
 
WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL 

Shire Hall   Market Hill   Woodbridge   Suffolk   IP12 4LP 
Locum Town Clerk:  Mr G E Diaper 

Tel:  01394 383599 
Email:  townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk  

 
 

 
TO MEMBERS OF THE CLIMATE AND ECOLOGICAL EMERGENCY COMMITTEE 

  
    Cllr Adelson  Cllr Bale  Cllr Blois  
 Cllr O’Nolan  Cllr Sanders  Cllr Wilks 

    
                   NON-COUNCILLORS 

 
Jane Healey  Gaia Rodgers  Eva Garayalde  
David Thomas Pam Watson  Laura Hussey 

 
  
You are hereby summoned to attend the MEETING of the CLIMATE AND ECOLOGICAL 
EMERGENCY COMMITTEE to be held at ST MARY’S CHURCH, WOODRIDGE on: TUESDAY 
6TH JULY 2021 at 5.00PM 

 
Greg Diaper 
Locum Town Clerk  
1st July 2021 
 

Public Attendance 
Members of the public and press are welcome to attend.  The public will be invited to 
give their views/question the Town Council on issues on the agenda, or raise issues for 
consideration of inclusion at future meetings.  This item will be limited to 30 minutes 
duration. 
 

AGENDA 
 
1. TO ELECT A CHAIR OF COMMITTEE FOR 2021/2022 

 

2. TO ELECT A VICE-CHAIR OF COMMITTEE FOR 2021/2022 

 
3. APOLOGIES 
 
4. TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

mailto:townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk


Members and officers are invited to make any declarations of Disclosable 
Pecuniary or Local Non-Pecuniary Interests that they may have in relation to 
items on the Agenda and are also reminded to make any declarations at any 
stage during the meeting if it becomes apparent that this may be required when 
a particular item or issue is considered. 

 
5. TO CONSIDER REQUEST FOR DISPENSATIONS 

Councillors with a Pecuniary Interest in an item on this Agenda, who wish to 
remain, speak, and/or vote during consideration of that item, may apply for a 
dispensation in writing to the Town Clerk prior to the meeting.  Applications may 
also be considered at the meeting itself should the nature of the interest become 
apparent to a Councillor at the time of the meeting. 

 
6. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

For the public to ask questions of the Council or raise issues for consideration at 
a future meeting of the Council. Thirty minutes maximum.  

  
7. TO AGREE AND APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 6th APRIL 2021 

 

8. TO AGREE TO PARTICIPATE IN THE QUEENS GREEN CANOPY PROJECT IN 2022 - 

ATTACHED 

 
9. TO REVIEW THE CLIMATE CHANGE PLAN AND ADD A NEW PRIORITY – 

ATTACHED 

 

10. TO RECEIVE A VERBAL REPORT FROM THE PARISH TREE WARDENS 

 
11. CLOSURE 
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WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of an on-line meeting of the CLIMATE AND ECOLOGICAL EMERGENCY COMMITTEE held on 
TUESDAY 6TH APRIL 2021 at 5.30pm  
 
Councillors:    
 
Present:  S Bale, Lady C Blois, E O’Nolan, R Sanders and M Wilks 
 
Non-Council  
Members:  J Healey, L Hussey G Rodgers and D Thomas  
                
In Attendance: Locum Town Clerk 
 
  Action 

1013. 

 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 
There were no apologies for absence. 
 

 

1014. TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

No Members had any Disclosable Pecuniary or Local Non-Pecuniary Interests in 
relation to items on the Agenda. 
 

 

1015. TO CONSIDER REQUEST FOR DISPENSATIONS 

There were no requests from Councillors with a Pecuniary Interest in an item on 
this Agenda for a dispensation. 
 

 

1016. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

 
There were no members of the public present. 
 

 

1017. TO AGREE AND APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 8TH MARCH 2021 
 
The Committee agreed and approved the signing of the minutes of the meeting 
held 8th March 2021 as a true record. 
 

 

1018. TO AGREE TO SUPPORT THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A PLASTIC-FREE WOODBRIDGE 
STEERING GROUP 
 
Members discussed the proposal from the Plastic-free Woodbridge steering 
group and agreed the following actions; 
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- Woodbridge Town Council will lead by example and work toward reducing 
single use plastic items in Town Council premises and operations, as well as 
encouraging contractors and suppliers to do the same.  

- This Committee will encourage, support, and potentially organise plastic free 
initiatives in Woodbridge (Litter picks, river cleans etc). 

- Jane Healey was appointed the Committee’s representative on the Plastic 
Free steering group.  
 

1019. TO REVIEW THE CLIMATE CHANGE PLAN 
 
Members agreed to update the action plan, removing those items completed and 
adding the following to the ‘top ten’. 
 
- Divesting from the use of fossil fuels.  
- Increase hedgerow planting. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Goal 11 - sustainable cities and communities introduce a 20mph speed limit 1 TC Full Council approved the budget on 26th January 2021 with provision for funding of a 
scheme during 2022/23.  Full Council meeting on 16th February agreed to part fund (£14k) 

the costing of the scheme previously put forward in 2017, using £24k from County 
Councillor Page   The Town Clerk had circulated the advice from SCC regarding the costs 
of speed indicator devices, and suitability of sites for a Community Speedwatch Scheme.  

There were virtually no locations in Woodbridge which met the County's criteria.

Goal 11 - sustainable cities and communities encourage walking, cycling and 
more sustainable transport

2 Y WTC has contributed to the ESC consultation on potential new cycle routes and footpaths, 
WTC seeking supporting statements for changes to the definitive register of public 

footpaths.  Highways Committee have lodged the introduction of a painted cycle-path on 
Hasketon Road surface with Highways, as well as the options for widening pavements in 
Church Street and Quay Street.  The Disability Alliance was asked to support changes to 

pavement widths.  Sara Marsh was asked to publicise the issues of parking on pavements.  
The Town Council be asked to support new cycleways proposed in the consultation on the 

A12 upgrade, and to support the retention of the mature cherry trees.  Small Working 
Group comprising Hussey and Wilks to devise family-friendly cycling route around 

Woodbridge.  Committee to promote a safe wheelchair accesible route from the Station to 
the Thoroughfare. Cllr Wilks has set up a Facebook page 'On Your Bike Woodbridge'.

Goal 11 - sustainable cities and communities introduce 8 car free days each 
year

3 Y The post covid events group felt these events were best organised away from their 
planned events in the summer. Greg to discuss the potential of a car free day to co-

incided with the Wooodbridge Festival on July 17th. 
Goal 3 - good health and wellbeing promote a 'nature therapy/green 

spaces' initiative
4 Y Promote the Quaker Burial Ground as a quiet place for contemplation.  

Goal 11 - sustainable cities and communities Public electric car charge points 
with minimum 50KW charge 

capacity

5 TC/ Cllr Jewers Existing points upgraded to 22kwh. 

Goal 15 - life on land increase new hedgerow planting 6 Y Consider locations for hedgerow planting for the planting season 2021/22. 

Goal 12 - responsible consumption and 
production

encourage locally sourced foods 7 Prospective market partner has withdrawn due to current COVID19 restrictions.  Re-
engage when pandemic impact is reduced.  Transition Woodbridge compiling information 

for a Town Council-funded leaflet on using locally-produced produce.
Goal 8 - decent work and economic growth divest funds from fossil fuel 

companies
8 ESC, SCC.  Town Clerk to ask ESC/SCC as to progress in divesting funds. WTC have 

requested from SCC information about the SCC Pension Fund and the companies into 
which it is invested. 

Goal 15 - life on land plant 250 trees each year in 
public spaces

9 2/2020 Y 480 woody shrubs to be planted in Elmhurst Park in April 2020.  Planting Licence for 250 
trees on A12 submitted to SCC - awaiting outcome.  1,000 trees delivered for planting in 

Fen Meadow in March 2021.  Fen Meadow hedge layed by David and Carol Steptoe.  
Consider need to collect before/after species data.

Goal 12 - responsible consumption and 
production

promote urban agriculture 
including 50 more allotments

10 Locations being sought for a community garden or allotments in an  existing park, 
Woodbridge Growers have been contacted over greater public access to the area they 
lease and offered some Saturday afternoons.  Town Clerk and Chairman to meet with 
Woodbridge Growers.  Town Clerk to arrange meeting with East Suffolk regarding land 

availability for future allotments.

Actions needed Priority Target Lead Member Progress Plan / Notes
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 Members also agreed the following actions; 
 
- Locum Town Clerk to investigate the potential for allotments/ growing areas 

on the Town Council estate, taking in mind the covenants under which these 
areas are currently managed.  

- Request the Highways Committee to consider a cycle path on Hasketon Road. 
- Locum Town Clerk to offer a ‘Car Free Day’ as part of the Woodbridge Festival 

on July 17th.  
- Pam Watson to investigate the ‘Government Green bank’. 
- Jane Healey to investigate the fund-raising requirements of ‘Together Against 

Sizewell C (TASC).  
 

 

1020. CLOSURE 

 
The meeting was closed at 6.43pm. 

 

 
 
 

Councillor O’Nolan 
Chair 



ITEM 8 
TO AGREE TO PARTICIPATE IN THE QUEENS GREEN CANOPY PROJECT IN 2022 
 
The following text was received by Officers in an email from the National Association of 
Civic Officers (NACO); 
 
The Queen’s Green Canopy - www.queensgreencanopy.org  
 
The Queen’s Green Canopy (QGC) is a unique, UK-wide, tree planting initiative created 
to mark Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee in 2022, by inviting people to “Plant a Tree for 
the Jubilee.” Everyone from individuals to Scout and Girlguiding groups, villages, towns, 
cities, counties, schools and corporates will be encouraged to plant trees from October 
2021 when the tree planting season begins, through to the end of the Jubilee year in 
2022. 
 
With a focus on planting sustainably, the QGC will encourage the planting of trees to 
create a legacy in honour of The Queen’s leadership of the Nation, which will benefit 
future generations. As well as inviting the planting of new trees, the QGC will dedicate 
a network of 70 Ancient Woodlands across the United Kingdom and identify 70 Ancient 
Trees to celebrate Her Majesty’s 70 years of service. 
  
Tree planting season - October to March  
 
The QGC will encourage everyone to learn more about the best way to plant trees so 
that they survive and flourish for years to come. Trees and hedgerows must be planted 
with care, at the right time of year, in the right place and with species that are not prone 
to prevailing tree diseases. The QGC initiative will encourage planting during the official 
planting season, October to March, to optimise the chance of trees surviving and 
flourishing. The countdown to planting season begins at the launch on 17 May. People 
are encouraged to use this summer to plan their Jubilee tree planting projects and be 
ready for October. 
  
The Queen’s Green Canopy Map  
 
From October, all planting projects can be uploaded onto an interactive map on the 
new QGC website so that everyone can share and inspire others, as well as creating a 
green canopy of projects to cover the country. The map is embedded within the QGC 
website. 
  
Lasting Benefits 
 
This initiative is not just for areas where there are already green open spaces.  
The aim is to see new planting everywhere:  within crowded and congested inner cities 
as well as in suburbs and rural settings and in ways that involve people of all ages, from 
every faith and embrace all parts of every community.        
 

http://www.queensgreencanopy.org/


The Canopy Project seeks to promote a model of stewardship through which local 
communities can bring more trees into public spaces.  The act of planting and caring for 
a tree can be an effective way of increasing awareness of the environment around it.  
A lot more information about the project will be forthcoming in the weeks and months 
ahead.  However, now is the time to encourage your Civic Leaders to begin thinking 
about what they can do to make this initiative a success in their own communities. 
  
How Your Mayor or Chairman Can Play A Part 
 
Now is the time to start a conversation with your Mayor or Council Chair.  Tell them 
about the project.  Help them to appreciate the part they can play.  Encourage them to 
use their influence.  This will be one of the most enduring contributions they can make 
during their year in office.  As they are out and about in the coming months there will 
be opportunities to talk about The Queen’s Green Canopy, rallying enthusiasm and 
support amongst all those they meet.  
Your Mayor or Council Chair might like to: 
  
• Post messages on social media in the next few days saying something like “Great 
to hear about @QueensGreenCanopy.  Hope that everyone will get behind it and start 
planning where, come the planting season, they will Plant a Tree for the Jubilee!  
• #queensgreencanopy #plantatreeforthejubilee #jubileetree #qgclaunch 
• write to Council colleagues and encourage them to make sure your Council is 
taking part; 
• speak to local schools and get the children on board to do their bit; 
• contact local scout and guide groups to bring them on board; 
• use social media to promote the scheme to local residents’ groups, amenity 
groups, faith groups and local charities; 
• find out what local businesses can do to sponsor tree planting; 
 
There are plans to create an on-line map from October 2021, showing where the Jubilee 
trees are being planted.  Your Civic Head can play a valuable part in making sure your 
local area has its share of dots on that map. 
 
SECURING A HEALTHY TREE 
 
In order to participate in this project, you may purchase your own trees from the 
recommended nurseries or, if you are a school or community group, you may apply for 
free saplings from autumn 2021 through our Woodland Trust partnership. 
 
Prices of trees vary greatly, from relatively inexpensive (less than £1) to substantially 
more depending on factors such as the species and size. It is really important when 
planning to factor in other costs associated with planting and establishing a tree as well. 
 
Members are to agree if, and how, they wish to participate in the Queen’s Canopy 
Project.  
 



ITEM 9 
TO REVIEW THE CLIMATE CHANGE PLAN 
 
Divesting from the use of fossil fuels. - Increase hedgerow planting. 
 
The priorities in the plan are shown below.  Officers and Members will provide a verbal 
update on these priorities: - 



Actions needed   Priority Target 
Lead 

Member Progress Plan / Notes 
      date     
Goal 11 - sustainable cities and communities introduce a 20mph speed 

limit 
1   TC Full Council approved the budget on 26th 

January 2021 with provision for funding of a 
scheme during 2022/23.  Full Council 
meeting on 16th February agreed to part 
fund (£14k) the costing of the scheme 
previously put forward in 2017, using £24k 
from County Councillor Page   The Town 
Clerk had circulated the advice from SCC 
regarding the costs of speed indicator 
devices, and suitability of sites for a 
Community Speedwatch Scheme.  There 
were virtually no locations in Woodbridge 
which met the County's criteria. 



Goal 11 - sustainable cities and communities encourage walking, 
cycling and more 
sustainable transport 

2   Y WTC has contributed to the ESC 
consultation on potential new cycle routes 
and footpaths, WTC seeking supporting 
statements for changes to the definitive 
register of public footpaths.  Highways 
Committee have lodged the introduction of 
a painted cycle-path on Hasketon Road 
surface with Highways, as well as the 
options for widening pavements in Church 
Street and Quay Street.  The Disability 
Alliance was asked to support changes to 
pavement widths.  Sara Marsh was asked 
to publicise the issues of parking on 
pavements.  The Town Council be asked to 
support new cycleways proposed in the 
consultation on the A12 upgrade, and to 
support the retention of the mature cherry 
trees.  Small Working Group comprising 
Hussey and Wilks to devise family-friendly 
cycling route around Woodbridge.  
Committee to promote a safe wheelchair 
accesible route from the Station to the 
Thoroughfare. 

Goal 11 - sustainable cities and communities introduce 8 car free days 
each year 

3   Y The Committee agreed to ask the post-
covid events working group to allow for a 
car-free event (either a Saturday or a 
weekend) in September. 

Goal 3 - good health and wellbeing promote a 'nature 
therapy/green spaces' 
initiative 

4   Y Promote the Quaker Burial Ground as a 
quiet place for contemplation.  Obtain 
costings for a sensory and high level 
garden on the Melon Pit site, ready to work 
with the Disability Alliance to seek funding 
when the wall is repaired.  Discussions 
opened with Disability Alliance.  Town Clerk 



to get design ideas and quotes from 
prospective contractors. 

Goal 11 - sustainable cities and communities Public electric car charge 
points with minimum 
50KW charge capacity 

5   TC Town Clerk to ask ESC if the two existing 
points can be upgraded to "fast chargers" 

Goal 12 - responsible consumption and 
production 

encourage locally 
sourced foods 

6   Y Prospective market partner has withdrawn 
due to current COVID19 restrictions.  Re-
engage when pandemic impact is reduced.  
Transition Woodbridge compiling 
information for a Town Council-funded 
leaflet on using locally-produced produce. 

Goal 15 - life on land plant 250 trees each year 
in public spaces 

7 2/2020 Y 480 woody shrubs to be planted in 
Elmhurst Park in April 2020.  Planting 
Licence for 250 trees on A12 submitted to 
SCC - awaiting outcome.  1,000 trees 
delivered for planting in Fen Meadow in 
March 2021.  Fen Meadow hedge layed by 
David and Carol Steptoe.  Consider need to 
collect before/after species data. 

Goal 12 - responsible consumption and 
production 

promote urban agriculture 
including 50 more 
allotments 

8   Y Locations being sought for a community 
garden or allotments in an  existing park, 
Woodbridge Growers have been contacted 
over greater public access to the area they 
lease and offered some Saturday 
afternoons.  Town Clerk and Chairman to 
meet with Woodbridge Growers.  Town 
Clerk to arrange meeting with East Suffolk 



regarding land availability for future 
allotments. 

Goal 7 - affordable and clean energy Divesting from fossil fuels 9       
Goal 15 - life on land increase new hedgerow 

planting 
10   Y Identify sites for 2021 planting season 

Goal 6 - clean water and sanitation produce a water 
management plan for the 
parks 

      Town Council. Review feasibility in 
Elmhurst Park of using path gradients to 
collect hard surface runoff water at low 
point in park together with water from toilet 
block sinks/roof. 

Goal 7 - affordable and clean energy carry out a carbon audit 
of the Council's assets 

      audit of the Art Club completed, audit of 
Shire Hall completed.  Art Club works 
deferred until roof renewed (2024).  Shire 
Hall works deferred until major 
maintenance starts (2022). 

Goal 15 - life on land the Green Veining 
Initiative 

  2/2020   Elmhurst Park, public meeting on 
15&16/2/20 

Goal 15 - life on land introduce a town bird and 
insect recovery strategy 

  2/2020   Town Council, Friends of the Earth, RSPB, 
Suffolk Wildlife Trust, local ecologists, 
conservationists, public meeting held on 
15&16/2/20 

Goal 12 - responsible consumption and 
production 

minimum plastic policy & 
campaign 

       Town Council, Woodbridge services & 
retailers 

Goal 3 - good health and wellbeing develop an environmental 
youth movement  

      Town Council & schools 

Goal 15 - life on land the Back Garden Project   2/2020   Transition Woodbridge progressing, 45 
involved so far 



Goal 7 - affordable and clean energy encourage insulation 
upgrades, the use of 
clean hydrogen boilers, 
air and 

      Town Council, ESC, private energy 
industry, public meeting held on 

Goal 8 - decent work and economic growth establish a local 'Green 
Technology & Business' 
group 

      Town Council & Choose Woodbridge  

Goal 12 - responsible consumption and 
production 

encourage a 20% 
reduction in beef, lamb 
and dairy consumption 

      Town Council, suggest a vegan day once a 
week 

Goal 15 - life on land rewild and plant trees in 
roadside verges - 
encourage new person 
into woodbridge tree 
warden role 

      with permission from SCC 

Goal 11 - sustainable cities and communities encourage our 
community to move from 
petrol & diesel to electric 
vehicles 

      Town Clerk will ask Sarah Marsh PR 
consultant to include it in a press release 

Goal 15 - life on land protect and enhance 
existing woodland and 
mature trees 

      Town Council , Transition Woodbridge, WT, 
local ecologists  

Goal 3 - good health and wellbeing promote an eco-schools 
initiative 

      Town Council & local schools 

Goal 6 - clean water and sanitation promote a water 
conservation campaign 

      Town Council to discuss with Anglia Water.  
Water butts given away March 2021. 

Goal 8 - decent work and economic growth support local independent 
shops, businesses and 
enterprises 

      Choose Woodbridge 

Goal 15 - life on land biodiversity recovery 
policy and strategy 

      SWT/ NE/ local ecologists/ conservationists 



Goal 11 - sustainable cities and communities encourage buses, taxis 
and HGV's to reduce 
emissions 

      Town Clerk to write to the DOT requesting 
action 

Goal 11 - sustainable cities and communities resist any cuts to public 
transport 

      bus group formed, Sue Hall transport 
consultant has been contacted 

Goal 12 - responsible consumption and 
production 

introduce more recycling 
bins 

  3/2020   9 double bins installed, Tetrapak and rigid 
plastic bins ordered 

Goal 11 - sustainable cities and communities campaign for a riverside 
cycle path - and add our 
support to proposed 
Sutton hoo cycle route 

      Town Council 

Goal 8 - decent work and economic growth divest funds from fossil 
fuel companies 

       ESC, SCC.  Town Clerk to ask ESC/SCC 
as to progress in divesting funds. 

Goal 12 - responsible consumption and 
production 

promote local organic 
and permaculture farms 

      WTCCE, Woodbridge Farmers Group - 
consult with Oak tree organic farm, 
community supported agriculture project 

Goal 8 - decent work and economic growth reduce business rates for 
independent shops 

      set up a charity to register with The Princes 
Trust 

Goal 8 - decent work and economic growth switch investments to 
those supporting 
renewable energy 
projects 

      Town Council.  Town Clerk to report on 
Town Council's investments (Pension 
Fund) 

Goal 7 - affordable and clean energy reduce energy use       Sarah Marsh PR consultant to be involved, 
annual community conversation to be held 

Goal 7 - affordable and clean energy encourage ESC and 
housing associations to 
carry out a carbon audit 

  
  

Town Clerk to write to them 

Goal 7 - affordable and clean energy support the development 
of low carbon and 
renewable energy 
sources 

      Town Clerk will ask SCC for advice 



Goal 7 - affordable and clean energy ground source heating, 
solar panels and passive 
ventilation 

         15&16/2/20 

Goal 7 - affordable and clean energy erect a turbine       Town Council, private energy company 
Goal 7 - affordable and clean energy pulbi el         
Goal 3 - good health and wellbeing move to a low carbon 

lifestyle 
        

Goal 3 - good health and wellbeing develop a public 'People-
Planet' watchgroup 

      Town Council & local NGOs - consider this 
may be the ACTION group with further 
citizen co-optees 

Goal 16 - peace, justice and strong institutions Woodbridge Climate 
Summit meeting 

  2/2020   held on 15&16/2/20 

Goal 16 - peace, justice and strong institutions future meetings - promote 
prosocial group design 
and 'sociocracy' 

        

Goal 16 - peace, justice and strong institutions information sharing via a 
Facebook page and 
Twitter 

      Ellie at Transition Woodbridge has been 
contacted 

Goal 16 - peace, justice and strong institutions seek ways to facilitate 
and encourage our 
community in reducing 
emissions 

  2/2020   public meeting held on 15&16/2/20 

Goal 15 - life on land reduce light pollution       Planning Committee 
Goal 14 - life below water reduce marine pollution = 

River Deben & Feeders 
      Engage with RDA 

Goal 14 - life below water protect and restore 
ecosytems 

        

Goal 14 - life below water install water makers         
Goal 13 - climate action declare a climate 

emergency 
  7/2019   declared 9 7 19, registered as an Earth 

Protector Town, relaunched as CEE 
committee 



 

Goal 13 - climate action set up a Climate 
Emergency Committee, 
now CEEcommittee 

  9/2019   first meeting held on 3 9 19, terms of 
reference provided 

Goal 13 - climate action create a grant pot for 
carbon reduction 
schemes 

  12/2019   £20k secured 

Goal 13 - climate action provide carbon 
calculators 

      Town Council 

Goal 12 - responsible consumption and production       Town Council - WTC coffeegrounds 
collection deposit bin  

Goal 12 - responsible consumption and 
production 

discourage fast fashion       buy fewer new clothes, recycle, public 
meeting held on 15&16/2/20 

Goal 11 - sustainable cities and communities develop nature-based 
solutions to existing and 
potential environmental 
problems 

      Town Council, local NGOs and DEFRA 


