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WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of an on-line meeting of the CLIMATE EMERGENCY COMMITTEE held on MONDAY 12TH 
OCTOBER 2020 at 6pm  
 
Councillors:    
 
Present:  S Bale, Lady C Blois, E O’Nolan, R Sanders and M Wilks 
 
Non-Council  
Members:  J Healey, G Rodgers, D Thomas and P Watson 
                
In Attendance: Locum Deputy Town Clerk, Councillor Holdcroft (items 447 – 457 only) Councillor 

Walsh, Professor Hobson and two members of the public 
 
  Action 

447. 

 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 
There were no apologies for absence. 
 

 

448. TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

No Members had any Disclosable Pecuniary or Local Non-Pecuniary Interests in 
relation to items on the Agenda. 
 

 

449. TO CONSIDER REQUEST FOR DISPENSATIONS 

There were no requests from Councillors with a Pecuniary Interest in an item on 
this Agenda for a dispensation. 
 

 

450. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

 
Councillor Holdcroft advised that Choose Woodbridge had accepted a donation of 

200 native whip trees from Notcutts and would like to plant them on Town Council 

land on a site of the Council’s choosing.  The Chair thanked Councillor Holdcroft 

and advised that the Council would formally write and thank Choose Woodbridge 

for their offer, which included assistance with planting.  

  

 

451. TO AGREE AND APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 14th SEPTEMBER 
2020 
 
The Committee agreed and approved the signing of the minutes of the meeting 
held 14th September 2020 as a true record. 
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The Chair suggested that, moving forward, the Climate Action Plan (CAP), to be 
dealt with in agenda item 16, should be used to encapsulate several of the agenda 
items, specifically Items 8, 9, 11, 12 & 14.  The CAP structure lends itself to this and 
will ensure that new suggestions are managed within the strategic framework 
which the Committee has already agreed. 
 

452. TO AGREE TO PROCEED WITH MASS TREES PLANTING OUTSIDE OF THE “TINY 
FORESTS” SCHEME 

The Committee confirmed that the funding behind Earthwatch made them an 
unsuitable partner in the scheme and agreed to proceed with mass trees planting 
outside of the “Tiny Forests” scheme, and asked the working party to continue with 
identifying the most suitable locations, having regard to the previously-agreed 
Climate Action Plan locations. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

453. TO NOTE THE DATES FOR THE YOUNG PERSON’S AWARENESS RAISING SESSIONS 
RUN IN CONJUNCTION WITH SUFFOLK WILDLIFE TRUST  
 
The Committee noted the dates for the young person’s awareness raising sessions 

run in conjunction with Suffolk Wildlife Trust.  The Locum Deputy Town Clerk was 

asked to liaise with the Suffolk Wildlife Trust with a view to holding further 

sessions. 

 

 

454. TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE FROM TRANSITION WOODBRIDGE REGARDING 
HEDGEROWS 
 
The Committee received an update from Transition Woodbridge regarding 
hedgerows, and the Working Party, with Councillor Sanders, were asked to look at 
the potential for improving wildlife corridors, taking into account the previously-
agreed Climate Action Plan and to establish whether the hedges were protected 
by the 1997 Hedgerow Act. 
 

 

455. TO CONSIDER THE OPTIONS FOR WATER HARVESTING 
 
The Committee considered the options for water harvesting on the Council’s land 
and the working party, with Councillor Sanders, were asked to look at the potential. 
 

 

456. TO NOTE THE EXISTING MANAGEMENT PLANS FOR TOWN COUNCIL LANDS 
CONTAINED IN THE GROUNDS MAINTENANCE CONTRACT 
 
The Committee noted the existing management plans for Town Council lands 
contained in the Grounds Maintenance Contract and the informal flexibility within 
the plan. 
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457. TO FURTHER CONSIDER HOW THE TOWN COUNCIL CAN CONTRIBUTE TOWARDS 
REDUCING CARBON EMISSIONS 
 
The Chair thanked Councillor Sanders for his discussion paper.  The Committee 
considered how the town as a whole can contribute towards reducing carbon 
emissions and agreed to work with Haverhill Town Council’s Marketing Officer on 
a programme of awareness-raising with an initial budget of £1,000.  The 
Committee noted Councillor Wilks concerns over the impact of emissions from 
discarded pumpkins post-Halloween but given the limited time to make an impact 
in 2020 agreed to include that concern in a message regarding food waste 
generally.  
 

 

458. TO CONSIDER HOLDING AN ANNUAL COMMUNITY CONVERSATION 
 
The Chair asked that this be considered as part of item 462. 
 

 

459. TO CONSIDER ESTABLISHING A “SPEAKERS CORNER” ON MARKET HILL 
 
The Committee considered establishing a “Speakers Corner” on Market Hill and 
agreed to defer further discussion until the COVID19 pandemic was over.  The 
Locum Deputy Town Clerk was asked to set out a paper on how a “Speakers 
Corner” could be established and managed. 
 

 

460. TO CREATE A COMMUNITY GARDEN OR ALLOTMENTS IN AN EXISTING PARK 
 
The Chair asked that this be considered as part of item 462. 
 

 

461. TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON PROGRESS ON THE MATTERS AGREED AT 14th 
SEPTEMBER MEETING 
 
The Committee received an update and noted progress on the matters agreed at 
14th September meeting. 
 

 

462. TO NOTE THE PROGRESS MADE PRE-COVID ON THE ACTION PLAN AGREED IN 
NOVEMBER 2019 
 
The Committee noted the progress made pre-COVID19 on the action plan agreed 
in November 2019. 
 
The Committee agreed that the Locum Town Clerk and Locum Deputy Town Clerk 
would meet virtually with David Thomas, Pam Watson and Councillor Wilks to 
review Goals 7 and 11. 
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The Committee agreed to add the holding of an annual Community Conversation 
to the action plan, and to fund the costs, up to a maximum of £250, of screening 
two showings of the film “I am Greta” at the Riverside Cinema. 
 
In relation to the creation of a community garden/allotment the Locum Deputy 
Town Clerk drew the Committee’s attention to Section 142 of the Highways Act 
whereby the County Council could issue a licence for parts of roadside verges to 
be planted.  Some non-roadside sites were also put forward for investigation, 
including part of the former East Suffolk offices site at Melton Hill and an area by 
the Grove Court Nursing Home. 
 
The Locum Deputy Town Clerk was asked to write to the Deben Estuary Partnership 
for an update on their work on their saltmarsh. 
 

463. CLOSURE 

 
The meeting was closed at 7.45pm. 

 

 
 

Councillor O’Nolan 
Chair 


