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WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Shire Hall   Market Hill   Woodbridge   Suffolk   IP12 4LP 
Town Clerk:  Ms Kate Lacey MBA MCIPD 

Tel:  01394 383599 
Email:  townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk  

 

CLIMATE EMERGENCY COMMITTEE 
 

TO MEMBERS OF THE CLIMATE EMERGENCY COMMITTEE 
 
   Councillor Bale   Councillor Mapey 
   Councillor O’Nolan   Councillor Thompson 
   Councillor Wilks 
 
   Ms Jane Healey   Mr David Thomas 
   Ms Gaia Rodgers   Dr Pam Watson 

 
You are hereby summoned to attend a meeting of the CLIMATE EMERGENCY COMMITTEE to be 
held at the SHIRE HALL, WOODBRIDGE on TUESDAY 7 JANUARY 2020 at 7pm for the 
transaction of the following business:  
 
Public Attendance 
Members of the public and press are welcome to attend.  The public will be invited to give their 
views/questions at item 4 to the Town Council on issues on the agenda or raise issues for 
consideration for inclusion at future meetings.  This item will be limited to 15 minutes duration. 
 

AGENDA 
 

 
1. APOLOGIES 

To receive apologies for absence 
 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Members and officers are invited to make any declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Local 
Non-Pecuniary Interests that they may have in relation to items on the Agenda and are also 
reminded to make any declarations at any stage during the meeting if it becomes apparent that 
this may be required when a particular item or issue is considered.  

 
3. REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION 

Councillors with a Pecuniary Interest in an item on this Agenda, who wish to remain, speak 
and/or vote during consideration of that item, may apply for a dispensation in writing to the 
Town Clerk prior to the meeting.  Applications may also be considered at the meeting itself 
should the nature of the interest become apparent to a Councillor at the time of the meeting. 

 
4. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

15 minutes maximum.  
 
5. CONFIRMATION OF CLIMATE EMERGENCY MINUTES 

To confirm minutes of the Climate Emergency Committee held on Tuesday 5 November 2019 
– copies in the Members’ area and the public area of the website. 
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6. TO AGREE TO PUBLICISE THE GREEN-VEINING INITIATIVE – ATTACHED 

To agree to publicise the green-veining initiative 
 
7. TO AGREE TO PROVIDE SKIPS FOR HARD PLASTICS AND TETRAPRACK RECYCLING 

– ATTACHED 
To agree to provide skips for hard plastics and tetraprack recycling. 

 

8. TO DISCUSS AND AGREE PLANS FOR TREE PLANTING IN THE TOWN’S PUBLIC 
SPACES - ATTACHED 
To discuss and agree plans for tree planting in the Town’s public spaces 
 

9. TO DISCUSS AND AGREE A STRATEGY TO PROVIDE A ‘COMMUNITY BUS’ SCHEME 
BETWEEN WOODBRIDGE & SUTTON HOO, WITH STOPS IN BETWEEN – ATTACHED 
To discuss and agree a strategy to provide a ‘Community Bus’ scheme between Woodbridge 
& Sutton Hoo, with stops in between 

 
10. TO DISCUSS A SCHEME TO SUPPORT SWIFTS IN THE TOWN - ATTACHED 

To discuss a scheme to support Swifts in the town 
 
11. TO DISCUSS THE 20MPH SPEED LIMIT AND ITS IMPLEMENTATION – ATTACHED 

To discuss the 20mph speed limit and its implementation 
 

12. TO EXPLORE EXTENDING THE RIVER WALK TO ACCOMMODATE BICYCLES, FROM 
MELTON TO MARTLESHAM – ATTACHED 
To explore extending the river walk to accommodate bicycles, from Melton to Martlesham 

 
13. TO NOTE PROGRESS ON THE COUNCIL’S CLIMATE CHANGE EMERGENCY PLAN – 

ATTACHED 

To note progress on the Council’s climate change emergency plan 

 

14. TO CONSIDER CONTRIBUTING TOWARDS “TOGETHER AGAINST SIZEWELL C”’S 

CROWDFUNDER CAMPAIGN TO LAUNCH A JUDICIAL REVIEW AGAINST THE EAST 

SUFFOLK COUNCIL'S DECISION TO APPROVE THE PLANNING APPLICATION 

SUBMITTED BY EDF 

To consider contributing towards “Together Against Sizewell C”’s crowdfunder campaign to 

launch a judicial review against the East Suffolk Council's decision to approve the planning 

application submitted by EDF to: - 

a) chop down 100-year-old Coronation Wood, 

b) turn a large area of priority habitat acidic grassland, known as pillbox field, into a 576 

space car park, 

c) relocate over 320,000 sq. feet of 7 largely non-essential and non-operational Sizewell B 

buildings and an additional 128 car parking spaces, that will encroach further into the 

AONB 

 

15. TO NOMINATE A MEMBER TO ATTEND THE GREENPRINT FORUM CLIMATE CHANGE 

EVENT - ATTACHED 

To nominate a member to attend the Greenprint Forum climate change event 
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16. CLOSURE 

To close proceedings and confirm the date of the next meeting scheduled for Tuesday 3 March 
2020 at 7pm.  

 

 

 
 

Gordon Mussett 
Locum Town Clerk 
02 January 2020 
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WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of a meeting of the CLIMATE EMERGENCY COMMITTEE held in the Shire Hall, Market 
Hill, Woodbridge, on TUESDAY 5 NOVEMBER 2019 at 7pm. 
 
Present: 

Councillors: S Bale, C Mapey, E O’Nolan and M Wilks 
 
Non-council  J Healey, Dr P Watson 
members:  
 
Absent without  S Thompson 
apologies:   
   
In Attendance: Deputy Town Clerk and eight members of the public 

     

  Action 

480. MEMBERS AND OFFICERS WERE INVITED TO MAKE ANY DECLARATIONS 
OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY OR LOCAL NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS 
THAT THEY MAY HAVE IN RELATION TO ITEMS ON THE AGENDA AND WERE 
ALSO REMINDED TO MAKE ANY DECLARATIONS AT ANY STAGE DURING 
THE MEETING IF IT BECOMES APPARENT THAT THIS MAY BE REQUIRED 
WHEN A PARTICULAR ITEM OR ISSUE IS CONSIDERED, AND TO DEAL WITH 
DISPENSATIONS AS REQUESTED BY INDIVIDUAL COUNCILLORS IN LINE 
WITH S33 OF THE LOCALISM ACT 2011 
 
There were none. 
 

 

481. COUNCILLORS WITH A PECUNIARY INTEREST IN AN ITEM ON THIS 
AGENDA, WHO WISH TO REMAIN, SPEAK AND/OR VOTE DURING 
CONSIDERATION OF THAT ITEM, MAY APPLY FOR A DISPENSATION BY 
WRITING TO THE TOWN CLERK PRIOR TO THE MEETING. APPLICATIONS 
MAY ALSO BE CONSIDERED AT THE MEETING ITSELF SHOULD THE 
NATURE OF THE INTEREST BECOME APPARENT TO A COUNCILLOR AT 
THE TIME OF THE MEETING 
 
 There were none. 
 

 

482. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 
A member of the public spoke about air pollution in Woodbridge and gave her 
thoughts on how this problem could be reduced. Noted.  
 

 

483. CONFIRMATION OF CLIMATE EMERGENCY MINUTES 

It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday, 3 September 
2019 be confirmed and signed as a true copy.  

 

 

Agenda item 5
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484. TO CONSIDER INSTALLING A PLASTIC SPECIFIC RECYCLING POINT IN 
WOODBRIDGE. TO CONSIDER A MONTHLY RECYCLED PLASTIC 
SCULPTURE COMPETITION.    
 
Mr Nick Cottam spoke to the committee about the potential of installing a plastic 
specific recycling bin in the town, the contents of which may then be used for a 
sculpture competition and recyclable art.  

It was resolved to add the further discussion of this project to the next Climate 
Emergency Committee agenda.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

485. TO CONSIDER UPDATED INPUT WITH REGARD TO GREEN-VEINING 
PROJECT, AND DISCUSS ITS IMPLEMENTATION 
 
The Chairman tabled a report from the Suffolk Coastal Green Party in regards to 
green veining. Noted. 
 
The Chairman updated the committee on a potential partnership between 
Woodbridge Town Council and two University of Essex master’s students in regards 
to potential planting schemes for Elmhurst Park.  Noted.    
 

 

486. TO DISCUSS CARBON AUDIT 
 
The Chairman updated the committee on plans to undertake a Carbon Audit of 
Woodbridge Town Council, and that a meeting had been scheduled with East 
Suffolk Norse, our largest producer of carbon emissions. Noted.    
 

 

 

 

487. TO CONSIDER FURTHER NON-COUNCILLOR MEMBERS JOINING THE 
COMMITTEE 

 
It was resolved that Ms Gaia Rogers and Mr David Thomas be co-opted onto the 
committee. Ms Rogers and Mr Thomas joined the meeting.    
 

 

 

488. TO DISCUSS THE SUFFOLK HEDGEROW SURVEY REPORT 
 
Jane Healey spoke to the hedgerow survey report, highlighting to the committee its 
potential as a baseline to be measured against during further survey work. Noted.    
 

 

489. CLOSURE 
 
The next meeting was due to take place on 7 January 2020 at 7pm. 

 

 
 
 
 

Councillor O’Nolan 
Chairman 

IT WAS RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND to Town Council that a dedicated 
plastic recycling bin be purchased and then installed in a location to be decided.   
Proposed Councillor Bale, Seconded J Healey, All in Favour.  
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ITEM 6 
TO AGREE TO PUBLICISE THE GREEN-VEINING INITIATIVE 
 

The Masters students have prepared their initial thoughts, and now is the time to share these with 
the wider community and to present the whole green-veining plan to the town.  It is proposed that 
an open day be held on a Saturday in mid-April at the Community Hall, from 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 
p.m..  It will be a drop-in jigsaw format, with individual rolling presentations from: 
 

- Woodbridge Town Council Climate Emergency Committee with an overview of the total 
plan 

 
- Transition Woodbridge with their back-garden nature reserve program,  

 
- Friends of the Earth, with a bird & insect session 

 
- And to invite Suffolk Wildlife Trust, ESC Greenprint Forum, and other relevant 

organisations.   
 
Each group would take a section of the hall, and visitors will be guided through a sequenced path. 
Funding for the event, to include hall hire, refreshments and any printing costs to be met from this 
Committee’s budget. 
 
Members are recommended to publicise the green-veining initiative as outlined above. 
 
ITEM 7 
TO AGREE TO PROVIDE SKIPS FOR HARD PLASTICS AND TETRAPRACK RECYCLING 
 
Whilst there is increasing public awareness of recyclable plastics, hard (non-recyclables) plastics 
can only be disposed off in the general household waste collections or by taking larger items to the 
Foxhall waste site. In addition, whilst Tetrapaks can be recycled, there is no District scheme to do 
so. 
 
It is proposed to site two containers, one for hard plastics, and one for tetrapaks, at the Hamblin 
Road or Community Hall car park to be emptied as and when. 
 
Members are recommended to:- 

a) Agree to the acquisition of two containers 
b) Agree a location for these 
c) Agree the funding of hardstanding’s for the containers 
d) Agree the costs of emptying on an “as and when” basis 

 
ITEM 8 
TO DISCUSS AND AGREE PLANS FOR TREE PLANTING IN THE TOWN’S PUBLIC SPACES  
 
With permission from the Highways Authority the Town Council has powers to plant trees on 
roadside verges.  The Town Council also has the power to acquire (purchase) open spaces. 
 
Other local Council’s experience of such schemes would suggest that the trees should be at least 
2-3 inches in diameter at a height of two feet from the ground, and suitably staked.  In addition there 
should be a tree warden who has “adopted” that tree and oversees its watering during the first two 
summers, and subsequent periods of drought. If the Council wishes to proceed the starting point is 
to determine the most suitable locations. 
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ITEM 9 
TO DISCUSS AND AGREE A STRATEGY TO PROVIDE A ‘COMMUNITY BUS’ SCHEME 
BETWEEN WOODBRIDGE & SUTTON HOO, WITH STOPS IN BETWEEN 
 
The Town Council has the power to make grants of money (though not of a capital nature) for bus 
services appearing to be for the benefit of people living in the council’s area or community bus 
service.  It also has the power, and this is probably the more appropriate, to promote tourism. 
 
It needs to be determined as to whether this is intended to attract visitors from Sutton Hoo to 
Woodbridge, or to transport visitors to Sutton Hoo.  On the expectation that this is to be a “summer” 
service it would make sense to co-ordinate it with train times.  Not only would this contribute towards 
greener forms of transport but also limit the number of journeys to be made each day, and possibly 
open up an additional sponsor. 
 
It Members wished to explore this further parties to be involved at the next meeting should include 
English Heritage, Greater Anglia and Visit Suffolk. 
 
ITEM 10 
TO DISCUSS A SCHEME TO SUPPORT SWIFTS IN THE TOWN 
 
The swift is one of the last summer migrants to arrive in the UK and the first to leave. 'Screaming' 
calls reveal the presence of parties of swifts flying above towns. Many established swift colonies are 
being lost through building demolition, renovation and roof repair.  However, it is possible to address 
this loss of habitat by both increasing the number of green spaces in towns and installing “swift 
boxes” (a brick-sized cavity) in new buildings. 
 
Action to support Swifts in Woodbridge could be a three-part project:- 

a) Identify current nesting sites 
b) Increase the number of green spaces in town 
c) Provide “swift boxes” for all new developments 

 
ITEM 11 
TO DISCUSS THE 20MPH SPEED LIMIT AND ITS IMPLEMENTATION 
 
With a re-allocation of earmarked reserves, and the use of Community Infrastructure Levy monies 
the Council will probably have sufficient monies in 2020/21 to contribute to the introduction of a 20 
mph zone covering the whole town. 
 
The Town Council does not have the powers to implement the scheme itself, nor to erect signage 
itself, but only to give funds to Suffolk County Council to implement the scheme. Such a scheme is 
likely to need further community engagement before its introduction. 
 
ITEM 12 
TO EXPLORE EXTENDING THE RIVER WALK TO ACCOMMODATE BICYCLES, FROM 
MELTON TO MARTLESHAM 
 
This is a project which will involve a number of partners.  Whilst the Town Council has the power to 
repair/maintain public footpaths it does not have the power to provide cycleways. The key 
organisation here would seem to be Sustrans, who not only have access to funding but who are 
experienced in dealing with multiple landowners in the making of cycle paths. 
 
ITEM 13 
TO NOTE PROGRESS ON THE COUNCIL’S CLIMATE CHANGE EMERGENCY PLAN 
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Members are recommended to agree and note the progress on the items on the plan 

Woodbridge Town Council Climate Emergency Action Plan

To become carbon neutral by 2030

Actions needed Target Progress

date

Generally

declare a climate emergency 7/2019 declared 9 7 19

set up a climate emergency committee 9/2019 first meeting 3 9 19, terms of reference provided

create a grant pot to enable and encourage carbon reduction schemes 12/2019 £10k secured

seek ways to facilitate and encourage our community in reducing emissions 2/2020 public meeting on 15/2

create a Facebook page and other ways of information sharing contact Mary Foorde-Brown

Food

encourage the production, sale and  consumption of locally sourced foods

encourage a reduction in the consumption of animal products 2/2020 public meeting on 15/2

encourage adequately sized gardens Planning Committee

provide 50 more allotments Amenities Committee to discuss in 1/2020

Transport

encourage sustainable transport Highways and Transport Committee

carry out a carbon audit of the Council's vehicle emissions Norse working on it, look for reductions in emissions, ex[ect feedback 01/20

encourage buses, taxis, HGV's and vans to reduce emissions

encourage our community to move from petrol and diesel to electric vehicles

install 5 rapid electric chargers SDC

resist the Ipswich northen bypass proposal Highways and Transport Committee

resist any cuts to public transport bus group formed, contact Sue Hall transport consultant

introduce a shuttle bus perhaps Martlesham to Melton, invite Sue Hall to talk to CEC,

Woodbridge School bus?

reduce the number of HGVs entering the town Town/SCC Joint Highways Committees meeting scheduled for 1/20

introduce a car free day every month Highways and Transport Committee

reduce the availability of street parking 4/2020 parking now decriminalised, SCC wardens to be in place by 4/20

discourage engine idling 3/2020 provide notices outside schools and the station

introduce pedestrian prioritised traffic lights SCC, pedestrian crossings at Hasketon Road, Ipswich Road 

doctors surgery and St Marys

encourage more cycling and walking 2/2020 public meeting on 15/2

install more cycle parking at Theatre Street loos and next to Café Nero

encourage walking to school SCC/ Kier, 5 zebra crossing locations identified

encourage car sharing

provide more benches SDC

Energy in buildings

encourage a reduction of energy use Town/SDC/SCC

carry out a carbon audit of the Council's assets Town Clerk

encourage the DC and housing associations to carry out a carbon audit Town Council

support the development of low carbon and renewable energy sources Town Council

co-operate with organisations seeking to develop low carbon schemes Town Council

require the highest standards of insulation Planning Committee/SDC

encourage insulation upgrades, the use of solar panels, air and ground 2/2020 public meeting on 15/2

source heating and passive ventilation

Waste

carry out a collection audit and suggest improvements SDC/Norse, public meeting on 15/2

introduce more recycling bins 2/2020 9 double bins ordered

discourage single use plastics Transition Woodbridge, supermarkets, shops, find out what 

to recyclable plastics

enable the composting of meat and fish waste Town Council

encourage the composting of kitchen and garden waste at home 2/2020 public meeting on 15/2

Biodiversity

plant 250 trees every year 2/2020 Transition Woodbridge, 200 trees ordered

issue more tree preservation orders (TPOs) Town Council

require removed trees to be replaced Planning Committee

put tree preservation orders on trees and hedgerows at Melton Hill 1/2020 Town Council

protect hedgerows Town Council, Planning Committee

introduce green veining Amenities Committee, Elmhurst Park, public meeting on 15/2

re-wild street verges 2/2020 SCC

introduce bee friendly plants Transition Woodbridge

carry out bat surveys  Town Council

ban glyphosate SDC and SCC use it, it's not illegal

Economics

support local independent shops, businesses and enterprises Choose Woodbridge

reduce business rates for independent shops set up a charity to register with The Princes Trust

switch investments to those supporting renewable energy projects Town Council

divest funds with fossil fuel companies Town Council

Water

encourage using less water 2/2020 fewer showers and baths, less car washing, garden watering

encourage rain and grey water collection 2/2020 water butts

fit 'hippos' to council toilets Town Council/Norse

require hard standings to be permeable 12/2019 Planning Committee doing it

Measure your carbon footprint

provide carbon calculators 2/2020 public meeting on 15/2

Health and wellbeing measures

help people to recognise and experience the benefits of a low carbon 2/2020 improved health, enjoying cycling and walking, quieter vehicles, more

lifestyle jobs, public meeting 15/2
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ITEM 14 
TO CONSIDER CONTRIBUTING TOWARDS “TOGETHER AGAINST SIZEWELL C”’S 

CROWDFUNDER CAMPAIGN TO LAUNCH A JUDICIAL REVIEW AGAINST THE EAST 

SUFFOLK COUNCIL'S DECISION TO APPROVE THE PLANNING APPLICATION SUBMITTED 

BY EDF, THE NUCLEAR DEVELOPER, TO: - 

- CHOP DOWN 100-YEAR-OLD CORONATION WOOD, 

- TURN A LARGE AREA OF PRIORITY HABITAT ACIDIC GRASSLAND, KNOWN AS 

PILLBOX FIELD, INTO A 576 SPACE CAR PARK, 

- RELOCATE OVER 320,000 SQ. FEET OF 7 LARGELY NON-ESSENTIAL AND NON-

OPERATIONAL SIZEWELL B BUILDINGS AND AN ADDITIONAL 128 CAR PARKING 

SPACES, THAT WILL ENCROACH FURTHER INTO THE AONB 

 
Members will be aware of the recent planning decision of East Suffolk Council in this respect.  TASC 
(“Together Against Sizewell C” are looking to raise (initially) £5,000 towards a judicial review of the 
decision with a target of £22,000 should the initial case be successful.  At the time of preparation of 
this item the appeal had raised £4,766. 
 
Members are to consider whether the Council should contribute towards this appeal 
 
ITEM 15 
TO NOMINATE A MEMBER TO ATTEND THE GREENPRINT FORUM CLIMATE CHANGE 
EVENT 
 
This forum, hosted by the East Suffolk Greenprint Forum and East Suffolk Council Environment 
Task Group will be held on Monday 3rd February 2020 from 6pm to 9pm with registration starting at 
5.30pm at Riverside, 4 Canning Road, Lowestoft NR33 0EQ. 
 
Guest speakers to include Cllr James Mallinder—Cabinet Member for the Environment, East Suffolk 
Council; Tom Bryant—TFB Consulting and Ian Rowlands—Incredible Oceans. 
 
Members are recommended to nominate a Member to attend this forum 
 
 


