
Item 13, Climate Emergency Committee 3rd September 

 

 

 

Background: 

There are no TPOs on the old Council Office site at Melton Hill, and the developer 

plans to remove almost all trees, and the vast majority of productive hedgerow. 

 

Here is a researched letter which I have prepared (with help!), and I would propose 

sending this to ESC. 

 

 

 

 

Tree Preservation Orders at Council Office, Melton Hill 

 

 

We write to you to request further consideration relating to the trees located at the 

former SCDC offices site and request that measures are put in place to protect the key 

trees at this site.  

 

We specifically request that Tree Preservation Orders (TPO) are placed on a number 

of trees and groups to help achieve what was recommended with the Landscape and 

Visual Appraisal dated 2017.  

  

The use of TPOs will enable the LPA / ESC to ensure that the mature trees continue 

to contribute towards the visual amenity and character of the site, its important 

surroundings and the approach to Woodbridge.  The trees also assist in enhancing the 

setting of the adjacent Conservation Area and the River Deben estuary.   

 

There are a number of useful references within the Landscape and Visual Appraisal 

dated 2017 which should be taken into account: 

  

Para 3.5 

Trees, hedges and small lawn areas within the site are proposed for removal, 

but the best and most significant trees around the site boundaries are 

proposed for retention. 

  

Para 5.2 
Removal of the existing buildings and less sympathetic elements at the existing site 

provides opportunities for local townscape enhancement. Although there is 

anticipated to be some loss of trees at the site, there will also be tree retention and 

opportunities for new tree planting. 

  

Para 6.1  
Proposed trees removals within the site may also result in changes to the local 

setting, although it is anticipated the majority of trees around the edge of the site 

will be retained. 

  



We have referred to the Hayden’s report and plan dated 2017 (and we have noted that 

the accompanying plan has not been placed on the web site documents for 

DC/19/2641/FUL). 

 

 

Woodbridge Town Council request that TPOs be placed on the key trees identified as 

the pine, whitebeam and horse chestnut trees on the road frontage and the group of 

mainly evergreen (yew, holly, holm oak) trees along the southern site boundary.   

Many of these trees and boundary areas help to support a range of habitat and species 

at the site such as bat, birds and invertebrates, in particular the stag beetle.  

The large and mature pine tree identified as T9 / Category B located in the rear car 

park was felled previously, and we are concerned that there is no apparent 

justification for this.   

  

The preservation of these trees would accord with and be consistent with the SCDC 

local plan policies (SP15 and 15), climate change initiatives (relating to air pollution), 

key characteristics described within the Woodbridge Conservation Area Appraisal 

and the more recent proposals and aspirations to protect trees alongside Pytches Road 

as referred to on page 27 - Proposed Woodbridge Conservation Area Boundary 

Extensions.   

 

We support these objectives and wish to ensure that they are also applied to this key 

site on located on the Melton main road and approach to our historic town. 

 

The use of Tree Preservation Orders at this site would also be consistent with the 

approach taken in 1999 and 2001 when your Arboricultural and Planning Officers 

supported the preservation of trees at 110b Thoroughfare (beech tree later removed) 

and trees at the former Deben Mill site.  We have supported the protection and 

planting of numbers of trees around the town centre over recent decades and wish to 

see this positive approach continue.   

  

There is also a need to ensure that the development layout allows for suitable spaces 

to accommodate new trees in order to provide softening of the proposed large 

buildings and their integration into a strong landscape framework.   

 

This was recommended within the submitted Landscape and Visual Appraisal dated 

2017 in paragraph 9.2 and also referred to within the Design Review Panel report.  

We request confirmation from the specialist officers that there is space available to 

achieve this.  We request sight of a plan to indicate what form of species might be 

planted and where these could be located, if this is not available then we suggest that 

the current application cannot be adequately assessed in terms of its local and wider 

impacts.   

 

The plan submitted by High Design Consultants Ltd does not give us any such 

reassurance that it will be possible to create a tree scape of the significance and 

impact which will be required by the proposed large mass and bulk of buildings. 

The spaces created by the proposed layout does not appear to create any significant 

space for larger trees to thrive. 

  

 


