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Woodbridge Town Council 
 
Minutes of the meeting of the Amenities Committee held at the John Gibbons Gallery on Tuesday 8th 
March 2022 at 7pm  
 
Councillors:    
 
Present:  D Adelson, Lady C Blois, S Bale, S Miller, E O’Nolan, S Rawlings, R Sanders, C Walsh 

and M Wilks 
                    
Apologies: J Jewers 
 
In Attendance: Town Clerk and seven members of the public. 
 
806. 

 

Apologies for absence 

 
Apologise for absence we received from Councillor Jewers.  
 

807. To receive declarations of interest 

 
Councillor Sanders declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 811 as an acquaintance of the 

members of the public present. 

 

Councillor Adelson declared a pecuniary interest in item 812 as he and his wife are members 

of the Woodbridge Growers, and his wife is an allotment holder.  

 

808. To consider requests for dispensations 
 
The Town Clerk advised Councillors that Councillor Adelson had submitted, in line with the 
Council’s Standing Order, a written request for a dispensation to remain and participate, but 
not to vote, on matters further to his declaration of a pecuniary interest regarding the 
Woodbridge Growers and the Woodbridge Town Council allotments. The dispensation request 
covers the period from this meeting until the local election in May 2023. 
 
It was agreed to grant to Councillor Adelson a dispensation to remain and participate, but not 
to vote, on matters regarding the Woodbridge Growers and the Woodbridge Town Council 
allotments, until May 2023.  
 

809. Public Question Time 

 
The Chair and Vice Chair of the Woodbridge Growers gave a presentation to Councillors 
regarding the Elmhurst Park Community Garden.  
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The owner of the Galley restaurant spoke to the decision made at the previous meeting of this 
Committee regarding the charge to hire the Market Square.  
 
The owner of Elmhurst Cottage presented her objections to the proposed Melon Pit 
developed.  
 
A member of the Woodbridge Society presented the societies opinion of the proposed Melon 
Pit development.  
 
A member of the public spoke about her frustration regarding the long waiting list for 
allotments in Woodbridge.  
 

810. To receive and approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 8th February 2022 

 
The Committee received and approved the signing of the minutes of the meeting held on 8th 
February 2022 as a true record. 
 

811. To receive an update on the Melon Pit project 

 

It was agreed that the Chair and Town Clerk prepare a submission to East Suffolk Council for 

pre-application planning advice regarding the proposed Melon Pit development.  

 

Councillors Bale and Walsh were appointed to the Melon Pit working party, who were asked 

to prepare a recommended design for the Committee to consider.  

 
812. To receive an update on the allotments/ Community Garden project 

 

The Chair presented a paper regarding the Committees work on allotment provision, the 

proposed Community Garden, the Woodbridge Growers, and a potential garden share 

scheme. Following lengthy debate the following was unanimously agreed: 

 

Allotments: 

 

Current tenants (Tenants who have had their allotment for more than five years)  

 

Tenants who have had their allotment for more than five years will be issued, in line with 

section D i of the allotment tenancy agreement, twelve months’ notice of termination from 

April 1st 2022.  

 

Current tenants (Tenants who have had their allotment for less than five years) 
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Tenants who have had their allotment for less than five years will be issued, in line with section 

D i of the allotment tenancy agreement, twelve months’ notice of termination on the fourth 

anniversary of their tenancy agreement (taking their tenancy to five years).  

  

Future tenants 

 

All new tenancy agreements will be limited to a maximum period of five years.  

 

Allotment waiting list 

 

Priority will be given to those residents without a viable garden, quantified through a 

questionnaire sent to those joining the waiting list.  

 

Residents will not be permitted to hold a tenancy with Woodbridge Town Council as well as 

membership to other local growing/ gardening associations/ clubs.  

 

Woodbridge Growers: 

 

It was agreed to seek a meeting with the Woodbridge Growers.  

 

Garden sharing scheme: 

 

The Town Clerk and Town Mayor were asked to investigate further potential interest in the 

garden sharing scheme in the Parish of Woodbridge.  

 

813. To consider how to proceed with the Kingston Field artificial cricket wicket 
 
It was agreed that the Town Clerk seek funding opportunities and partnerships with local 
organisations to further the case for the replacement of the Kingston Field artificial cricket 
wicket.  
 
The Town Clerk was also asked to seek grant funding from the District Councillors for 
Woodbridge.  
 

814. To consider the maintenance requirements of the Kingston Field stream 
 
The Town Clerk was asked to open communications with Salix Aqualogs and other similar 
companies to seek quotations for the repair and maintenance of the Kingston Field stream.  
 

815. To consider the offer of a donation of cyclamen for Elmhurst Park 
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It was agreed to accept the offer of a donation of cyclamen for Elmhurst Park from a local 
resident, with pink and white flowers preferred.  
 
The Town Clerk was asked to continue dialogue with the Woodbridge Quay Church regarding 
their community service volunteering offer which could be utilised for this purpose.  
 

816. To consider how to proceed with the Ice Cream vending license 
 
It was agreed that following a change of circumstances that no fee be charged for the ice cream 
license for the period April 1st 2022 – March 31st 2023.  
 

817. To consider the condition of the Elmhurst Park roadway 
 
The Town Clerk was asked to create a social media post asking for information regarding the 
vaults beneath the access road to Elmhurst Park.  
 

818. To consider a request to improve the surfacing around the Kingston Field table tennis table  
 
The Town Clerk was asked to seek quotations for the replacement of the surfacing around the 
Kingston Field table tennis table.  
 

819. Closure 
 
The meeting was closed at 9.18pm 
 

  
 
 

          Councillor O’Nolan 
         Chair 


