
 
WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL 

Shire Hall   Market Hill   Woodbridge   Suffolk   IP12 4LP 
Locum Town Clerk:  Mr G E Diaper 

Tel:  01394 383599 
Email:  townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk  

 
 

 
TO MEMBERS OF THE CLIMATE AND ECOLOGICAL EMERGENCY COMMITTEE 

  
    Cllr Adelson  Cllr Bale  Cllr Blois  
 Cllr O’Nolan  Cllr Sanders  Cllr Wilks 

    
       NON-COUNCILLORS 

 
Jane Healey  Eva Garayalde  
David Thomas Pam Watson   

 
You are hereby summoned to attend the MEETING of the CLIMATE AND ECOLOGICAL 
EMERGENCY  COMMITTEE to be held at THE SHIRE HALL, MARKET HILL on: TUESDAY 
5TH OCTOBER 2021 at 4.00PM 
 

 
Gordon Mussett 
Locum Deputy Town Clerk  
28th September 2021 

 
Public Attendance 
Members of the public and press are welcome to attend.  The public will be invited to 
give their views/question the Town Council on issues on the agenda, or raise issues for 
consideration of inclusion at future meetings.  This item will be limited to 30 minutes 
duration. 

AGENDA 
 

1. Apologies 
 

2. To receive Declarations of Interest 
Members and officers are invited to make any declarations of Disclosable 
Pecuniary or Local Non-Pecuniary Interests that they may have in relation to 
items on the Agenda and are also reminded to make any declarations at any 
stage during the meeting if it becomes apparent that this may be required when 
a particular item or issue is considered. 
 

mailto:townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk


3. To consider requests for Dispensations 
Councillors with a Pecuniary Interest in an item on this Agenda, who wish to 
remain, speak, and/or vote during consideration of that item, may apply for a 
dispensation in writing to the Town Clerk prior to the meeting.  Applications may 
also be considered at the meeting itself should the nature of the interest become 
apparent to a Councillor at the time of the meeting. 
 

4. Public Question Time 
For the public to ask questions of the Council or raise issues for consideration at 
a future meeting of the Council. Thirty minutes maximum.  
 

 5. To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held 7th September 2021 

  
6. To appoint new Non-Councillor Members to the Committee to replace those 

who have resigned - Attached 
 

7. To consider the identification of a climate focus area - Attached 

 
8. To establish the natural capital index of Woodbridge - Attached 

 
9. To provide comment to the Planning Committee on planning applications 

involving removal or management of trees - Attached 

 
10. To confirm the sites identified by the Tree Wardens regarding the opportunities 

for autumn planting - Attached 

 
11. To comment on the Brightwell Lakes Planning Application (DC/21/4002/ARM) 

from an ecological perspective – Attached  

 
12. Report Back from Working Parties 

 
13. Closure 
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WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of a meeting of the CLIMATE AND ECOLOGICAL EMERGENCY COMMITTEE held on TUESDAY 
7TH  SEPTEMBER 2021 at 5PM,  at THE OCTAGON, METHODIST CHURCH, WOODBRIDGE  
 
Councillors:    
 
Present:  D Adelson, S Bale, E O’Nolan, Sanders and M Wilks 
 
Non-Council  
Members:  E Garavalde (items 271-281 only) and J Healey 
 
Apologies   
for Absence:  Lady C Blois, G Rodgers, D Thomas, P Watson 
 
Absent without 
Apologies:  L Hussey 
                
In Attendance: Locum Deputy Town Clerk and four members of the public  
 
271. Apologies for absence 

 
Apologies for absence had been received from Councillors Blois and Non-Council Members, 
Rodgers, Thomas and Watson. 
 

272. To receive declarations of interest 

 

No Members had any Disclosable Pecuniary or Local Non-Pecuniary Interests in relation to 
items on the agenda. 
 

273. To consider requests for dispensations 
 
There were no requests from Councillors with a Pecuniary Interest in an item on this agenda 
for a dispensation. 
 

274. Public Question Time 
 
A member of the public indicated an interest in the saltmarshes and river wall and 
expressed an interest in being a member of the working party looking at the impact of sea 
level rise. 
 

275. To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held on 3rd August 2021 
 
The Committee agreed and approved the signing of the minutes of the meeting held 3rd 
August 2021 as a true record. 
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276. To appoint members to undertake a study of sea level rise scenarios and their effect on 

Woodbridge 

 

The Committee appointed Robin Whittle, Eva Garayalde and Jane Healey to a Working Party 

to undertake a study of sea level rise scenarios and their effect on Woodbridge.  The Working 

Party was tasked with, initially, producing maps showing the impact of various sea level rise 

forecasts on Woodbridge and the surrounding area, which, once produced were to be 

brought to this Committee for consideration. 

 
277. To appoint members to plan for a Climate Summit in February 2022 

 
The Committee appointed Councillors O’Nolan, Wilks, and Non-Councillors Garayalde and 
Healey to a Working Party to plan for a Climate Summit in February 2022.  The Working 
Party was allocated a draft budget of £4,000 from the Committee’s budget but was 
required to bring the draft programme for the Conference to this Committee for approval 
before committing any of those monies. 
 

278. To appoint members to produce a draft an efficient and a swiftly-responding Climate and 

Ecological Emergency Promotions System to promote work already done and rationale for – 

and invitation to join in – future works intended 

 
The Committee appointed Councillors Adelson and Wilks and a Non-Councillor to be 
nominated by the Youth Council to a Working Party to produce a draft of an efficient and a 
swiftly-responding Climate and Ecological Emergency promotions system to promote work 
already done, and rationale for – and invitation to join in – future works intended.  The 
Working Party was required to bring the draft promotions system to this Committee for 
approval. 
 

279. To appoint members to prepare a draft mission statement for the Climate and Ecological 

Emergency Committee  

 
The Committee appointed Councillors Adelson and Wilks to prepare a draft mission 
statement for the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee, for approval at a future 
meeting of this Committee. 
 

280. To provide comment to the Planning Committee on planning applications involving removal 

or management of trees  

 
The Committee had no objection to the removal of four branches from a sycamore tree at 
17 Ipswich Road. 
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281. To consider potential locations for a fixed camera post 

 
The Committee agreed to site a for a fixed camera post on Tide Mill Quay and asked the 
Locum Town Clerk to meet with representatives from the Deben Estuary Partnership to 
determine the best location which would not conflict with the Council’s plans for the Quay 
or the use of the foreshore.  The Committee agreed to fund the balance of the initial 
installation, and future maintenance from this Committee’s budget. 
 

282. To receive a report from the Tree Wardens regarding the opportunities for Autumn planting 

 
The Committee agreed that the Town Clerk be supplied with a map of potential planting 
sites in order that the correct number and mix of “whips” could be ordered and agreed to 
fund the cost of their planting from this Committee’s budget. 
 

283. To appoint members to explore establishing contact with, with a view to future collaboration, 

other Town Councils which have established Climate Action Committees 

 
The Committee agreed to appoint Jonathan Valentine to explore establishing contact with, 
with a view to future collaboration, other Town Councils which have established climate 
action committees. 
 

284. To consider options for new revenue projects for 2022/2023 Budget 

 
The Committee considered options for new revenue projects for 2022/2023 budget and 
agreed to seek four further car-free days.  The Town Clerk was asked to seek a quotation for 
traffic management of a closed area to include the Thoroughfare, Cumberland Street, Church 
Street and Quay Street. 

 
The Committee also agreed to publicise the Plugshare electric car charging point sharing 
scheme. 
 

285. To consider options for the Car Free Day on October 9th  

 
The Committee agreed to write to local organisations, including particularly Transition 
Woodbridge and Suffolk Wildlife, inviting them to bring a stall to the Thoroughfare. 
 

286. To request that the Emergency Response Group remain “on guard” 

 

The Committee agree to write to the Chair of the Emergency Response Group asking that it 
remain in place to enable it to address any climate change emergencies which might impact 
on the town. 
 
 
 



 

  64  
 

287. Closure 
 
The meeting was closed at 6.31pm. 

 
 
             Councillor Wilks 

                        Chair 



 
 
 
ITEM 6 
To appoint new Non-Councillor Members to the Committee to replace those who have  
resigned  
 
Since the last meeting notification has been received from Gaia Rodgers that she has 
resigned from the Committee.   
 
Members are recommended to appoint a new non-Councillor Member to fill this 
position.  Having appointed Robin Whittle to a Working Party role at the last meeting it 
might be appropriate to invite Mr Whittle to fill the Committee place.  Similarly with 
John Valentine.  There is no limit on the number of non-Councillor Committee 
members. 
 
 
ITEM 7 
To consider the identification of a climate focus area 
 
The objectives of a “Climate Focus Area” are generally:- 
 
•To serve as a pathfinder and pilot area, accelerating best practice in sustainable land     
management 
•To act as an investment “Attractor” for innovative green business, and for pioneering 
new sustainable farming methods 
•A focus area for transitioning local food systems and cultural eating habits 
•To demonstrate ambitious and sustained nature recovery strategies 
•A multi-sectoral project site for integrating and intensifying action following 
recommendations from the Special InterestGroups –Transport, Built Environment, 
Energy and Waste, and Community. 
 
Typical targets for a Climate Focus Area:- 
 
•By 2030, all farmland to adopt sustainable land stewardship practices 
•By 2030, 30% of land cover to be managed as Natural Green Infrastructure 
•By 2030, 30% of urban areas under Natural Green Infrastructure 
•By 2030, native tree cover to double (c.5% to 10% cover) 
•By 2030, a Parish to have a biodiversity action plan 
•By 2030, a Parish to have a climate emergency strategy 
 
Obviously, the extent to which these targets are achievable within Woodbridge (or 
other urban environments) will vary, but Members are recommended to establish a 
small Working Party to:- 
 



a) Identify the extent of a Woodbridge Climate Focus Area for approval by the 

Committee 

b) Prepare a programme setting out how the targets shown above might be 

achieved by 2030 within the defined area, including resource implications for 

the Town Council 

 
 
ITEM 9 
To establish the natural capital index of Woodbridge 
 
Believe it or not, it is possible to quantify the ‘natural capital’ within our geographical 
boundary. Natural Capital Assets include trees, land, water, sunlight, fields, you name 
it. 
 
There are established criteria for calculating the current natural capital indexs of 
Woodbridge and Members are recommended to establish a Working Party to 
undertake the exercise. 
 
 
ITEM 10 
To confirm the sites identified by the Tree Wardens regarding the opportunities for 

autumn planting  

 
The Tree Wardens have identified the following locations as shown on the map.  Subject 
to approval by the Amenities Committee Members are recommended to agree these 
sites and fund the planting from this Committee’s budget. 
 
Kingston Fields  

 



  
 
 
 

Soil & exposure   
Silty loam. Large open space near the river so considerable exposure.  
Species, size & condition of hedges   

1. Extremely gappy hedge running along the stream, with some chestnut paling, 
originally probably elm or blackthorn now simply overgrown ivy. Not suitable for 
infilling due to heavy shade from neighbouring row of trees.  About 1.5m high, 0.5m 
deep, 160m long.  
2. The end of the Jetty Lane hedge nearest the railway, adjacent to the allotments, 
is more accessible and could be replanted and laid.  About 20m long.  
3. Boundary of the allotments: ivy on a scaffolding of dead blackthorn, not 
maintained except for being hacked away from allotment access path.  Ivy in full 
flower and swarming with bees.  Up to 3m tall and 1m deep, 120m long.  
4. Nicely trimmed hedge, hawthorn with considerable growth of ivy.  Some gaps 
up to 6m. the hedge line has space either side and no overhanging trees so suitable 
for infill or doubling of hedge line.  Height 2m, depth 1m, 180m.  

 
 
ITEM 11 
To comment on the Brightwell Lakes Planning Application (DC/21/4002/ARM) from an 
ecological perspective 
 
DC/21/4002/ARM 
Summary of details 
The application follows on from the 2018 approved outline planning permission 
(DC/17/1435/OUT) for up to 2000 dwellings which had numerous attached conditions 
that this application should comply with. This application relates to seeking approval of 
the appearance, landscaping, layout and scale of the development area W1 and covers 
matters such as the detailed housing layout, infrastructure, ecology and arboricultural 
assessment of existing trees. The conditions to the outline planning permission that the 
Applicant consider apply to this application are detailed in §1.9 of the Planning 
Statement – Phase W1. This later 38-page document is a very useful first document to 
read. It gives the planning background to the application and summarises the proposals. 
It further summarises the aspects the Local Plan and Neighbourhood Plan that it 
considers applies and how these are, in its view, met. The document Design Compliance 
Statement – Phase W1 gives more in-depth information on background and visuals of 
the development, landscaping etc. There is a community consultation report. 
 A contoured plan of the southern part of overall Brightwell Park development showing 
the general housing/roads layout is given at the bottom of this short document. Phase 
W1 is most of the left hand red bounded area. A separate application DC/21/4002/ARM 
covers the far left hand side of this bounded area – see page 4 of this summary. The left 
of the plan is the A12 and the junction on the mid right side is on the road from Foxhall 
roundabout to Waldringfield. That latter junction is the existing quarry road junction.  
The plan is followed by a Google Earth Pro image of the same area as it is now.     



Consultee’s views 
Consultees who have so far replied are the Fire Service, Anglian Water, Network Rail, 
Melton PC and ESC Economic Development Team. The first has reiterated the need for 
the applicant to continue to comply with Condition 44 of the outline planning 
permission, a condition not referenced in §1.9 of the Planning Statement – Phase W1, 
see the first paragraph above. The others have no comments. 
Ecology 
The ecology assessment has been updated from the 2017 report for the outline 
planning permission and there is an Environmental Action Plan. Page 32- 34 of the 
Planning Statement – Phase W1 summarises the matter. Martin Wilks as the Chair of 
Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee may wish his committee to review these 
documents to advise the Planning committee of its views. 
Arboriculture 
There is a method statement and an arboricultural impact assessment report.  The 
Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee will hopefully review these documents 
to advise the Planning committee of its views. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



DC/21/4003/ARM  
Introduction 
The application also follows on from the 2018 approved outline planning permission 
(DC/17/1435/OUT) for up to 2000 dwellings which had numerous attached conditions 
that this application should comply with. This application relates to seeking approval of 
the appearance, landscaping, layout and scale of the development area W1a and covers 
matters such as the detailed housing layout, infrastructure, ecology and arboricultural 
assessment of existing trees. Development area W1a is the most westerly part of the 
left hand red bounded area on page 2.  
The conditions to the outline planning permission that the Applicant consider apply to 
this application are detailed in §1.9 of the Planning Statement – Phase W1a. This later 
39-page document is near identical to that for the separate application, 
DC/21/4002/ARM for W1 referred to on page 1. The document Design Compliance 
Statement – Phase W1a gives more in-depth information on background and visuals of 
the development, landscaping etc. The front part of this latter document is near 
identical to that for the application for area W1. There is a community consultation 
report which is the same as that for area W1. 
Consultee’s views 
Consultees who have so far replied are the Fire Service, Anglian Water, Network Rail 
and Melton PC. The first has reiterated the need for the applicant to continue to comply 
with Condition 44 of the outline planning permission, a condition not referenced in §1.9 
of the Planning Statement – Phase W1a, see the first paragraph above. The others have 
no comments. 
Ecology 
The ecology assessment has been updated from the 2017 report for the outline 
planning permission and that and the Environmental Action Plan are contained within 
the same reports as for the application for area W1. Page 33 - 35 of the Planning 
Statement – Phase W1a.  summarises the matter. Martin Wilks as the Chair of Climate 
and Ecological Emergency Committee may wish his committee to review these 
documents to advise the Planning committee of its views. 
Arboriculture 
There is a method statement and an arboricultural impact assessment report. The 
former is the same document as for the application of area W1 and the latter cannot 
be opened but from the W1 application accessible report is most likely the same report.  
The Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee will hopefully review these 
documents to advise the Planning committee of its views. 
 
 


