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WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of a meeting of the CLIMATE AND ECOLOGICAL EMERGENCY COMMITTEE held on TUESDAY 
6TH JULY 2021 at 5pm in St Mary’s Church.   
 
Councillors:    
 
Present:  D Adelson, S Bale, Lady C Blois, E O’Nolan and M Wilks 
 
Non-Council  
Members:  E Garayalde, J Healey, P Watson  
 
Apologies   
for Absence:  R Sanders, D Thomas, G Rodgers, L Hussey 
                
In Attendance: Locum Town Clerk and one member of the public  
 
 
95. 

 

To Elect a Chair of Committee for 2021/22 

 

Councillor Wilks was elected Chair of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee for 

the Civic Year 2021/22. 

Councillor Wilks thanked the outgoing Chair, Councillor O’Nolan, for his pioneering work 
over the last two years. 

96. To Elect a Vice-chair of Committee for 2021/22 

 

Councillor Adelson was elected Vice-chair of the Climate and Ecological Emergency 

Committee for the Civic Year 2021/22. 

 

97. Apologies for absence 

 
Apologies for absence had been received from Councillor Sanders, and Non-Council 
Members Thomas, Rodgers and Hussey.   
 

98. To receive declarations of interest 

 

No Members had any Disclosable Pecuniary or Local Non-Pecuniary Interests in relation to 
items on the agenda. 
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99. To consider requests for dispensations 
 
There were no requests from Councillors with a Pecuniary Interest in an item on this 
agenda for a dispensation. 
 

100. Public Question Time 
 
A member of Transition Woodbridge distributed copies of the ‘Local Food Project’ leaflet 
which has been co-funded by this Committee.  
 
The Locum Town Clerk was asked to write to Transition Woodbridge to thank them for their 
work on this project. 
 

101. To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held on 6th April 2021. 
 
It was noted that Pam Watson was present at the meeting on April 6th.   
 
Further to this amendment the Committee approved the signing of the minutes of the 
meeting held on 6th April 2021 as a true record. 
 

102. To receive a verbal report from the Parish Tree Wardens 
 
Tree Wardens Blois and Wilks reported they have registered with the Suffolk tree warden 
network.  

Councillor Wilks expressed intention to create a 'tree warden team including 'tree-frienders' 
; a network of volunteers from public to take on post-planting after-care. 

103. To agree to participate in the Queens Green Canopy Project in 2022 
 
The Committee agreed that the Parish Tree Wardens (Cllrs Blois and Wilks) and Jane Healey 
form a working party to plan how the committee/ Council can involve itself in this project.  
 
The Committee agreed to request that Town Council approve amendments to this 
Committee’s Terms of Reference to enable it to become a consultee on Planning Applications 
in regards to tree works in Woodbridge. The Locum Town Clerk will seek clarification on how 
comments can be made on TCA and TPO applications.  
 
The Committee agreed to ask Town Council to write to the East Suffolk Council Planning 
Committee to propose that the East Suffolk Council Climate Emergency Committee become 
a direct consultee for all tree works in East Suffolk.  
 

104. To review the Climate Change Plan and add a new priority. 
 
The Committee agreed that the Chair, Councillor O’Nolan, Eva Garayalde and Jane Healey 
agree new priorities for this Committee. A list of potential priorities includes; 
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- Divesting from the use of fossil fuels 
- Increase hedgerow planting 
- Undertake a carbon audit and ecological surveys 
- Study of sea level rise scenarios and their effect on Woodbridge 
- Climate Summit in February 2022 
- Organise litter picks 
- Verge rewilding 
- Promotion of work already undertaken – re-wilding, hedgerow planting etc 
- Car Free Days 
- Support of plastic free initiatives and pursuit of town 'badge' for WTC 
- Promotion of urban agriculture 
- build an efficient and a swiftly responding CEE promotions system to promote work 

already done, and rationale for - and invitation to join in - future works intended 

105. Closure 
 
The meeting was closed at 6.39pm. 

 
             Councillor Wilks 

                        Chair 


