
WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL 
Shire Hall   Market Hill   Woodbridge   Suffolk   IP12 4LP 

Town Clerk:  Mr G E Diaper 
Tel:  01394 383599 

Email:  townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk  

TO MEMBERS OF THE AMENITIES COMMITTEE 

Cllr Adelson Cllr Bale Cllr Blois 
Cllr Jewers Cllr Miller     Cllr O’Nolan 
Cllr Rawlings Cllr Sanders Cllr Walsh 

Cllr Wilks 

You are hereby summoned to attend the Meeting of the Amenities Committee to be held  
at Shire Hall on: Tuesday 12th October 2021 at 7pm 

Greg Diaper 
Town Clerk  
7th October 2021 

Public Attendance 
Members of the public and press are welcome to attend.  The public will be invited to give 
their views/question the Town Council on issues on the agenda, or raise issues for 
consideration of inclusion at future meetings.  This item will be limited to 30 minutes 
duration. 

AGENDA 

1. Apologies

2. To receive declarations of interest
Members and officers are invited to make any declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary
or Local Non-Pecuniary Interests that they may have in relation to items on the
Agenda and are also reminded to make any declarations at any stage during the
meeting if it becomes apparent that this may be required when a particular item or
issue is considered.

3. To consider request for dispensations
Councillors with a Pecuniary Interest in an item on this Agenda, who wish to remain,
speak, and/or vote during consideration of that item, may apply for a dispensation in
writing to the Town Clerk prior to the meeting.  Applications may also be considered

mailto:townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk


at the meeting itself should the nature of the interest become apparent to a 
Councillor at the time of the meeting. 

 
4. Public Question Time 

For the public to ask questions of the Council or raise issues for consideration at a 
future meeting of the Council. Fifteen minutes maximum.  

  
5. To receive and approve the Minutes of the meeting held 14th September 2021 

 

6. To receive a verbal update on the Melon Pit project. 

 

7. To receive responses to the proposed upgrades and agree the requirements for the 

Elmhurst Park play area.  

 

8. To receive public comments and agree how to proceed with the Market Hill 

telephone kiosk.  

 

9. To provide comment to East Suffolk Council on the future of the ‘Boat Feature’ on 

the River Wall  

 
10. To consider contributing to the Woodbridge Christmas Lights fund.  

 
11. To consider a request from the Rotary Club of Woodbridge to close Tide Mill Way for 

the Christmas Carol service 
 

12. Closure 
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WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of the meeting of the AMENITIES COMMITTEE held at Shire Hall on TUESDAY 14th 
SEPTEMBER 2021 at 7pm  
 
Councillors:    
 
Present:  D Adelson, S Bale, J Jewers, S Miller, E O’Nolan, S Rawlings , R Sanders, C Walsh 

and M Wilks 
 
Apologies:  Lady C Blois 
                    
In Attendance: Locum Town Clerk and one member of the public 
 
307. 

 

Apologies for absence 

 
Apologies for absence had been received from Councillors Blois 
 

308. To receive declarations of interest 

 
Councillor Adelson declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 317 as his wife is an allotment 

holder.  

 

309. To consider requests for dispensations 
 
There were no requests from Councillors with a Pecuniary Interest in an item on this Agenda 
for a dispensation. 
 

310. Public Question Time 

 
A member of the public asked the Committee to consider dedicating a space in central 
Woodbridge for notices of forthcoming local events, as there is currently no single place for 
local people or visitors to find out what is happening in the town.  
 

311. To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held on 3rd August 2021. 
 

The Committee received and approved the signing of the minutes of the meeting held on 3rd 
August 2021 as a true record. 
 

312. To consider creating a “poster wall” for organisations to post details of forthcoming events 
 
With the approval of the Committee the Chair reordered the agenda to allow for consideration 
of this item.  
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Members agreed that the Locum Town Clerk should approach the Woodbridge Co-op and seek 
permission to use their fence which faces the Hamblin Road car park and Elmhurst Walk.  
 
The Locum Town Clerk was also asked to investigate the potential use of Kingston Pavilion, and 
whether any covenants included in the will of Mr Kingston-Smith forbid such action.  
  

313 To receive an update on the Melon Pit project. 

 
Members were advised that adverts had been placed in local publications and that a meeting 
with interested parties was scheduled for Friday 17th September.  
 

314. To agree the specification for the Elmhurst Park play area update in order to add tender 

documents to the Contracts Finder website. 

 

Members offered a number of suggestions including a play train, ‘Toddlers Paradise’, climbing 

frames, speaking tubes, sunken trampolines, sand and water play and accessible equipment.  

 

It was agreed that the Locum Town Clerk would organise and advertise a consultation with 

users of the play area to gauge public opinion before contact is made with potential 

contractors.  

 

315. To discuss how to improve the planting of the tubs on Tide Mill Way. 
 
It was agreed that the Locum Town Clerk investigate the costs of purchasing replacing planters 
and the costs of removing those in situ, and to also undertake some interim planting of the 
existing tubs.   
 

316. To discuss how to improve the planting of the Elmhurst Park ‘Cannon bed’. 

 

It was agreed that the Locum Town Clerk should seek quotations for paving one corner of the 
current bed, and also seek advice on the damage to the adjacent pavement potentially caused 
by tree roots.  
 
Members also asked that the planting of the beds with roses be investigated by the Clerk and 
for all of the costs associated with this work be presented at a future meeting.  
 

317. To agree the purchase of hedging plants for planting at the Kingston Field allotments. 
 
It was agreed that the Locum Town Clerk could spend up to a maximum of £420 from the 
Amenities Committee budget to purchase up to 60 hedging plants for planting at the Kingston 
Field allotments.  
 
Councillor Jewers left the meeting (8.20pm).  
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318. To agree how to proceed with the Market Hill telephone kiosk.  
 
Whilst a community book exchange would be their preferred use of the Market Hill telephone 
kiosk, it was agreed that members of the public should be consulted for their views by way of 
a sign on the kiosk and advertising on social media.  
 

319. To discuss the potential for cycle racks at Whisstocks Place and other sites in the town 
 

The Locum Town Clerk was asked to investigate the costs of installing five bike racks between 

the Museum glass window and the sea wall on Whisstocks Place. A maximum spend of £1000 

from the Amenities Committee budget was agreed.  

 
320. To consider and agree (including prioritisation) of new projects for possible inclusion in the 

2022/2023 budget – Attached 
 
Members agreed the following items for possible inclusion in the 2022/23 budget: 
 
- Plastic bag recycling point/ takeaway location (Locum Town Clerk to investigate 

Mundesley-on-Sea Parish Council).  
- Deckchairs for hire (Elmhurst Park and Kingston Field) 
- Vermin proof litter bins 
- Update to the Cannon bed area of Elmhurst Park inc. cycle racks 
- Transport for Council workers 

 
The Locum Town Clerk was also asked to seek more accurate cost for the adding of an 
accessible ramp to the Elmhurst Park bandstand.  
 

321. To consider Christmas decoration for Whisstocks Place 

 

It was agreed not to allocate any money at this time, but for the Locum Town Clerk to discuss 

with Councillor Sutton the potential for a ‘Community Tree’ to be produced by the Woodbridge 

Riverside Trust.  

 

322. To review the summer events in Elmhurst Park 

 

Members discussed the summer events in Elmhurst Park, some of which were funded by this 

Council, and noted a new hire form is being produced by Officers.   

 

323. To consider what support the Council can offer the Scouts in obtaining new premises 

 

Members were advised that the 1st Woodbridge Scouts are currently meeting at Rock Barracks, 

having had their lease terminated by their landlord, the Seckford Foundation.   
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Members agreed that the Locum Town Clerk and Chair draft a letter to be sent to the Seckford 

Foundation asking for information about when the damaged wall will be repaired and when 

the scouts will be invited back into the building.   

 

324. Closure 
 
The meeting was closed at 9.21pm 
 

  
 
 

          Councillor O’Nolan 
         Chair 



Item 7 
To receive responses to the proposed upgrades and agree the requirements for the 
Elmhurst Park play area 
 
A three-year rolling programme of updates to the Councils play areas was included as part 
of the most recent budget process, and as agreed the work to Kingston Field is scheduled to 
take place in October and November this year.  
 
It was agreed to budget £20,000 for the Elmhurst Park play area in the 2022/23 financial 
year, so as a means of having this work undertaken early in that period (from April 
onwards), and to have the play area ready for summer 2022, work should start now to 
agree a specification and advertise the opportunity to potential contractors. The hope 
would be to appoint contractors shortly before or after Christmas with a view to scheduling 
the work for April 2022.  
 
The current items included in the play area are; 
 
2 x springy rockers 
2 x two bay swings 
1 x ‘Munchy the caterpillar’ 
1 x Adventure play boat 
1 x Spinning top 
 

 



 
The play area in Elmhurst Park has traditionally focussed on providing play activities for 
younger children, with Kingston Field catering for older generation.  
 
The matting beneath the toddler swings (yellow frame) is in a poor condition and replacing 
this with a wet pour resin will need to be included in the tender – this work would be 
expected to cost around £3,000.    
 
Further to the September meeting of this Committee members of the public have been able 
to answer three questions via an online survey, the results for which are shown below; 
 

 
 
The additional responses were; 
 
- Huge xylophone like the one at Needham Lakes 
- And my daughter says a see-saw 
- Anything encouraging relationships with nature and wildlife 
- Sunken roundabout 
- Swings 
- With covid I would think the speaking tubes would be a bad choice. Sand and water play 

are very messy (spare clothes needed etc) if you're just popping to the park for a quick 
run about!! 

- Swings 
 



 
 

 
 
Councillors Adelson and Sanders also provided the following feedback; 
 
Dear all, 
 
I spent about an hour at Elmhurst this morning.  It was on the chilly side and most of the 
time there was just one child there with his grandparents.  The child had clearly been 
before, and ran straight to the boat, hoping that the wheel had been repaired.  He then 
tried all the play equipment - except the spring-rocking animals - not spending very long on 
anything!  The grandparents are from Hollesley, the child from Ipswich, and they have used 
play areas in many of the villages around here.  Apparently the child's favourite is Ufford 
(something to do with sculpted animals). Nana reported after a while that they would most 
like the train and the trampoline. I hope they'll submit their vote online. 
 
As I was leaving, another child was arriving, also with a lady whom I took to be a 
grandparent.  I had a shorter conversation with her.  She said sand and water would be 
great for this very young child, though she understood about the practical difficulties (also 
the child has a sand-pit at her nearby home).  Also a vote for the trampoline.  Again I hope 
this vote will be sent online.  This lady also commented that in summer sunshine the slide 
and the caterpillar get too hot to touch, and she would like to see some shade provided.  
She seemed to have in mind a canopy which would also keep some rain off, but also 
mentioned a tree as an idea. 



 
A further comment from my wife (who, as I've previously mentioned, works in early-years 
provision) - she's not surprised that the spring-rockers aren't well-used, as the springs are 
too stiff for a child to rock by him/herself. 
 
Hope this is helpful, 
 
David 
 

 
Hi, 
I was in the park this am cleaning up litter and then asked the parents there their, and also 
their children's, thoughts on the possible options. Top of the poll was the trampoline 
followed by the speaker tubes. Bottom of the league - sand and water - not practical and 
parents felt that the sand pit in Kingston Field was fine if they wanted sand play.  
One interesting suggestion -  have the current ship in a very shallow water trough so the 
children can pretend it is a real boat.  
 
Regards, 
Robin 
 

 
 
 
Members are asked to agree their requirements to be advertised to potential contractors 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Item 8 
To receive public comments and agree how to proceed with the Market Hill telephone kiosk  

 

Further to the decision taken at the last meeting of this committee to ask for public opinion 

on the possible use of the Market Hill telephone kiosk, below are the answers received as of 

Thursday 7th October; 

 

- Book swap is fine, but can the phone remain operative? 

- I'm sorry this will no longer be an actual telephone kiosk! Not everyone has a mobile 

phone and I believe this kiosk still serves a useful purpose, although perhaps is use no 

longer justifies its retention. However, that isolated call may be a matter of life and 

death. Please bear this in mind when making decisions - it's not just a matter of 

numbers. As for a community bookstore/library: I have seen these elsewhere, but there 

was little indication of how much they were used but . . . nothing ventured! 

- Hi, It’s Jason here from Rubbish Walks CIC. I presented a proposal to the town council 3 

years ago about the phone box called ‘The Little Hub Of Happiness’ but at the time was 

told that it wasn’t appropriate as the phone was still used by members of the public. It’s 

great to hear that opinions have changed and that it will now be used as a community 

space. I still have all the info and would love to collaborate if you are interested? My 

Ideas extend further than just a bookstore/community library. My mobile number is 

07834 375917 if you would like to discuss further. Kind Regards Jason 

- I work at Suffolk archives and in an old phone now in tattingstone we installed a vintage 

phone which was actaully an audio listening post for people to listen to oral histories 

and memories of the area. We worked with chronicle digital storytelling to do this and it 

was a lovely project. It may be something of interest! 

https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-suffolk-

57545535.amp  

- Please don’t call it a library as we have one of these down the road that is free to use. It 

would be good to use it for something more creative, to display children’s art or 

historical images of Woodbridge, or to help promote place to visit in Woodbridge. 

- A defibrillator? 

- Keep it as a telephone kiosk but clean it up! 

 

BT have advised WTC that the phone services have now been removed – Woodbridge Town 

Council will take legal ownership of the kiosk on Wednesday 13th October. Arrangements 

have been made with an electrician to make the kiosk safe.  

 

Members will recall the following decision made by Town Council in August: 

 

The Council agreed to the purchase of the Market Hill telephone kiosk and committed a 

budget of £250 from the Amenities Committee budget to making the lighting safe and 

installing shelving so that it may be used as a free book library. 

https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-suffolk-57545535.amp
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-suffolk-57545535.amp


 

Members may now wish to consider any accompanying use of the kiosk alongside the 

previously agreed use as a ‘free book library’.  

 

Members are asked to agree how this wish to proceed with the development of Market Hill 

telephone kiosk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Item 9 
To provide comment to East Suffolk Council on the future of the ‘Boat Feature’ on the River 
Wall 
 
Members will be familiar with the “boat feature” on the River Wall next to the bus shelter.  
 

 
  
 
It needs repair and East Suffolk Council have asked if this Council would like them to repair 
it or provide an alternative feature at East Suffolk Council’s expense. 
 
Members are to agree their comment to East Suffolk Council 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Item 10 
To consider contributing to the Woodbridge Christmas Lights fund 
 
Choose Woodbridge are seeking donations in order to provide festive lighting in 

Woodbridge this Christmas - the overleaf press releases provide more information on this 

project.  

 

Members are asked to determine if they wish to contribute, from the Amenities Committee 
budget, toward the Woodbridge Christmas Light fund.  
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                                                                                                    Community Interest Company 

                                                                                                         (CIC)            
 
Whether you’re a retailer, in hospitality, leisure or a service industry, the last 18 months have been tough and demanding 

but hopefully the worst of what Covid can throw at us as businesses is behind us and we can plan for a strong positive trading 

period over the next 3 months. 

 

Making Woodbridge an even more attractive environment for visitors in the run-up to Christmas will inevitably boost 

spending in the town and have a positive impact on the collective well-being of our town. 

 

Acting on behalf of businesses in Woodbridge, Choose Woodbridge has put together a proposal to festively light the 

Thoroughfare, Church St and the trees in the Market Square which, alongside the annual Christmas trees attached or placed 

outside the properties, is expected to provide a welcoming and cheerful antidote to the long winter evenings, and draw 

visitors around the town. 

 

Funding has to come from Woodbridge businesses. To date £4500 has been pledged by over 27 businesses and 3 private 

residents .Our District Council ( ESC ) has also  pledged to add to next year’s  but we need more . The higher the total 

donated the greater and more impressive the scale of lighting. A contract has been signed with the company we are working 

with which will ensure that Woodbridge will be lit up for Christmas for the next three years. In total we need to raise at least 

£10,000 to cover the three years. As mentioned before the more we raise the brighter Woodbridge will be. We are planning 

that the decorations will be up for the beginning of December ensuring a sparkly run up to Christmas enticing people into 

our shops.  

 

As businesses we all have an interest in ensuring our town remains attractive and prosperous and hopefully your business, or 

the business you work for, can help the others who have already pledged by sharing in the cost burden to light up 

Woodbridge. 

 

Please contact Clare Perkins by email: woodbridgechristmaslightsfund@gmail.com 

 or by phone 07812 997 467and please confirm what amount you can contribute. 

 

You’ll have seen in previous years the Christmas trees being put up on the outside of properties – if you haven’t ordered 

yours yet, then please confirm how many you’d like at the same time as pledging – the cost per tree is from £34.99 

depending on height chosen. 

 

 This year, because of a shortage of volunteers to put them up,we are asking businesses to place 2  trees outside their 

premises. Lights will be provided, and the trees will be delivered already potted up in red pots. If you would like to change 

the colour of the pot at your expense you are welcome to do so.  

 

Clare will order your tree from Notcutts of Woodbridge and let you know when it is ready for collection. Payment will be 

made upon collection. We have lights from previous years for the trees and these can be collected from Tim Fincham at 

The Sandwich Shop.   

 

We sincerely hope that regardless of the size of your business that you’ll feel able to participate with this project. 

 

If you need any more information, please do ask. We look forward to hearing from you. 

 

Thank you in advance for helping to make Woodbridge sparkle this Christmas. 

 
9 Station Road, IP12 4AU (Company number 09452361) 

 

mailto:woodbridgechristmaslightsfund@gmail.com


Item 11 
To consider a request from the Rotary Club of Woodbridge to close Tide Mill Way for the 
Christmas Carol service 
 
As members are aware the Christmas Carol service will this year be held on Whisstocks 
Place for the first time. The organisers, the Rotary Club of Woodbridge, have made the 
following request to Officers in regards to the potential of us agreeing to the closure of Tide 
Mill Way to facilitate the safe passage of pedestrians and volunteers during the event; 
 
Greg 
 
Both Barrie from the Sea Scouts and I have been having a virtual conversation,  I am sure 
Clare would agree about a road closure on Tide Mill Way for the Carol Service and Light 
Show on Wednesday 22 December 2021. 
 
I am told there are more vehicles using Tide Mill Way after 6pm that I first thought, as you 
know the main reason for me moving from the Market Hill  was the cost imposed on us by 
SCC, it was going to cost me in excess of £400, the reason for having the road closed was 
public safety.  
 
I know the Town Council would like to see Whisstocks Square used for more events, however 
I cannot jeopardise the safety of the public and my helpers which also includes the Sea 
Scouts who will be offering light refreshments outside their building during the evening, 
given lighting and possibly inclement weather I think it will be prudent to close Tide Mill 
Way, I am sure the residents will understand, we of course would allow them access. 
 
The Carol service normally has upwards of 1000 people attending. 
 
On behalf of Woodbridge Town Council, are you able to pursue this please, I have already 
made contact with Network Rail and have to let them know nearer the event, if needs be we 
can meet and discuss, however I think its reasonably clear what we are seeking, Tide Mill 
Way be closed between 6pm and 10pm to cover both ends of the events. 
 
Thank you 
 
Regards 
 
Robin 
 
The section of Tide Mill Way between the railway line and the entrance to the Tide Mill 
Yacht Harbour was transferred to Woodbridge Town Council as part of the 1977 
conveyance of the Granary (the full document is available on SharePoint).  
 



 
 
 

 
 



 
The Rotary Club’s intentions are to ensure the safety of members of the public attending 
the event, and volunteers working/ taking part in the event, by completely blocking access 
to vehicles south of the railway line – to facilitate this signage and marshals (provided by 
the Rotary Club) will be positioned in the section of the road to the north of the railway – 
this allows for vehicles without permission to turn round.  
 
This requirement has been prompted as the road is poorly lit, and previous events on 
Whisstocks Place have seen large numbers of vehicles driving to the site in an attempt to 
park, and upon realising it is not possible, performing turning manoeuvres in an area packed 
with people.  
 
It will however be necessary to ensure that residents of the Granary and Deben Wharf, as 
well as users of the Tide Mill Yacht Harbour, can access their properties should they wish.  
 
Members are asked to discuss and agree where deemed appropriate: 
 
1 – To close to traffic the section of Tide Mill Way owned by Woodbridge Town Council 
between 6pm and 10pm on Wednesday 22nd December. 
2 – To ensure that access for residents of the Granary and Deben Wharf, and users/ 
residents of the Tide Mill Yacht Harbour, are granted during this time if required.  
3 – The Rotary Club of Woodbridge are asked to write to all residents in the 
aforementioned properties informing them of the closure, and requesting, if possible, they 
avoid using the road during that time.   
4 – Woodbridge Town Council Amenities Committee to purchase two ‘Road closed’ signs, 
for use at this event and for future events.   
 
https://www.aspli.com/3832/road-closed-metal-sign-chapter-8-red-
book/?gclid=CjwKCAjwtfqKBhBoEiwAZuesiJt7R4RbHzDA5LKR-BmVvad2EV98KuicUSVi5ktq-
F4YlXxxSj67lxoC7GYQAvD_BwE  
 
 

https://www.aspli.com/3832/road-closed-metal-sign-chapter-8-red-book/?gclid=CjwKCAjwtfqKBhBoEiwAZuesiJt7R4RbHzDA5LKR-BmVvad2EV98KuicUSVi5ktq-F4YlXxxSj67lxoC7GYQAvD_BwE
https://www.aspli.com/3832/road-closed-metal-sign-chapter-8-red-book/?gclid=CjwKCAjwtfqKBhBoEiwAZuesiJt7R4RbHzDA5LKR-BmVvad2EV98KuicUSVi5ktq-F4YlXxxSj67lxoC7GYQAvD_BwE
https://www.aspli.com/3832/road-closed-metal-sign-chapter-8-red-book/?gclid=CjwKCAjwtfqKBhBoEiwAZuesiJt7R4RbHzDA5LKR-BmVvad2EV98KuicUSVi5ktq-F4YlXxxSj67lxoC7GYQAvD_BwE

