
 
WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL 

Shire Hall   Market Hill   Woodbridge   Suffolk   IP12 4LP 
Locum Town Clerk:  Mr G E Diaper 

Tel:  01394 383599 
Email:  townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk  

 
TO MEMBERS OF THE CLIMATE AND ECOLOGICAL 

EMERGENCY COMMITTEE 
  

     Cllr Bale     Cllr Sanders 
Cllr Lady Blois  Cllr Wilks  

     Cllr O’Nolan   
 

Jane Healey  David Thomas 
   Gaia Rodgers  Pam Watson 
   Eva Garayalde Laura Hussey 
      

You are hereby summoned to attend the MEETING of the CLIMATE AND ECOLOGICAL 
EMERGENCY COMMITTEE to be held virtually on:  TUESDAY 6TH APRIL 2021 at 5.30PM 
 

          
Greg Diaper 
Locum Town Clerk  
30th March 2021 

 
Public Attendance 
Members of the public and press are welcome to join the Zoom meeting.  Members of the 
public will be invited to give their views/questions the Town Council on issues on the agenda, 
or raise issues for consideration or inclusion at future meetings.  This item will be limited to 
30 minutes duration but may be extended at the discretion of the Mayor. The Zoom login 
details are provided below; 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87147767734?pwd=TnVrVEp4Um1Va1ZqcStSeERwUzA4Zz09  
 
Meeting ID: 871 4776 7734 
Passcode: 163974 
 
AGENDA 

 
1. APOLOGIES 

To receive apologies for absence. 
 

2. TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

mailto:townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87147767734?pwd=TnVrVEp4Um1Va1ZqcStSeERwUzA4Zz09


 
 
Members and officers are invited to make any declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary 
or Local Non-Pecuniary Interests that they may have in relation to items on the 
Agenda and are also reminded to make any declarations at any stage during the 
meeting if it becomes apparent that this may be required when a particular item or 
issue is considered. 

 
3. TO CONSIDER REQUEST FOR DISPENSATIONS 

Councillors with a Pecuniary Interest in an item on this Agenda, who wish to remain, 
speak and/or vote during consideration of that item, may apply for a dispensation in 
writing to the Town Clerk prior to the meeting.  Applications may also be considered 
at the meeting itself should the nature of the interest become apparent to a 
Councillor at the time of the meeting. 

 
4. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

For the public to ask questions of the Committee or raise issues for consideration at 
a future meeting of the Committee.  15 minutes maximum. 
 

5. TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 8TH MARCH 2021 
 

6. TO AGREE TO SUPPORT THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A PLASTIC-FREE WOODBRIDGE 
STEERING GROUP – ATTACHED 

 

7. TO REVIEW THE CLIMATE CHANGE PLAN - ATTACHED 

 
8. CLOSURE 
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WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of an on-line meeting of the CLIMATE AND ECOLOGICAL EMERGENCY COMMITTEE held on 
MONDAY 8TH MARCH 2021 at 6pm  
 
Councillors:    
 
Present:  S Bale, Lady C Blois (except items 923-927(part)), E O’Nolan, R Sanders and M Wilks 
 
Non-Council  
Members:  E Garayalde, J Healey, L Hussey G Rodgers and D Thomas  
                
In Attendance: Locum Town Clerk and Locum Deputy Town Clerk 
 
 
  Action 

923. 

 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 
Apologies for absence had been received from Pam Watson, Non-Council 
Member. 
 

 

924. TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

No Members had any Disclosable Pecuniary or Local Non-Pecuniary Interests in 
relation to items on the Agenda. 
 

 

925. TO CONSIDER REQUEST FOR DISPENSATIONS 

There were no requests from Councillors with a Pecuniary Interest in an item on 
this Agenda for a dispensation. 
 

 

926. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

 
There were no members of the public present. 
 

 

927. TO AGREE AND APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 9TH FEBRUARY 
2021 
 
The Committee agreed and approved the signing of the minutes of the meeting 
held 9th February 2021 as a true record. 
 

 

 
 
 
 



 

  287  
 

 

 
 

Woodbridge Town Council Climate and Ecological Emergency Action Plan
To become carbon neutral by 2030

The United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) are the blueprint to achieve a better and more 
sustainable future for all.  They address the global challenges we face, including those related to poverty, inequality, climate change, environmental  
degradation, peace and justice.  The 17 goals are all interconnected, and in order to leave no-one behind, it is important that we achieve them all by 2030.'
The following are those that are relevant to us in Woodbridge.

Actions needed Priority Target Lead MemberProgress Plan / Notes
date

Goal 11 - sustainable cities and 
communities

introduce a 20mph speed limit 1 TC Full Council approved the budget on 26th January 
2021 with provision for funding of a scheme during 
2022/23.  Full Council meeting on 16th February 
agreed to part fund (£14k) the costing of the scheme 
previously put forward in 2017, using £24k from 
County Councillor Page   The Town Clerk had 
circulated the advice from SCC regarding the costs of 
speed indicator devices, and suitability of sites for a 
Community Speedwatch Scheme.  There were 
virtually no locations in Woodbridge which met the 
County's criteria.

Goal 11 - sustainable cities and 
communities

encourage walking, cycling 
and more sustainable 
transport

2 Y WTC has contributed to the ESC consultation on 
potential new cycle routes and footpaths, WTC 
seeking supporting statements for changes to the 
definitive register of public footpaths.  Highways 
Committee have lodged the introduction of a painted 
cycle-path on Hasketon Road surface with Highways, 
as well as the options for widening pavements in 
Church Street and Quay Street.  The Disability 
Alliance was asked to support changes to pavement 
widths.  Sara Marsh was asked to publicise the 
issues of parking on pavements.  The Town Council 
be asked to support new cycleways proposed in the 
consultation on the A12 upgrade, and to support the 
retention of the mature cherry trees.  Small Working 
Group comprising Hussey and Wilks to devise family-
friendly cycling route around Woodbridge.  Committee 
to promote a safe wheelchair accesible route from the 
Station to the Thoroughfare.

Goal 11 - sustainable cities and 
communities

introduce 8 car free days each 
year

3 Y The Committee agreed to ask the post-covid events 
working group to allow for a car-free event (either a 
Saturday or a weekend) in September.

Goal 3 - good health and wellbeing promote a 'nature 
therapy/green spaces' initiative

4 Y Promote the Quaker Burial Ground as a quiet place 
for contemplation.  Obtain costings for a sensory and 
high level garden on the Melon Pit site, ready to work 
with the Disability Alliance to seek funding when the 
wall is repaired.  Discussions opened with Disability 
Alliance.  Town Clerk to get design ideas and quotes 
from prospective contractors.

Goal 11 - sustainable cities and 
communities

Public electric car charge 
points with minimum 50KW 
charge capacity

5 Greg explore Town Clerk to ask ESC if the two existing points can 
be upgraded to "fast chargers"
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The Committee agreed to ask the Amenities Committee to stop using peat-based products on the 
Council’s lands. 

 
The Chairman agreed to invite suggestions for a new priority to replace the completed priority. 

 
 
928.. CLOSURE 

 
The meeting was closed at 7.25pm. 
 

 

 
 
 

Councillor O’Nolan 
Chair 

Goal 12 - responsible consumption 
and production

encourage locally sourced 
foods

7 Y Prospective market partner has withdrawn due to 
current COVID19 restrictions.  Re-engage when 
pandemic impact is reduced.  Transition Woodbridge 
compiling information for a Town Council-funded 
leaflet on using locally-produced produce.

Goal 6 - clean water and sanitation encourage rain and grey water 
collection

8 Y Action completed.  100 bins issued.  Consider next 
winter ?

Goal 15 - life on land plant 250 trees each year in 
public spaces

9 2/2020 Y 480 woody shrubs to be planted in Elmhurst Park in 
April 2020.  Planting Licence for 250 trees on A12 
submitted to SCC - awaiting outcome.  1,000 trees 
delivered for planting in Fen Meadow in March 2021.  
Fen Meadow hedge layed by David and Carol Steptoe.  
Consider need to collect before/after species data.

Goal 12 - responsible consumption 
and production

promote urban agriculture 
including 50 more allotments

10 Locations being sought for a community garden or 
allotments in an  existing park, Woodbridge Growers 
have been contacted over greater public access to 
the area they lease and offered some Saturday 
afternoons.  Town Clerk and Chairman to meet with 
Woodbridge Growers.  Town Clerk to arrange 
meeting with East Suffolk regarding land availability for 
future allotments.



 
ITEM 6 
TO AGREE TO SUPPORT THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A PLASTIC-FREE WOODBRIDGE STEERING 
GROUP 
 
The Plastic-Free campaign was originally started by Surfers Against Sewage 
(www.sas.org.uk).  They now have a separate web domain https://plasticfree.org.uk/   
This is an attempt to rid our communities, beaches and seas of avoidable single-use plastic 
"one item at a time."  A local resident has signed up to lead it in Woodbridge. 
 
Plastic is so pervasive that stopping it altogether is an impossibly big task.  So there are some 
smaller more achievable targets, with one of them being to create a "steering group" from 
community organisations, that will keep driving us towards reducing the amount of plastic 
we use going forward.  So the "plastic free community" badge only means we have made a 
start and are committed to keeping going.  
 
The objectives of the group seem to be- 
 

1. Community action and events. At least 2 community events, open to all, 
within a calendar year. Perhaps the Town Council’s car-free days could encompass one of 
these? 

 
2. Community allies. Getting engagement from local organisations through 

actions, events and awareness raising. The minimum number to get approved as a Plastic-
Free Community depends on the size of the place - in a town the size of Woodbridge the 
requirement seems to be 15.  

 
3. Business Champions - get independent businesses to stop using (or selling) at 

least 3 single-use plastic items. Again, the number of businesses depends on the size of town 
- for Woodbridge it's 5. Actions taken already count, so I imagine having the plastic-free 
shop in The Thoroughfare and Cupboard Love coming to the market gives us 2 already.  

 
4. Local Governance/Government. This is where the Town Council’s support will 

be absolutely invaluable! The requirement is that the local council pass a resolution 
supporting the plastic-free journey, committing itself to action, and supporting plastic-free 
initiatives within its catchment.  

 
5. Plastic-free Steering Group. A local group of stakeholders to meet at least 

twice per calendar year to agree and set direction, track objectives, make the application 
for approval, and (I believe) stay in existence to keep making progress after the status is 
awarded. 
 
Members are recommended to:- 
• Lead by example and work towards reducing single-use plastic items in Town Council 
premises and operations  
 

https://plasticfree.org.uk/


• Encourage plastic-free initiatives in the area, promoting the campaign and 
supporting the events  
• Appoint a representative to sit on the Plastic Free Community Steering Group 
• Work with and support costed co-branded activities 
 
ITEM 7 
TO REVIEW THE CLIMATE CHANGE PLAN 
 
The nine remaining priorities in the plan are shown below.  Officers and Members will 
provide a verbal update on these priorities:- 



 

Woodbridge Town Council Climate and Ecological Emergency Action Plan
To become carbon neutral by 2030

The United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) are the blueprint to achieve a better and more 
sustainable future for all.  They address the global challenges we face, including those related to poverty, inequality, climate change, environmental  
degradation, peace and justice.  The 17 goals are all interconnected, and in order to leave no-one behind, it is important that we achieve them all by 2030.'
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Goal 11 - sustainable cities and 
communities

introduce a 20mph speed limit 1 TC Full Council approved the budget on 26th January 
2021 with provision for funding of a scheme during 
2022/23.  Full Council meeting on 16th February 
agreed to part fund (£14k) the costing of the scheme 
previously put forward in 2017, using £24k from 
County Councillor Page   The Town Clerk had 
circulated the advice from SCC regarding the costs of 
speed indicator devices, and suitability of sites for a 
Community Speedwatch Scheme.  There were 
virtually no locations in Woodbridge which met the 
County's criteria.

Goal 11 - sustainable cities and 
communities

encourage walking, cycling 
and more sustainable 
transport

2 Y WTC has contributed to the ESC consultation on 
potential new cycle routes and footpaths, WTC 
seeking supporting statements for changes to the 
definitive register of public footpaths.  Highways 
Committee have lodged the introduction of a painted 
cycle-path on Hasketon Road surface with Highways, 
as well as the options for widening pavements in 
Church Street and Quay Street.  The Disability 
Alliance was asked to support changes to pavement 
widths.  Sara Marsh was asked to publicise the 
issues of parking on pavements.  The Town Council 
be asked to support new cycleways proposed in the 
consultation on the A12 upgrade, and to support the 
retention of the mature cherry trees.  Small Working 
Group comprising Hussey and Wilks to devise family-
friendly cycling route around Woodbridge.  Committee 
to promote a safe wheelchair accesible route from the 
Station to the Thoroughfare.

Goal 11 - sustainable cities and 
communities

introduce 8 car free days each 
year

3 Y The Committee agreed to ask the post-covid events 
working group to allow for a car-free event (either a 
Saturday or a weekend) in September.



 

Goal 11 - sustainable cities and 
communities

introduce 8 car free days each 
year

3 Y The Committee agreed to ask the post-covid events 
working group to allow for a car-free event (either a 
Saturday or a weekend) in September.

Goal 3 - good health and wellbeing promote a 'nature 
therapy/green spaces' initiative

4 Y Promote the Quaker Burial Ground as a quiet place 
for contemplation.  Obtain costings for a sensory and 
high level garden on the Melon Pit site, ready to work 
with the Disability Alliance to seek funding when the 
wall is repaired.  Discussions opened with Disability 
Alliance.  Town Clerk to get design ideas and quotes 
from prospective contractors.

Goal 11 - sustainable cities and 
communities

Public electric car charge 
points with minimum 50KW 
charge capacity

5 Greg explore Town Clerk to ask ESC if the two existing points can 
be upgraded to "fast chargers"

Goal 6 - clean water and sanitation fit 'hippos' to council toilets 6 Y Action Completed
Goal 12 - responsible consumption 
and production

encourage locally sourced 
foods

7 Y Prospective market partner has withdrawn due to 
current COVID19 restrictions.  Re-engage when 
pandemic impact is reduced.  Transition Woodbridge 
compiling information for a Town Council-funded 
leaflet on using locally-produced produce.

Goal 6 - clean water and sanitation encourage rain and grey water 
collection

8 Y Action completed.  100 bins issued.  Consider next 
winter ?

Goal 15 - life on land plant 250 trees each year in 
public spaces

9 2/2020 Y 480 woody shrubs to be planted in Elmhurst Park in 
April 2020.  Planting Licence for 250 trees on A12 
submitted to SCC - awaiting outcome.  1,000 trees 
delivered for planting in Fen Meadow in March 2021.  
Fen Meadow hedge layed by David and Carol Steptoe.  
Consider need to collect before/after species data.

Goal 12 - responsible consumption 
and production

promote urban agriculture 
including 50 more allotments

10 Locations being sought for a community garden or 
allotments in an  existing park, Woodbridge Growers 
have been contacted over greater public access to 
the area they lease and offered some Saturday 
afternoons.  Town Clerk and Chairman to meet with 
Woodbridge Growers.  Town Clerk to arrange 
meeting with East Suffolk regarding land availability for 
future allotments.


