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WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of an on-line meeting of the CLIMATE AND ECOLOGICAL EMERGENCY COMMITTEE held on 
TUESDAY 9TH FEBRUARY 2021 at 7pm  
 
Councillors:    
 
Present:  S Bale, Lady C Blois, E O’Nolan, R Sanders and M Wilks 
 
Non-Council  
Members:  E Garayalde, J Healey, L Hussey G Rodgers, D Thomas and P Watson 
 
By Invitation:  Councillor Walsh 
                
In Attendance: Locum Town Clerk and Locum Deputy Town Clerk 
 
 
  Action 

862. 

 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 
There were no apologies for absence. 
 

 

863. TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

No Members had any Disclosable Pecuniary or Local Non-Pecuniary Interests in 
relation to items on the Agenda. 
 

 

864. TO CONSIDER REQUEST FOR DISPENSATIONS 

There were no requests from Councillors with a Pecuniary Interest in an item on 
this Agenda for a dispensation. 
 

 

865. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

 
Councillor Walsh suggested that children be invited to submit sketches for the 
future use of the melon pit as a sensory garden. 
 

 

866. TO AGREE AND APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 11TH JANUARY 
2021 
 
The Committee agreed and approved the signing of the minutes of the meeting 
held 11th January 2021 as a true record. 
 
 
 

 



 

  269  
 

867. TO NOTE THE APPROVAL FOR MASS TREE PLANTING BESIDE THE A12 AND AGREE 

TO SOURCE A MINIMUM OF 250 TREES 

 
The Clerk reported that since having been advised by Suffolk County Council that 
a licence had been approved for mass tree planting beside the A12, a further email 
had been received indicating that the approval had been issued prematurely. 
 
The Committee agreed, subject to the licence to plant being approved to: - 
 

a) Commission a survey to ensure there are no underground services in the 

proposed planting area. 

b) Subject to there being no underground services to erect rabbit-proof 

fencing around the area to be planted. 

c) Source, either free or purchased, a maximum of 250 whips and canes. 

d) Commission the professional planting of the whips. 

 

 

868. TO AGREE THE PLANTING OF 250 METRES OF HEDGROW IN FEN MEADOW 

 
The Committee agreed the planting of 250 metres of hedgrow in Fen Meadow, 
including professional clearance of the “patchy” parts of this hedge between Fen 
Meadow Walk and the Council’s land on Fen Meadow. 
 
The Committee asked Councillors Blois and Wilks to advise the Friends of Fen 

Meadow that the planting was occurring in March. 

 

 

869. TO CONSIDER THE USE OF VOLUNTEERS FOR HEDGEROW PLANTING 

 
The Committee agreed to attempt to use volunteers for hedgerow planting in 
Elmhurst Park and Fen Meadow, and to provide appropriate PPE and tools.  
Councillors O’Nolan, Wilks and Committee member Jane Healey were asked to 
consider how, post-covid, family planting days could be safely held. 
 

 

870. TO REVIEW THE CLIMATE CHANGE PLAN 

 
The Committee then reviewed the Climate Change Plan and agreed the following 
updates: - 
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Woodbridge Town Council Climate and Ecological Emergency 
Action Plan 

  

To become carbon neutral by 2030     
      
      

The United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) are the 
blueprint to achieve a better and more  
sustainable future for all.  They address the global challenges we face, including those related to poverty, inequality, climate 
change, environmental   
degradation, peace and justice.  The 17 goals are all interconnected, and in order to leave no-one behind, it is important that 
we achieve them all by 2030.' 
The following are those that are relevant to us in Woodbridge.   

      

Actions needed  Priority Target Lead 
Member 

            Progress Plan / Notes 

   date   

Goal 11 - sustainable cities 
and communities 

introduce a 
20mph 
speed limit 

1  TC Full Council approved the budget on 26th 
January 2021 with provision for funding of a 
scheme during 2022/23.  Full Council 
meeting on 16th February to agree to part 
fund (£14k) the costing nof the scheme 
previously put forward in 2017, using £24k 
from County Councillor Page   The Town 
Clerk had circulated the advice from SCC 
regarding the costs of speed indicator 
devices, and suitability of sites for a 
Community Speedwatch Scheme.  There 
were virtually no locations in Woodbridge 
which met the County's criteria. 

Goal 11 - sustainable cities 
and communities 

encourage 
walking, 
cycling and 
more 
sustainable 
transport 

2  Y WTC has contributed to the ESC consultation 
on potential new cycle routes and 
footpaths, WTC seeking supporting 
statements for changes to the definitive 
register of public footpaths.  Highways 
Committee have lodged the introduction of 
a painted cycle-path on Hasketon Road 
surface with Highways, as well as the 
options for widening pavements in Church 
Street and Quay Street.  The Disability 
Alliance be asked to support changes to 
pavement widths.  Sara Marsh be asked to 
publicise the issues of parking on 
pavements. 

Goal 11 - sustainable cities 
and communities 

introduce 8 
car free days 
each year 

3  Y Town Council/Highways Committee to agree 
dates post-covid 

Goal 3 - good health and 
wellbeing 

promote a 
'nature 
therapy/gre
en spaces' 
initiative 

4  Y Promote the Quaker Burial Ground as a 
quiet place for contemplation.  Obtain 
costings for a sensory and high level garden 
on the Melon Pit site, ready to work with 
the Disability Alliance to seek funding when 
the wall is repaired.  Discussions opened 
with Disability Alliance. 

11 - sustainable cities and 
communities 

Public 
electric car 
charge 
points with 

5  Greg 
explore 

Town Clerk to ask ESC if the twon 
existing points can be upgraded 
to "fast chargers" 
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minimum 
50KW 
charge 
capacity 

Goal 6 - clean water and 
sanitation 

fit 'hippos' 
to council 
toilets 

6  Y Town Clerk is actioning this work 

Goal 12 - responsible 
consumption and production 

encourage 
locally 
sourced 
foods 

7  Y Prospective partner has withdrawn due to 
current COVID19 restrictions.  Re-engage 
when pandemic impact is reduced. 

Goal 6 - clean water and 
sanitation 

encourage 
rain and grey 
water 
collection 

8  Y Notcutts will stock and issue.  Town Clerk to 
launch scheme when all bins are in stock.  
Public to collec t from Notcutts - no 
deliveries. 

Goal 15 - life on land plant 250 
trees each 
year in 
public 
spaces 

9 2/2020 Y 480 woody shrubs to be planted in Elmhurst 
Park in March 2020 using volunteers.  
Planting Licence for 250 trees on A12 
submitted to SCC.  1,000 trees on order for 
planting in Fen Meadow using volunteers in 
March 2021.   

Goal 12 - responsible 
consumption and production 

promote 
urban 
agriculture 
including 50 
more 
allotments 

10   Locations being sought for a community 
garden or allotments in an  existing park, 
Woodbridge Growers have been contacted 
over greater public access to the area they 
lease and offered some Saturday 
afternoons.   

 
871. TO DISCUSS AND AGREE THIS COMMITTEE’S QUESTIONS IT WISHES TO PUT TO 

THE PEOPLE OF WOODBRIDGE 

 
The Committee agreed that Members would submit their questions to the 

Chairman to arrive by Tuesday 16th February, and that the Chairman and the Town 

Clerk would agree the first questions to be put to the residents. 

 

 

872. CLOSURE 

 
The meeting was closed at 8.35pm. 
 

 

 
 
 

Councillor O’Nolan 
Chair 


