
 
  Woodbridge Town Council 

Shire Hall   Market Hill   Woodbridge   Suffolk   IP12 4LP 
Town Clerk:  Mr G E Diaper 

Tel:  01394 383599 
Email:  townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk  

 
 

      To members of the Amenities Committee 
  

      Cllr Adelson  Cllr Blois   Cllr Gillard 
   Cllr Jewers  Cllr Miller         Cllr O’Nolan             
   Cllr Rawlings  Cllr Sanders  Cllr Walsh 
      Cllr Wilks 
    
You are hereby summoned to attend the meeting of the Amenities Committee to be held at the 
Shire Hall on: Tuesday 14th March 2023 at 7.00pm 
 

 
Greg Diaper 
Town Clerk  
9th March 2023 
 

Public Attendance 
Members of the public and press are welcome to attend. The public will be invited to give their 
views/question the Town Council on issues on the agenda, or raise issues for consideration of 
inclusion at future meetings.  This item will be limited to 30 minutes duration. 
 

Agenda 
 
1. Apologies 
 
2. To receive declarations of interest 

Members and officers are invited to make any declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or 
Local Non-Pecuniary Interests that they may have in relation to items on the Agenda and 
are also reminded to make any declarations at any stage during the meeting if it becomes 
apparent that this may be required when a particular item or issue is considered. 

 
3. To consider request for dispensations 

Councillors with a Pecuniary Interest in an item on this Agenda, who wish to remain, speak, 
and/or vote during consideration of that item, may apply for a dispensation in writing to 
the Town Clerk prior to the meeting.  Applications may also be considered at the meeting 
itself should the nature of the interest become apparent to a Councillor at the time of the 
meeting. 

 

mailto:townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk


4. Public Question Time 
For the public to ask questions of the Council or raise issues for consideration at a future 
meeting of the Council. Fifteen minutes maximum.  

  
5. To receive and approve the Minutes of the meeting held 14th February 2023 

 
6. To receive an update from the allotment working party.  

 
7. To consider a request from a member of the public regarding the car park at Broomheath.  
 
8. Closure. 
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Woodbridge Town Council 
 
Minutes of the meeting of the Amenities Committee held at the Shire Hall on Tuesday 14th February 
2023 at 7pm  
 
Councillors:    
 
Present:  D Adelson, S Miller, S Rawlings, C Walsh and M Wilks. 
                    
Apologies: Lady C Blois, P Gillard, J Jewers, E O’Nolan and R Sanders.   
 
In Attendance: Town Clerk, Cllr. Bale, Cllr. Leach, and two members of the public.   
 
696. Apologies for absence 

 
Apologise for absence were received from Councillors Blois, Gillard, Jewers, O’Nolan and 
Sanders.  
 

697. To receive declarations of interest 
 
Councillor Adelson declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 701 as a member of the 
Woodbridge Growers, and item 704 as his wife is an allotment holder.  
 

698. To consider requests for dispensations 
 
There were no requests from Councillors with a Pecuniary Interest in an item on this agenda 
for a dispensation. 
 

699. Public Question Time 
 
The members of the public present did not speak at this time.  
 

700. To receive and approve the Minutes of the meeting held 10th January 2023 
 
It was noted that item 620 should have included a reminder for Cllrs. O’Nolan and Wilks to 
speak to with younger users of Elmhurst Park.  
 
With this the Committee received and approved the signing of the minutes of the meeting 
held on 10th January 2023 as a true record. 
 

701. To receive a presentation from the Woodbridge Climate Action centre regarding the 
potential use of Elmhurst Park for a community facility. 
 
The Committee received a presentation from two members of the Woodbridge Climate 
Action Centre regarding the potential use of Elmhurst Park for a community facility.  
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The Committee agreed to recommend to Town Council that a community facility, namely the 
modified shipping container available to the Woodbridge Climate Action Centre, be sited in 
Elmhurst Park for the purpose of a community facility.  
 
The Committee further agreed that its preferred location was site 2 (as shown on the below 
map), however the Town Clerk was asked to organise a site visit prior to the Town Council 
meeting.  
 

 
  

702. To consider the grant applications to be made as part of the tranche 1 of UK Shared 
Prosperity Fund  
 
The Committee noted the grant applications proposed be made under tranche 1 of the UK 
Shared Prosperity Fund.   
 

703. To consider the use of Elmhurst Walk as a sensory garden/ walkway.  
 
The Committee agreed that it wishes the Council’s Officers to further explore the possibilities 
of a sensory garden/ walkway at Elmhurst Walk.  
 
 



 

165 
 

704. To consider a request from the Woodbridge Tennis Club regarding the pruning of trees 
overhanging the Kingston Field tennis courts.  
 
The Committee agreed that the Council’s Officers should seek quotations for the arboreal 
work required and submit any necessary planning applications.  
 

705. Closure 
 
The meeting was closed at 8.07pm.   
 

                         
 Councillor Miller 

         Chair 



Item 6 
To receive an update from the allotment working party.  
 
The allotment working party was formed following last years discussion about the Kingston Field 
allotments, and is comprised of Councillors, allotment holders, residents on the waiting list and a 
representative from the Woodbridge Growers.  
 
The Working Party met on Wednesday 1st March, and a major part of the discussion focussed on 
the current tenancy agreement, which is direct lift of the original Suffolk Coastal District Council 
agreement which transferred to WTC along with the allotments and tenants. The modernising of 
this agreement is regarded as a key aim for the working party, and therefore uploaded separately 
to SharePoint is draft agreement produced following the March 1st meeting.  
 
The document has been circulated to the working party, and the following comments have been 
received from the Woodbridge Allotment Association: 
 
4.6 – Presumably, you will require all existing tenants to sign this new agreement? In which case does 
the council by default approve all existing structures that are on site?  There is some ambiguity over 
shed v polytunnel v greenhouse or fruit cage. I would suggest that a shed is a non-productive storage 
space whilst the others are all part of the cultivated area and not governed by size restrictions. 
 
4.6.2 Some question if ponds are necessary, as this would be taking up growing space. There is no 
definition of small pond and especially if people have sheds too, space will be limited. There is a stream 
running alongside the allotments and a large pond near the car park. 
 
7.2 – There is concern from those existing tenants who were given plots by SCDC who live in adjoining 
villages. We have received verbal reassurances over several meetings that these agreements would be 
honoured and that they would not face eviction. Can this be addressed by separate letters in writing from 
the Council to those affected stating that this clause is not applicable to them unless they move out of 
East Suffolk?      
 
9.0 There is no mention of arbitration if a tenant is deemed by WTC to break the agreement. As an aside 
from the agreement there is the question of what role should Woodbridge Allotment Association play in 
any such dispute? 
 
Absent from the agreement is what are the responsibilities of WTC in respect of the allotments e.g., 
maintain boundary fences, continued water supply. 
  
At this stage there is no recommendation from the Working Party to the Amenities Committee, 
to approve this document, and it is expected that following discussion at this meeting further 
drafts will be considered by the working party and interested parties.  
 
Members are therefore asked to consider the draft allotment tenancy agreement, including the 
comments provided by the Woodbridge Allotment Association.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Item 7 
To consider a request from a member of the public regarding the car park at Broomheath.  
 
Officers have received the following communication regarding the car park at Broomheath.  
 
To: Secretary <secretary@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk> 
Cc: Town Clerk <townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk> 
Subject: Re: Broomheath Car Park Situation 
  
Thanks for taking the time to look at this issue. Since lockdown drivers have  moved the large logs down the 
path which previously enabled safe passage from the road to the Heath instead of having to walk through the 
cars. I’ve attached photos of my daily attempts to make safe the original path with small logs but pretty much 
every day without fail some driver moves them to the side again: always on weekends or warm days when the 
car park is full.   
Would it be possible to install wooden posts with yellow tops just like those installed at the front of the car park 
to stop cars parking in a way which blocks the path? Today despite the car park having lots of spaces, when I 
arrived I had to walk around the car and another car which was driving into the car park didn’t see the dogs.  
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Officers have pre-emptively sought quotations for the work in an attempt to guide discussions, 
however at the time of writing no quotes have been received.  
 
Members are asked to consider if they wish to install additional posts in the Broomheath car 
park to provide a safe walking route for pedestrians.  
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