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WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of a meeting of the CLIMATE EMERGENCY COMMITTEE held in the Shire Hall, Market 
Hill, Woodbridge, on TUESDAY 7 JANUARY 2020 at 7pm. 
 
Present: 

Councillors: S Bale, E O’Nolan and M Wilks 
 
Non-council  J Healey, P Watson, G Rogers and D Thomas 
members:  
 
Apologies: P Gillard, C Mapey 
 
Absent without  S Thompson 
apologies:   
   
In Attendance: Locum Town Clerk, Deputy Town Clerk, Councillors Blois, Sanders and 

Walsh, District Councillor Yule, EADT reporter and twenty-eight members 
of the public    

  Action 

659. MEMBERS AND OFFICERS WERE INVITED TO MAKE ANY DECLARATIONS 
OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY OR LOCAL NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS 
THAT THEY MAY HAVE IN RELATION TO ITEMS ON THE AGENDA AND WERE 
ALSO REMINDED TO MAKE ANY DECLARATIONS AT ANY STAGE DURING 
THE MEETING IF IT BECOMES APPARENT THAT THIS MAY BE REQUIRED 
WHEN A PARTICULAR ITEM OR ISSUE IS CONSIDERED, AND TO DEAL WITH 
DISPENSATIONS AS REQUESTED BY INDIVIDUAL COUNCILLORS IN LINE 
WITH S33 OF THE LOCALISM ACT 2011 
 
There were none. 
 

 

660. COUNCILLORS WITH A PECUNIARY INTEREST IN AN ITEM ON THIS 
AGENDA, WHO WISH TO REMAIN, SPEAK AND/OR VOTE DURING 
CONSIDERATION OF THAT ITEM, MAY APPLY FOR A DISPENSATION BY 
WRITING TO THE TOWN CLERK PRIOR TO THE MEETING. APPLICATIONS 
MAY ALSO BE CONSIDERED AT THE MEETING ITSELF SHOULD THE 
NATURE OF THE INTEREST BECOME APPARENT TO A COUNCILLOR AT 
THE TIME OF THE MEETING 
 
 There were none. 
 

 

661. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 
A member of the public described her vision of Woodbridge in 2040 if the Council, 
and others, recognised the climate emergency and changed their policies to 
address the issues. 
 
A member of the public advised that she was again organising the Great British 
Spring Clean in Woodbridge and asked for the Council’s support in publicising it. 
A member of the public sought the support of Woodbridge Town Council and 
residents in opposing the potential loss of woodland in Melton. 
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A member of the public sought the Council’s support for his campaign to place an 
additional levy on car parking charges to pay for carbon offsets to negate the 
emissions caused by the vehicles occupying the car parks.  
 

662. CONFIRMATION OF CLIMATE EMERGENCY MINUTES 

The Committee agreed the minutes of the Climate Emergency Committee held on 
Tuesday 5 November 2019 which were signed as a true record. 

 

 

663. TO AGREE TO PUBLICISE THE GREEN-VEINING INITIATIVE 

 

The Committee received a presentation on the carbon emissions generated in 

Woodbridge and how measures could be introduced to reduce them.  It was 

announced that a more public presentation of the measures would be made at an 

event to be held at the Community Hall on Saturday 15th February.  A further 

presentation was made on the Back Garden Project being initiated by Transition 

Woodbridge. 

 

The Committee agreed to publicise and continue to pursue the green-veining 

initiative. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

664. TO DISCUSS A SCHEME TO SUPPORT SWIFTS IN THE TOWN 
 
The Committee received a presentation on the need to support swifts in the town. 
Noted.    
 

 

665. TO AGREE TO PROVIDE SKIPS FOR HARD PLASTICS AND TETRAPAK 
RECYCLING 
 
The Committee agreed in principle to recommend to the Council that it provide skips 
for hard plastics and tetrapak recycling, subject to further research being conducted 
on the likely first-year costs. 
 

 

 

 

666. TO DISCUSS AND AGREE PLANS FOR TREE PLANTING IN THE TOWN’S 
PUBLIC SPACES 
 
The Committee agreed to work with Transition Woodbridge who were heavily 
involved in tree planting, to discuss and agree plans for tree planting in the Town’s 
public spaces. 
 

 

 

667. TO DISCUSS AND AGREE A STRATEGY TO PROVIDE A ‘COMMUNITY BUS’ 
SCHEME BETWEEN WOODBRIDGE & SUTTON HOO, WITH STOPS IN 
BETWEEN 
 
The Committee agreed to work with partners to investigate providing a ‘Community 
Bus’ scheme between the Martlesham Park and Ride site, Woodbridge & Sutton 
Hoo, with stops in between. 
 

 

668. TO DISCUSS THE 20MPH SPEED LIMIT AND ITS IMPLEMENTATION 
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The Chairman reported that the County Council had just announced a major grants 
scheme for projects which might address climate change and the proposed 20mph 
speed limit had been prepared with County Council assistance to address this 
issue.  The Commi9ttee agreed that the Clerk write to the County Council seeking 
funding for the scheme. 
 

669. TO EXPLORE EXTENDING THE RIVER WALK TO ACCOMMODATE 
BICYCLES, FROM MELTON TO MARTLESHAM 
 
The Committee agreed to explore extending the river walk to accommodate 
bicycles, from Melton to Martlesham. 
 

 

670. TO NOTE PROGRESS ON THE COUNCIL’S CLIMATE CHANGE EMERGENCY 
PLAN 
 
The Committee noted progress on the Council’s climate change emergency plan 
and agreed it be placed on the Council’s website. 
 

 

671. TO CONSIDER CONTRIBUTING TOWARDS “TOGETHER AGAINST SIZEWELL 
C”’S CROWDFUNDER CAMPAIGN TO LAUNCH A JUDICIAL REVIEW 
AGAINST THE EAST SUFFOLK COUNCIL'S DECISION TO APPROVE THE 
PLANNING APPLICATION SUBMITTED BY EDF 
 
The Committee agreed to ask the Planning Committee to contribute £500 from its 
budget towards “Together Against Sizewell C”’s crowdfunder campaign to launch a 
judicial review against the East Suffolk Council's decision to approve the planning 
application submitted by EDF to: - 
 
a) chop down 100-year-old Coronation Wood, 
b) turn a large area of priority habitat acidic grassland, known as pillbox field, 
into a 576 space car park, 
c) relocate over 320,000 sq. feet of 7 largely non-essential and non-operational 
Sizewell B buildings and an additional 128 car parking spaces, that will encroach 
further into the AONB 
 

 

672. TO NOMINATE A MEMBER TO ATTEND THE GREENPRINT FORUM CLIMATE 
CHANGE EVENT 
 
The Committee nominated Councillor Wilks to attend the Greenprint Forum climate 
change event. 
 

 

673. CLOSURE 
 
The meeting was closed at 9.03pmm and the date of the next meeting confirmed 
as Tuesday 3 March 2020 at 7pm. 

 

 
 
 
 

Councillor O’Nolan 
Chairman 


