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WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of a meeting of the CLIMATE AND ECOLOGICAL EMERGENCY COMMITTEE held on TUESDAY 
5TH  OCTOBER 2021 at 4PM,  at THE SHIRE HALL, WOODBRIDGE  
 
Councillors:    
 
Present:  D Adelson, S Bale, R Sanders and M Wilks 
 
Non-Council  
Members:  E Garayalde, J Healey and D Thomas 
 
Apologies   
for Absence:  Lady C Blois, E O’Nolan, P Watson 
                
In Attendance: Locum Deputy Town Clerk and no members of the public  
 
362. Apologies for absence 

 
Apologies for absence had been received from Councillors Blois and O’Nolan and Non-Council 
Member Watson. 
 

363. To receive declarations of interest 

 

Councillor Adelson declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 371 as his wife is an allotment holder.  
 

364. To consider requests for dispensations 
 
There were no requests from Councillors with a Pecuniary Interest in an item on this agenda for a 
dispensation. 
 

365. Public Question Time 
 
There were no members of public present.  
 

366. To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held on 7th September 2021 
 
The Committee agreed and approved the signing of the minutes of the meeting held 7th September 
2021 as a true record. 
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367. To appoint new Non-Councillor Members to the Committee to replace those who have resigned  

 

The Committee noted the resignation of Non-Council members Gaia Rogers and Laura Hussey.   

 
The Committee agreed to elect Mr Jonathon Valentine as a Non-Council member to the Climate and 
Ecological Emergency Committee.  
 
The Town Clerk was asked to contact Mr Robin Whittle in regards to his interest in working with the 
Committee.  
 

368. To consider the identification of a climate focus area  
 
The Committee agreed to establish a working party comprising of Councillor O’Nolan, Jane Healey 
and Eva Garayalde to identify a climate a focus area.  
 

369. To establish the natural capital index of Woodbridge  
 
The Committee agreed to establish a working party comprising of Councillor Adelson, Jane Healey 
and Eva Garayalde to investigate the natural capital of Woodbridge.   
 

370. To provide comment to the Planning Committee on planning applications involving removal or 
management of trees  
 
The Committee noted and had no concerns in regards to Planning Application DC/21/4357/TPO.  
 

371. To confirm the sites identified by the Tree Wardens regarding the opportunities for autumn 
planting  
 
The Committee agreed that they wished to see tree planting undertaken in two areas on Kingston 
Field: 
 
1 – Doubling of the hedge on the south-western boundary – this planting is to be undertaken by 
professionals. 
 
2 – Planting between the petanque piste and pedestrian access on the southern boundary – this 
planting is to be offered to local schools and constituted local organisations.   
 
The Town Clerk was asked to contact the Woodland Trust in regards to sourcing tree planting 
packs.  
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372. To comment on the Brightwell Lakes Planning Application (DC/21/4002/ARM) from an ecological 
perspective  
 
The Committee discussed the request from the Planning Committee to provide comment on the 
four Brightwell Lakes/ Adastral Parks application applications, DC/21/4002-4005/ARM from an 
ecological perspective, and agreed the following comment be passed to the Planning Committee: 
 
1 -  If ESC is minded to approve the applications a condition is included to extend the period until 
the end of July for which protection is provided to nesting birds in the development areas. We 
further recommend, if ESC is minded to approve the applications, that a condition is added that no 
artificial interference to nesting birds such as the pre netting of trees and hedgerows would be 
permitted on the development areas. 
 
2 – The strategy for the implementation of cycling and pedestrian routes appears to have not been 
met, and we have concerns about the amount of new traffic movements which will be generated as 
part of the development. We would wish to the applicant to agree a strategy to encourage non-
vehicular and public transport movements of residents between the development and the 
retail/commercial facilities at Martlesham Heath Business and Retail Park as minimum mitigation 
against a potential increase in short distance car journeys. 
 
3 – The Committee echoes the comments of Kirton and Falkenham Parish Council, and wish to 
highlight the drainage issues as detailed by Suffolk County Council in their response.  
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Councillors Adelson and Sanders were thanked for their research into the subject. 
 

373. Report Back from Working Parties 
 
The Sea Level Rise working party briefly reported on their current findings, and it was agreed to 
add this project as an item to the next agenda. The Town Clerk was asked to circulate their report 
to Non-Council members.  
 
The Climate Conference working party reported that the provisional date for the event is February 
5th and 6th 2022.  
 

374. Closure 
 
The meeting was closed at 4.55pm. 

 
 
             Councillor Wilks 

                        Chair 


