WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL
Shire Hall Market Hill Woodbridge Suffolk P12 4LP
Locum Town Clerk: Mr G E Diaper
Tel: 01394 383599
Email: townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk

TO MEMBERS OF THE CLIMATE AND ECOLOGICAL EMERGENCY COMMITTEE

Clir Bale Cllr Sanders
Clir Lady Blois Clir Thompson
Cllr O’'Nolan Cllr Wilks
Jane Healey David Thomas
Gaia Rodgers Pam Watson

You are hereby summoned to attend the MEETING of the CLIMATE AND ECOLOGICAL
EMERGENCY COMMITTEE to be held virtually on: MONDAY 7™ DECEMBER 2020 at 6.00PM

Greg Diaper
Locum Town Clerk
2" December 2020

Public Attendance

Members of the public and press are welcome to join the Zoom meeting. Members of the
public will be invited to give their views/questions the Town Council on issues on the agenda,
or raise issues for consideration or inclusion at future meetings. This item will be limited to
30 minutes duration but may be extended at the discretion of the Mayor. The Zoom login
details are provided below;

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84656937489?pwd=NONmenAyQy8ySmxhcys4YkxIMFFuQT09

Meeting ID: 846 5693 7489
Passcode: 232373
AGENDA

1. APOLOGIES
To receive apologies for absence.

2. TO CO-OPT NON-MEMBERS TO THE COMMITTEE — ATTACHED


mailto:townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84656937489?pwd=N0NmenAyQy8ySmxhcys4YkxlMFFuQT09

10.

11.

12.

13.

TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members and officers are invited to make any declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary
or Local Non-Pecuniary Interests that they may have in relation to items on the
Agenda and are also reminded to make any declarations at any stage during the
meeting if it becomes apparent that this may be required when a particular item or
issue is considered.

TO CONSIDER REQUEST FOR DISPENSATIONS

Councillors with a Pecuniary Interest in an item on this Agenda, who wish to remain,
speak and/or vote during consideration of that item, may apply for a dispensation in
writing to the Town Clerk prior to the meeting. Applications may also be considered
at the meeting itself should the nature of the interest become apparent to a
Councillor at the time of the meeting.

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
For the public to ask questions of the Committee or raise issues for consideration at
a future meeting of the Committee. 15 minutes maximum.

TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 9™ NOVEMBER
2020

TO AGREE TO APPLY FOR A LICENCE TO PLANT TREES IN THE VERGE AT THE
JUNCTION OF THE A12 AND WOODS LANE — ATTACHED

TO CONSIDER AN APPLICATION FROM TRANSITION WOODBRIDGE TO FUND THE
COST OF A CO-BRANDED LEAFLET TO PROMOTE THE PURCHASE OF LOCAL FOOD
AND TO OFFER SPACE ON THE TOWN COUNCIL WEBSITE FOR THIS INITIATIVE —
ATTACHED

TO REVIEW THIS COMMITTEE’S FUTURE REVENUE PROJECT REQUESTS TO THE
FINANCE COMMITTEE — ATTACHED

TO AGREE PARAMETERS FOR A TOWN-WIDE SUBSIDISED WATER-BUTT PROGRAM,
AND TO ALLOCATE FUNDS - ATTACHED

TO DISCUSS THIS COMMITTEE’S SUPPORT OF THE CLIMATE AND ECOLOGICAL
EMERGENCY BILL

TO REVIEW THE CLIMATE CHANGE PLAN — TO FOLLOW

CLOSURE



ITEM 2
TO CO-OPT NON-MEMBERS TO THE COMMITTEE

At the inaugural meeting of the Youth Forum at least one young person expressed a wish to
become a member of this Committee.

Members are recommended to extend the membership to include any young persons
wishing to become involved.



WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of an on-line meeting of the CLIMATE EMERGENCY COMMITTEE held on MONDAY 9™

NOVEMBER 2020 at 6pm
Councillors:
Present: S Bale (items 558-564 only), Lady C Blois (except items 558-563), E O’Nolan,

R Sanders and M Wilks

Non-Council
Members: J Healey, G Rodgers, D Thomas and P Watson
In Attendance: Locum Deputy Town Clerk and one member of the public
Action
558. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

559.

560.

561.

562.

563.

There were no apologies for absence.

TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

No Members had any Disclosable Pecuniary or Local Non-Pecuniary Interests in
relation to items on the Agenda.

TO CONSIDER REQUEST FOR DISPENSATIONS

There were no requests from Councillors with a Pecuniary Interest in an item on
this Agenda for a dispensation.

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

There were no questions from the public.

TO AGREE AND APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 12™ OCTOBER
2020

The Committee agreed and approved the signing of the minutes of the meeting
held 12t October 2020 as a true record.

TO AGREE TO FUND A FURTHER SERIES OF WORKSHOPS TO BE RUN BY THE
SUFFOLK WILDLIFE TRUST

The Committee agreed to fund a further series of workshops to be run by the
Suffolk Wildlife Trust, by allocating £500 from the Committee’s budget for sessions
187



564.

565.

up to 31t March and requesting £2,500 project funding for the financial year
2021/2022.

TO CONSIDER CREATING A COMMUNITY GARDEN OR ALLOTMENTS IN AN
EXISTING PARK

The Committee considered creating a community garden or allotments in an
existing park, and it was agreed that opening discussions would be held with
Flagship Housing Association regarding the use of their land, and with the
Woodbridge Growers who rented part of ElImhurst Park.

TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON PROGRESS ON THE MATTERS AGREED AT 12t
OCTOBER MEETING

The Committee received an update on progress on the matters agreed on 12th
October meeting, and agreed further action on the Climate Emergency Goals as
follows:-

Goal 3
Councillor Wilks was asked to liaise with the Quakers regarding promoting the
Quakers Burial Ground as a quiet place for contemplation.

Goal 6

The Town Clerk was asked to liaise with Anglian Water regarding support for a
water conservation campaign, aligned to a promotion offering reduced price
water-butts. The Committee agreed to requesting £3,000 project funding for the
financial year 2021/2022

Goal 7
The Town Clerk was asked to write to all the Council’s tenants asking for a copy of
their Display Energy Certificate.

Goal 8
The Committee agreed to work with Choose Woodbridge to promote one local
shop each week on the Council’s Facebook page, aligned to their green credentials.

Goal 12
The Committee agreed to promote the Thursday market, and offer Whisstocks as
a semi-permanent market space for local food producers.

Goal 13

The Committee agreed to set up webinars on Climate Emergency issues, the
Committee’s actions and future plans. Jane Healey was asked to speak to James
Mallinder regarding the possibility of tree planting on roadside verges identified as
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conservation (or regeneration) zones, and to provide the Committee with a
summary of his overall plans.

567. TO SUBMIT PROPOSALS FOR PROJECT FUNDING TO THE FINANCE COMMITTEE AS

PART OF THE BUDGET PROCESS

The Committee agreed to submit the following proposals for project funding to the
Finance Committee as part of the budget process: -

a) Further educational sessions organised by Suffolk Wildlife Trust - £2,500.

b) A water conservation scheme offering discounted water butts - £3,000.

c) Market and local food producers’” promotions (including discounted
market fees) - £2,000.

d) Further promotion of climate change measures individuals could make -
£2,000.

568. CLOSURE

The meeting was closed at 7.42pm.

Councillor O’'Nolan
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ITEM 6
TO AGREE TO APPLY FOR A LICENCE TO PLANT TREES IN THE VERGE AT THE JUNCTION OF
THE A12 AND WOODS LANE

This area has been previously identified as an area suitable for tree planting. In order to
do so it is necessary to apply to Suffolk County Council for a Licence to Plant at a cost of
£100. Once the Licence has been granted the trees can be selected.

Members are recommended to apply for a Licence to Plant at a cost of £100

ITEM 8

TO CONSIDER AN APPLICATION FROM TRANSITION WOODBRIDGE TO FUND THE COST OF
A LEAFLET TO PROMOTE THE PURCHASE OF LOCAL FOOD AND TO OFFER SPACE ON THE
TOWN COUNCIL WEBSITE FOR THIS INITIATIVE

Transition Woodbridge are asking Woodbridge Town Council Climate and Ecological
Emergency Committee to fund £650.00 plus VAT to produce 5,000 food leaflets for our
21:21 project. Bettaprint, the Woodbridge-based printer, have quoted £650.00 plus VAT
for A4 6pp folded to A5, printed on 100gm, full colour throughout and printed from a
supplied pdf.

Why 21? The leaflet will have names of food producers, food retailers and places to eat
out within a 21mile radius of Woodbridge for the new year, 2021. Priority will be given to
retail outlets, coffee bars, restaurants using/selling local foods in Woodbridge but there
will be room for other businesses outside the town within the 21mile radius. Most food
producers or farmers, growers and processors will probably be outside town. The leaflet
will be dropped to every household in Woodbridge to encourage residents to buy local
and support their local economy and jobs in these difficult times.

Transition Woodbridge are also asking Woodbridge Town Council to set aside a dedicated
area of their website to provide information online of the work of the Climate and
Ecological Emergency Committee (like that of Helston Town Council in Cornwall).
Following the leaflet drop, this information will be available online.

Members are to consider this application



ITEM 9
TO REVIEW THIS COMMITTEE’S FUTURE REVENUE PROJECT REQUESTS TO THE FINANCE
COMMITTEE

The Finance Committee have considered supporting the proposals for these projects in
2021/22 but have asked this Committee to provide justification for them and the
proposed costs:-

Suffolk Wildlife Trust Educational Sessions £2,500
Promotion and support of "local food"

market £2,000
Promotion of climate change £2,000

The estimated cost of the Educational Sessions is based on sessions being run during
school half-terms and holidays with additional sessions at weekends and is intended to
cover the cost of any consumables used by the Wildlife Trust. Assuming (during COVID)
group sessions of up to ten persons we would expect around 2,000 persons to attend, and
the cost per person for consumables at £1.25 seems realistic.

The estimated costs of promoting and supporting a “local” food market are based on the
costs of publicity and clearing Whisstocks after each market. The intention was not to
charge for the use of Whisstocks Place, but the costs of litter clearance and potentially use
of electricity needs to be covered. If however the frequency of any such market were
reduced to monthly then the estimated costs, with publicity via a Facebook campaign,
could be reduced to £1,000.

Promotion of climate change was intended to be by the creation of podcasts, Youtube
videos, and, when COVID permits, a follow-up conference. This figure was also to include
costs associated with car-free days which have not been accounted for elsewhere in the
budget. The sum of £2,000 seems realistic and justified.

Members are to agree that, with the exception of reducing the local food market project
costs to £1,000, the Committee endorses the proposed new projects as previously
submitted.

ITEM 10
TO AGREE PARAMETERS FOR A TOWN-WIDE SUBSIDISED WATER-BUTT PROGRAM, AND
TO ALLOCATE FUNDS

Members are to agree how to organise a part-subsidised water-butt campaign designed to
increase on-site water storage and raise understanding of climate change.



ITEM 11
TO DISCUSS THIS COMMITTEE’S SUPPORT OF THE CLIMATE AND ECOLOGICAL EMERGENCY
BILL

In pursuance of EPC objectives, a local citizens assembly, comprising members of the
Climate & Ecological emergency ACTION group, have adapted and recommissioned a
motion - put together initially by Teignbridge District Council — requesting our MP, Dr
Thérese Coffey to support the CEE private members bill.

Background to the Motion

(an adaptation of a motion presented by Councillor J. Hook to Teignbridge District Full
Council on 2009 20)

Humans have already caused harmful climate change, the impacts of which are being felt
around the world. Global temperatures have already increased by 1 degree Celsius from
pre-industrial levels. The IPCC’s Special Report on Global Warming of 1.5 degrees Celsius,
published in October 2018, describes the enormous harm that a 2 degrees Celsius rise is
likely to cause compared to a 1.5 degrees Celsius, and told us that limiting Global Warming
to 1.5 degrees Celsius may still be possible with ambitious action from national and regional
authorities, the private sector, and local communities.

Average temperatures for the five-year (2015-2019) and ten-year (2010-2019) periods are
the highest on record. (WMO) 2019 was the second hottest year on record. (WMO). Based
on today’s insufficient global commitments to reduce climate polluting emissions, emissions
are on track to reach 56 Gt CO2e by 2030, over twice what they should be.

Individuals cannot be expected to make this reduction on their own but it is important that
individuals do recognise and take responsibility for their own actions. Society needs to
update its laws, taxation, infrastructure, etc. to make low carbon living easier and the new
norm; and to restore nature, natural environments, and biodiversity.

Carbon emissions result from both production and consumption. Over-exploitation of the
earth’s resources, coupled with poor land management and industrialised agriculture, are
risking mass extinction of species and destruction of irreplaceable habitats.

We are dependent on the natural environment and ecosystems for clean water and air, food
and protection, essential for our survival and the survival of our society and economy. This
is a global and a local problem. 41% of UK wildlife species are in decline and 15% are at risk
of extinction and species extinction is happening at 100 times the natural evolutionary rate.

Woodbridge Town Council have already committed to action on the ecological emergency
following our successful Climate Summit in February 2020, have a Climate Emergency
Action Plan agreed in November 2019 and implemented a Green-veining / Urban rewilding
project and a Town Hedgerow Survey in collaboration with Transition Town Woodbridge



(and Writtle University College), and are registered as an early adopter of the Earth
Protector Town project

Our Climate and Ecological Emergency Declaration recognises that we need to accelerate
the pace of change. Urgent action is needed now by the Council, business, community
organisations and individuals to stop habitat destruction, and create and link new wildlife-
rich spaces.

The Climate and Ecological Emergency Bill is a private members alliance bill that has been
written by scientists, lawyers and activists.

The Bill was tabled in Parliament on Sept 2nd. In summary the Bill calls for:
The UK to make and enact a serious plan. This means dealing with our real fair share
of emissions so that we don’t go over critical global rises in temperature

Our entire carbon footprint be taken into account (in the UK and overseas)

The protection and conservation of nature here and overseas along supply chains,
recognising the damage we cause through the goods we consume

Those in power not to depend on technology to save the day, which is used as an
excuse to carry on polluting as usual

Ordinary people to have a real say on the way forward in a CITIZENS ASSEMBLY with
bite.

Proposed motion:

The Council believes that:

1. All governments (national, regional, and local) have a duty to limit the negative impacts
of Climate and Ecological Breakdown, and local governments that recognise this should not
wait for their national governments to change their policies. It is important for Woodbridge
Town Council and other Councils to commit to carbon neutrality and address the ecological
emergency as quickly as possible.

2.  Towns, Cities and Local Authorities at all tiers are uniquely placed to lead the world in
reducing carbon emissions and tackling the ecological emergency; as they have closer links

with their residents.

3. The Climate and Ecological Bill deserves the support of the government as it reassesses
the urgency of the twin climate and ecological emergencies.

Consequently, it is proposed that Woodbridge Town Council will:



(a) Declare an ‘Ecological Emergency’ alongside the Climate Emergency it has already
declared 09/07/19. And In doing so the Council clarifies that the agreement, 17/11/20 to
use the more broadly encompassing title of Climate and Ecological to describe this
emergency committee, commits us to:

Working with partners locally and regionally to drive coordinated leadership and
collaborative action to aid the recovery of nature and natural environments and identify
areas for habitat restoration

Ensuring irreplaceable habitats are protected, the biodiversity mitigation hierarchy is
followed, and that net biodiversity gain is implemented appropriately

Lead by example and promote the good work the Council is currently  and will in
future be doing

- The council will continue to collaborate with (the) local communities (community) and
partners to explore and introduce innovative ways to minimise and mitigate the damage

that human activities cause to the environment.

(b) Register our support for the CEE Bill and write to our MP to urge her to sign up to support
the Climate and Ecological Emergency Bill.

(c) Escalate our concerns to the next level of local government, ESDC and request that they
in turn raise their concerns with SCC

Members are asked whether to recommend this proposal for consideration by Full Council.



