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WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of an on-line meeting of the CLIMATE AND ECOLOGICAL EMERGENCY COMMITTEE held on 
MONDAY 7TH DECEMBER 2020 at 6pm  
 
Councillors:    
 
Present:  S Bale, Lady C Blois, E O’Nolan and M Wilks 
 
By Invitation: M Sutton (644-653 only) 
 
Absent without 
Apologies: R Sanders 
   
Non-Council  
Members:  J Healey (except items 644-650), G Rodgers, D Thomas (644-649) and P Watson 
                
In Attendance: Locum Deputy Town Clerk and two members of the public 
 
  Action 

644. 

 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 
There were no apologies for absence. 
 

 

645. TO CO-OPT NON-MEMBERS TO THE COMMITTEE 

 
The Committee agreed to co-opt Eva Garayalde and Laura Hussey as Non-
Members to the Committee. 
 

 

646. TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

No Members had any Disclosable Pecuniary or Local Non-Pecuniary Interests in 
relation to items on the Agenda. 
 

 

647. TO CONSIDER REQUEST FOR DISPENSATIONS 

There were no requests from Councillors with a Pecuniary Interest in an item on 
this Agenda for a dispensation. 
 

 

648. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

 
There were no questions from the public. 
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649. TO AGREE AND APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 9TH NOVEMBER 
2020 
 
The Committee agreed and approved the signing of the minutes of the meeting 
held 9th November 2020 as a true record. 
 

 

650. TO AGREE TO APPLY FOR A LICENCE TO PLANT TREES IN THE VERGE AT THE 

JUNCTION OF THE A12 AND WOODS LANE 

 
The Committee agreed to apply for a licence to plant trees in the verge at the 
junction of the A12 and Woods Lane. 
 

 

651. TO CONSIDER AN APPLICATION FROM TRANSITION WOODBRIDGE TO FUND THE 

COST OF A CO-BRANDED LEAFLET TO PROMOTE THE PURCHASE OF LOCAL FOOD 

AND TO OFFER SPACE ON THE TOWN COUNCIL WEBSITE FOR THIS INITIATIVE 

 
The Committee considered an application from Transition Woodbridge to fund the 
cost of a co-branded leaflet to promote the purchase of local food and to offer 
space on the Town Council website for this initiative.  The Committee agreed to 
fund the cost of a co-branded leaflet designed to publicise local food producers 
whose produce was sold/used in Woodbridge establishments, subject to the 
parameters for inclusion in the leaflet being agreed by the Town Clerk in liaison 
with the Chairman of the Committee, and all members of the Committee having 
sight of the draft leaflet.  The Committee allocated £700 to the design and 
publication costs. 
 

 

652. TO REVIEW THIS COMMITTEE’S FUTURE REVENUE PROJECT REQUESTS TO THE 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

 
The Committee reviewed their future revenue project requests to the Finance 
Committee and agreed to reduce the sum requested to support “local food” 
markets to £1,000. 
 

 

653. TO AGREE PARAMETERS FOR A TOWN-WIDE SUBSIDISED WATER-BUTT PROGRAM, 

AND TO ALLOCATE FUNDS 

 
The Committee agreed to allocate £3,000 towards a subsidised water-butt scheme 
and asked the Town Clerk to research how best to design a scheme for recycled 
plastic water-butts to be made available at a subsidy to residents. 
 

 

 

 

 



 

  212  
 

654. TO DISCUSS THIS COMMITTEE’S SUPPORT OF THE CLIMATE AND ECOLOGICAL 

EMERGENCY BILL 

 
The Committee agreed to recommend that the Town Council support the Climate 
And Ecological Emergency Bill by: - 
 

a) Confirming this Council’s declaration of an Ecological Emergency. 

b) Registering our support for the bill and ask our MP to sign up to support 

the bill. 

c) Inviting East Suffolk and Suffolk County Councils to set out in detail the 

measures they are taking to address the issues brought about by climate 

change. 

 

 

655. TO REVIEW THE CLIMATE CHANGE PLAN 

 
The Committee reviewed and updated the climate change plan.  The Committee 
agreed to recommend to the Town Council that a formal letter of complaint be 
sent to Suffolk County Council at their abject lack of support for a Woodbridge-
wide 20mph scheme. 
 
The Committee agreed to ask Councillor Sutton to co-ordinate an eco-schools 
initiative, and for the Town Clerk to write to the Co-op asking for reduced use of 
plastic packaging on fruit and vegetables sold in their stores. 

 
Councillor Bale offered to investigate the possibility of a living wall on the museum 
frontage at Whisstocks Place. 
 
Gaia Rodgers was asked to investigate the use of non-plastic drinking bottles for 
school pupils, and the Town Clerk was asked to write to Fenn Wright about the 
possible use of vacant shop premises as a “pop-up shop” to provide the climate 
emergency.  
 

 

656. CLOSURE 

 
The meeting was closed at 7.38pm. 

 

 
 

Councillor O’Nolan 
Chair 


