
 
WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL 

Shire Hall   Market Hill   Woodbridge   Suffolk   IP12 4LP 
Locum Town Clerk:  Mr G E Diaper 

Tel:  01394 383599 
Email:  townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk  

 

 
 

TO MEMBERS OF THE CLIMATE EMERGENCY COMMITTEE 
  

     Cllr Bale     Cllr Sanders 
Cllr Lady Blois  Cllr Thompson   

     Cllr O’Nolan  Cllr Wilks 
 

Jane Healey  David Thomas 
   Gaia Rodgers  Pam Watson 
      

You are hereby summoned to attend the MEETING of the CLIMATE EMERGENCY 
COMMITTEE to be held virtually on: MONDAY 14TH SEPTEMBER 2020 at 6.00PM 

          
Greg Diaper 
Locum Town Clerk  
8th September 2020 

 
Public Attendance 
Members of the public and press are welcome to join the Zoom meeting.  Members of the 
public will be invited to give their views/questions the Town Council on issues on the agenda, 
or raise issues for consideration or inclusion at future meetings.  This item will be limited to 
30 minutes duration but may be extended at the discretion of the Mayor. The Zoom login 
details are provided below; 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89025300953?pwd=LzFvMnNRdGhLeGgyTDJYL3pPS3NQQT09 
 
Meeting ID: 890 2530 0953 
Passcode: 334621 
 
 
AGENDA 
 
1. APOLOGIES 

To receive apologies for absence. 
 

mailto:townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89025300953?pwd=LzFvMnNRdGhLeGgyTDJYL3pPS3NQQT09


2. TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Members and officers are invited to make any declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary 
or Local Non-Pecuniary Interests that they may have in relation to items on the 
Agenda and are also reminded to make any declarations at any stage during the 
meeting if it becomes apparent that this may be required when a particular item or 
issue is considered. 

 
3. TO CONSIDER REQUEST FOR DISPENSATIONS 

Councillors with a Pecuniary Interest in an item on this Agenda, who wish to remain, 
speak and/or vote during consideration of that item, may apply for a dispensation in 
writing to the Town Clerk prior to the meeting.  Applications may also be considered 
at the meeting itself should the nature of the interest become apparent to a 
Councillor at the time of the meeting. 

 
4. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

15 minutes maximum. 
 

5. TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 12TH AUGUST 2020 
 
6. TO NOTE THE STATUS OF THE PREVIOUSLY-AGREED REPLANTING OF 

BROOMHEATH– ATTACHED 

 
7. TO AGREE TO REGISTER WOODBRIDGE AS AN EARTH PROTECTOR TOWN – 

ATTACHED 

 
8. TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON PROGRESS ON THE MATTERS AGREED AT 12th AUGUST 

MEETING – ATTACHED 

 
9. CLOSURE 
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WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of an on-line meeting of the CLIMATE EMERGENCY COMMITTEE held on WEDNESDAY 12TH 
AUGUST 2020 at 6pm  
 
Councillors:    
 
Present:  S Bale, Lady C Blois (except 282-288), O Nolan and M Wilks 
 
Non-Council  
Members:  J Healey, G Rodgers, D Thomas and P Watson 
 
Apologies without 
Absence:  R Sanders and G Rodgers 
                
In Attendance: Locum Deputy Town Clerk, Locum Deputy Town Clerk,  and three members of
   the public 
 
  Action 

282. TO ELECT A CHAIR OF COMMITTEE 

 
The Committee elected Councillor O’Nolan as Chair of Committee. 
 

 

283. TO ELECT A VICE-CHAIR OF COMMITTEE 

 
The Committee elected Councillor Wilks as Vice-Chair of Committee. 
 

 

284. 

 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 
There were no apologies for absence. 
 

 

285. TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

No Members declared any interest in matters on the agenda. 
 

 

286. TO CONSIDER REQUEST FOR DISPENSATIONS 

There were no requests from Councillors for a dispensation. 
 

 

287. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

 
There were no questions from the public. 
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288. TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 7TH JANUARY 

2020 

 
The Committee received and approved the signing of the minutes of the meeting 
held 7th January 2020 as a true record. 
 

 

289. TO CONSIDER AND AGREE PRIORITIES AND MEANS OF IMPLENTING THE 
CONTINUED REWILDING AS OUTLINED AT AND AGREED BY FULL COUNCIL 

The Committee considered and agreed the following priorities and actions as a 
means of implementing the continued green veining as outlined at and agreed by 
Full Council: - 

a) To ask Transition Woodbridge for an updated wildlife corridors map. 

b) For Councillor O’Nolan and Pam Watson to draft some scheme signage 

for Elmhurst Park illustrating the concept and the need 

c) To place the outstanding order for woody shrubs so that they could be 

delivered and planted in the autumn 

d) To order the seed for the wildflower meadow. 

e) To ask for volunteers to both spread additional imported biomass and 

then rake it off (Jane Healey, Hilary Whyard and Councillor Bale offered 

their services) 

f) To source a supply of biomass to import and place an order to do so. 

g) To allocate a sum of £10,000 from the Committee’s budget to a Tiny 

Forest project 

h) To instruct the Locum Deputy Town Clerk to source additional funding 

streams 

i) To work with Earthwatch on a Tiny Forest project 

j) For Jane Healey, Pam Watson and David Thomas to identify potential 

sites for a Tiny Forest project 

k) To investigate a source of trees via the Urban Tree Fund 

Councillor Blois left the meeting 
 

l) To engage a PR team to promote the schemes better 

m) To consider hosting webinars to promote the climate emergency 

message 

David Thomas left the meeting 
 

n) To further consider where new hedges could be created 

o) To consider how to better conserve water 

p) To review the options for Broomheath 
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290. CLOSURE 

 
The meeting was closed at 7.21pm. 
 

 

 
 

Councillor O’Nolan 
Chair 



 
 
ITEM 6 
TO NOTE THE STATUS OF THE PREVIOUSLY-AGREED REPLANTING OF BROOMHEATH 
The Council previously agreed, at the Amenities Committee meeting held 24th September 
2019 (Minute 366) to agree to the replanting of Broom on Broomheath by a neighbour of 
the land. The Town Clerk was asked to write to him to say that Transition Woodbridge would 
help with the planting. 
 
The resident has helpfully provided an update:- “I have broom seedlings growing up, but I 
think the best time to think of planting anything out on the public heath would be March-
April. I think it may be wise to try just a couple initially, with maybe half a dozen more in due 
course. The heath has had a hard time with the fire, the drought and a very busy lockdown 
period with a lot of refuse. It looks as if it needs to recover. So, I will contact again in the 
spring. 
 
I have treated elm stakes of an appropriate size and stock wire fencing to make cages. A bit 
of rabbit wire at the bottom would help but hopefully some can be found.”  
 
Members are recommended to allocate a sum of £500 from the Committee’s budget 
towards any costs associated with this replanting. 
 
 
 
ITEM 7 
TO AGREE TO REGISTER WOODBRIDGE AS AN EARTH PROTECTOR TOWN 
There are five goals for Earth Protector Towns: 

1. Produce a strategy and a date to achieve a carbon zero future 
2. Practice the movement from sustainable to regenerative living wherever possible 
3. Protect and enhance eco-systems, habitats and species in and around the town 
4. Pioneer the reduction and elimination of single use plastic 
5. Promote awareness of climate and ecological emergencies 

The Council pledges that any future investment decisions consider the environmental 
practices of the institutions involved, as well as existing legal requirements on public 
investments. 
 
These goals form a framework for a steering group to audit, plan and monitor the activities 
and projects which will help to protect and enhance the environment in and around the town.  
 
Committee members will note that we are well advanced in much - if not most - of the 
above. Additional advantages at this time, for Woodbridge residents, from our membership 
of an international movement such as this are: 

• whilst we are focused, necessarily, upon pushing through item 3 - this will serve as a 

re-statement of the intended breadth of our endeavours 



• we will figure prominently as an early-adopter earth protector town council in a 
growing list of town councils. 

• We will then be in a position to inspire other local councils - subsequently, as a Suffolk 
coastal collective of earth protector towns, we may all be strategically better placed 
in our opposition to Sizewell C (the Ipswich north by-pass would've been a similar 
example) 

For more information on earth protector towns - 
https://earthprotectorcommunities.net/towns/ 

Members are recommended to register Woodbridge as an earth protector town 
 
 
 
ITEM 8 
TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON PROGRESS ON THE MATTERS AGREED AT 12th AUGUST 
MEETING 
 

a) To ask Transition Woodbridge for an updated wildlife corridors map. 

b) For Councillor O’Nolan and Pam Watson to draft some scheme signage for 

Elmhurst Park illustrating the concept and the need 

c) To place the outstanding order for woody shrubs so that they could be delivered 

and planted in the autumn 

d) To order the seed for the wildflower meadow. 

e) To ask for volunteers to both spread additional imported biomass and then rake 

it off (Jane Healey, Hilary Whyard and Councillor Bale offered their services) 

f) To source a supply of biomass to import and place an order to do so. 

g) To allocate a sum of £10,000 from the Committee’s budget to a Tiny Forest 

project 

h) To instruct the Locum Deputy Town Clerk to source additional funding streams 

i) To work with Earthwatch on a Tiny Forest project 

j) For Jane Healey, Pam Watson and David Thomas to identify potential sites for a 

Tiny Forest project 

k) To investigate a source of trees via the Urban Tree Fund 

l) To engage a PR team to promote the schemes better 

m) To consider hosting webinars to promote the climate emergency message 

n) To further consider where new hedges could be created 

o) To consider how to better conserve water 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://earthprotectorcommunities.net/towns/

