sites including the Castle Street play area and 
Chapel Street green space as places of interest.   
 
Committee Chairs and Officers are scheduled to meet with Senior Estates Surveyor 
from East Suffolk Council on Friday 2nd July, and an update from that meeting will be 
provided verbally.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ITEM 12 
TO CONSIDER THE POTENTIAL COSTS OF INSTALLING A SENSORY GARDEN AT THE 
ELMHURST PARK MELON PIT 
 
This Committee agreed it wished to see a ‘High Level Sensory Garden’ at the Elmhurst 
Park Melon Pit and Officers have working to progress this potential project.  
 
At this stage members are reminded there is no provision in the budget during this Civic 
Year for such a project, and that during discussions with a number of gardeners it has 
become apparent that to ‘do the job properly’ it would be expected that between 
£10,000 and £15,000 be required.  
 
During discussions with potential contractors it has become apparent that the project 
will need to be undertaken in two stages. The first stage will be to employ a garden 
designer to measure the site, produce a design, and then come up with a costed 
planting and installation plan. This will give members an understanding of the likely 
costs of the project.  
 
Contact was made with a number of companies in regards to them providing quotes for 
the design work, and the following has been received from Mark Kneebone from ‘Mark 
Kneebone Garden Designs’ https://www.mark-kneebone.com/  
 
To come up with a concept plan, and then a working plan for building and planting, with 
species and numbers, for the old melon pits in Elmhurst Park would be in the region of 
£750. This would include the measuring for the plan and any details needed.  
 
The second stage, should funding be available, will be to employ a landscape gardening 
company to undertake the manual work to install the garden, supply the plants etc.  
 
Members are recommended to commission Mark Kneebone to produce a concept 
design plan, and then a working plan for building and planting, with species and 
numbers, at a cost of £750 from the Amenities Committees budget.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.mark-kneebone.com/


ITEM 13 
TO DISCUSS THE POTENTIAL FOR INSTALLING NEW BENCHES ON TIDE MILL WAY 
 
Following the success of the new seating arrangements at Whisstocks Place attention 
has been drawn to the seats on Tide Mill Way, which are without back supports and 
starting to look tired in a new and progressive area of the town.  
 
Members may wish to consider upgrading these benches, and potential suggestions 
received have included table and chairs with games inscribed on them  - such as chess , 
with chess sets available for hire from the Longshed, Museum etc.  
 

 
 



 

 
 
Members are to agree if they want to update the seating arrangements on Tide Mill 
Way, and if so, mandate Officers to make initial enquiries.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ITEM 14 
TO CONSIDER WHETHER TO MAKE REPAIRS TO THE ALLOTMENT FENCE ON KINGSTON 
FIELD 
 
The fence between the allotments and play area on Kingston Field requires repairs/ 
replacement as numerous holes and gaps are now appearing,  as shown in the photo 
below (Members may also wish to visit the site to get a better idea). 
 

 
 

 
 



Allotment holders have complained of regular night-time ‘trespass’ through the gaps in 
the fence, as well as litter and other detritus blowing in from the field.  
 
Overall the fence is not in poor condition however the gaps and damage do look 
unsightly, and clearly present an issue for our allotment holders; 
 
Good Morning Greg 
I hope you are well. 
This is your June 'reminder' re the perimeter fence on the allotment. 
We are getting a lot of debris, rubbish and wood, some of it sizeable thrown over the 
fence at the moment. Makes it questionable whether the effort on the plot is really 
worthwhile. 
Duncan 
 
Members are to decide if they wish Officers to seek quotations for the repair/ 
replacement of the fence between the allotments and play area. 
 
 
ITEM 15 
TO CONSIDER AN APPLICATION FROM THE GALLEY CREAMERY AND DELI TO HIRE THE 
MARKET SQUARE 
 
The Galley restaurant look to be expanding with the opening of the ‘Galley Creamery 
and Deli’ in new premises on the Market Square.  
 
Officers have therefore received an application to hire the Market Square for five tables 
and twelve chairs until October 31st 2021.  
 
The Galley restaurant and Wild Strawberry café already permission to use the Market 
Square free of charge for this summer, which has contributed to an improved 
atmosphere in the area.  
 
Members are recommended to agree the free hire of the Market Square for the Galley 
Creamery and Deli until 31st October 2021.  
 
 
ITEM 16 
TO NOTE ROUTINE MAINTENANCE WORKS REQUIRED ON THE TOWN COUNCIL 

ESTATE 

 

The Town Council handyman has been re-allocated to undertake the daily closure of 

the Thoroughfare since returning to work in late 2020. Whilst Officers and partners at 

East Suffolk Norse have managed the routine maintenance of the Town Council estate 

as best as possible, it could be expected that some smaller handyman tasks have 

slipped through the net (A good example is the noticeboards on the Shire Hall which 

need re-painting).  



 

To ascertain the outstanding work members are asked to visit the Town Council estate 

and suggest at the meeting any routine maintenance they consider to be required. 

This can be given to the Handyman on his return to his normal role (which could be 

expected to be once government restrictions are lifted), or requested of our partners 

at Norse or Orwell Housing.  

 

 


