Woodbridge Town Council
Shire Hall Market Hill Woodbridge Suffolk P12 4LP
Locum Town Clerk: Mr G E Diaper
Tel: 01394 383599
Email: townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk

To members of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee

Cllr Adelson Cllr Bale Cllr Blois
Cllr O’Nolan Cllr Sanders Cllr Wilks

Non-Councillors

Jane Healey Eva Garayalde
David Thomas Pam Watson
Jonathan Valentine

You are hereby summoned to attend the Meeting of the Climate and Ecological
Emergency Committee to be held at the John Gibbons Gallery, The Longshed, Tide Mill

Way, on Tuesday 7*" December 2021 at 5.00PM
/_} ‘

Greg Diaper
Town Clerk
2" December 2021

Public Attendance
Members of the public and press are welcome to attend. The public will be invited to
give their views/question the Town Council on issues on the agenda, or raise issues for
consideration of inclusion at future meetings. This item will be limited to 30 minutes
duration.

AGENDA

1. Apologies

2. To receive Declarations of Interest
Members and officers are invited to make any declarations of Disclosable
Pecuniary or Local Non-Pecuniary Interests that they may have in relation to
items on the Agenda and are also reminded to make any declarations at any
stage during the meeting if it becomes apparent that this may be required when
a particular item or issue is considered.


mailto:townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk

10.

11.

12.

13.

To consider requests for Dispensations

Councillors with a Pecuniary Interest in an item on this Agenda, who wish to
remain, speak, and/or vote during consideration of that item, may apply for a
dispensation in writing to the Town Clerk prior to the meeting. Applications may
also be considered at the meeting itself should the nature of the interest become
apparent to a Councillor at the time of the meeting.

Public Question Time

For the public to ask questions of the Council or raise issues for consideration at
a future meeting of the Council. Thirty minutes maximum.

To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held 2"¢ November 2021
To consider the draft CEEC ‘Statement of purpose’.

To note the date and location for the 2022 WTC CEEC Climate Summit.

To receive a report from the Climate Action Committees Working Party.

To receive a report from the Tree warden Working Party.

To consider the co-option of non-Council members to the Committee.

To agree any funding requests to be made to the Finance Committee.

To receive reports from Working Parties of the Committee.

Closure



Woodbridge Town Council

Minutes of a meeting of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee held on Tuesday 2"
November 2021 at 5pm, at the John Gibbons Gallery

Councillors:

Present: S Bale, E O’Nolan, R Sanders and M Wilks

Non-Council

Members: E Garayalde, J Healey, D Thomas, P Watson and J Valentine
Apologies

for Absence: D Adelson, Lady C Blois

In Attendance: Town Clerk and no members of the public

462. Apologies for absence

Apologies for absence had been received from Councillors Adelson and Blois.

463. To receive declarations of interest

No Members had any Disclosable Pecuniary or Local Non-Pecuniary Interests in relation to
items on the agenda.

464. To consider requests for dispensations

There were no requests from Councillors with a Pecuniary Interest in an item on this agenda
for a dispensation.

465. Public Question Time

There were no members of public present.

466. To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held on 5™ September 2021

The Committee agreed and approved the signing of the minutes of the meeting held 5™
October 2021 as a true record.
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467.

468.

469.

470.

471.

To discuss signing an open letter supporting three critical outcomes from the COP26 summit
Members agreed that as Woodbridge Town Council had previously agreed to support the

Climate and Ecological Emergency Bill, the Town Clerk be asked to sign the open letter on the
Committees behalf.

To agree the date and location for the 2022 WTC CEEC Climate Summit

The Committee agreed that the preferred location for the Climate Summit would be
Woodbridge School, with a potential date for the event in early March. The Climate Summit
working party will continue to develop their proposals and report at the next meeting.

To discuss the publishing of a CEEC Facebook page to promote the decisions and activities of
the Committee.

The Committee discussed the benefits of a Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee
specific Facebook page and agreed the following:

- To create and publish a Facebook page for the Woodbridge Town Council Climate and
Emergency Committee.

- The page will be used to promote the decisions and items of interest (which adhere to
the Press and Media Policy) of the Committee.

- The administration of the page will fall entirely to Officers of the Council.

- Members must submit to Officers and the Chair information they wish to see published.
If the request is in line with the Councils Press and Media Policy and Code of Conduct, Officers
will publish at their earliest opportunity.

To receive written reports from this Committees Working Parties

The Committee noted a written update from Clir Adelson, who was thanked for his report. The
Committee thereafter agreed the following:

The Sea Level Rise working party will re-convene after Christmas with Councillor Sanders
offering further advice. The Town Clerk was also asked to organise a meeting with the
Environment Agency in regard to flood management plans.

The Natural Capital Index working party will discuss with the Tide Mill Trust how to establish
the natural capital value of the Tide Mill Pond.

To close the “Tree Preservations Orders’ working party.
Closure
The meeting was closed at 6.25pm.

Councillor Wilks
Chair
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ITEM 6
To consider the draft CEEC ‘Statement of purpose’.

Councillors Adelson and Wilks have drafted the following Statement of Purpose:

- To build a resilient, robust and inclusive community in Woodbridge

- Tosupport the process of regenerating a healthy natural environment for our town.

- To improve and optimise the legacy that we leave for future inhabitants (human
and non-human).

- To create opportunities for active citizen collaboration in the decision-making,
management, enjoyment and responsibilities of the ‘commons’ assets that benefit
or affect everyone.

- To prepare our town to face the unravelling of old certainties and the accelerating
frequency of emergencies.

- To draw attention to the need for protection for inhabitants, ecosystems, homes
and assets.

- Todirect Woodbridge towards making appropriate contributions to the global fight
against climate chaos and ecosystem collapse.

We will do this with: - a passion to make things better for us all; kindness and
appreciation for the sharing of our best efforts, mutual support and encouragement;
diligence on following up on what we say we will contribute; deep compassion for
ourselves and others; opportunities for heartful social gatherings to celebrate and
extend our neighbourliness in an inclusive manner that welcomes our diversity.

If agreed, the statement will be posted as a ‘Pinned post’ on the Committee’s Facebook
page.

Members are asked to approve the statement for publication.



ITEM 7
To note the date and location for the 2022 WTC CEEC Climate Summit

The Woodbridge Community Hall has been booked for the weekend of the 2™ and 3™
April 2022.

Members are to note the date and location of the Climate Summit



ITEM 8
To receive a report from the Climate Action Committees Working Party.

Climate Action Committees Working Party Report 30 11 21.

It is with much gratitude to the Town Clerk, Greg, for his advice and for drafting the letter,
that the Climate Action Committee Working Party, (Jonathan Valentine), was able to send an
email to 60 local East Suffolk Town and Parish Councils, in two cohorts, on 09 11 21 and 16
11 21, requesting information relating to whether they had declared a Climate Emergency,
and/or had formed something similar to a Climate Action Committee. We did not try and
cover the whole East Suffolk region from Lowestoft in the North to Felixstowe in the South,
but wanted to concentrate on a smaller geographic region, focussing on Councils within an
approximate 20 miles radius of Woodbridge. In particular we wanted to make sure we
included all those Councils that might in some way have an interest in the Deben Climate
Focus Area, but not exclusively. We have tried to collate the information below in an
accessible form.

Of the 60 Councils on the list, 8 were Town Councils (13.3%), and 52 were Parish Councils
(86.6%)

We received a total of 19 replies (31.6 % of the total requests sent), 4 from Towns (6.66% of
total) and 15 from Parishes (25% of total). All Councils who replied have received an
acknowledgement and were thanked for their participation.

Of the Towns that responded, Felixstowe, Framlingham, Halesworth and Saxmundham, all
except Halesworth had declared a Climate Emergency and all had initiated various Climate
Emergency plans.

Felixstowe — Climate Emergency declared July 2019, established Climate Emergency
Working Group which monitors the Town Council’s Climate Action Plan.
https://www.felixstowe.gov.uk/about-felixstowe-tc/climate-emergency-declaration/-
Contact Ash Tadjrishi, Town Clerk.

Framlingham — Climate Emergency declaration July 2021, established “Sustainable
Framlingham* as an advisory body. — Contact Councillor Shelley Pepperdine, or Deputy
Town Clerk James Overbury.

Halesworth — have not declared a Climate Emergency, but have recently completed a
residential climate exhibition and survey, and offered the exhibition resources to WTC CEEC
for a similar exercise. — Contact Councillor Jill Reece.

Saxmundham — have declared a Climate emergency and have set up a working group to
develop an action plan and monitor progress. — Contact Councillor Nigel Hiley.

As a personal observation, it appears to me, that there was a real desire, common to all 4
Town Councils, to continue to co-operate and develop connections and joint initiatives.

The response from Parishes was more varied...... most of those that responded had not
declared a Climate Emergency, (where a reason was given, it was because they were too
small and lacked the resources or assets, to form a Climate Action Group), but several had
developed or supported various local initiatives:

Tree and hedge planting or community gardening (Bawdsey, Campsea Ash and Otley).


https://www.felixstowe.gov.uk/about-felixstowe-tc/climate-emergency-declaration/

A 20 mph village wide initiative (Bawdsey).
Extend the “Quiet Lanes* network to include their Parishes (Bawdsey and Otley).
Have officially declared support for the CEE Bill (Campsea Ash).

There were exceptions however, Great Glemham had not declared a Climate Emergency but
have introduced a standing item “Climate and Environmental Initiatives®, at their last
meeting, and were exploring methods to conduct a village energy use and heat loss survey
and are active in supporting and promoting the “WildEast* project.

Martlesham declared a Climate Emergency in September 2019, and set up a working group,
“Martlesham Climate Action* and have organised initiatives such as a Climate Summit and
have established a carbon footprint advice hub, are producing a calendar to promote space for
wildlife and a monthly Repair Cafe is now operational.

Melton Councillor Alan Porter responded on behalf of the Parish Council, he did not answer
the questions, but replied with his own question, which we answered from a personal
perspective.

Rendlesham have declared a Climate Emergency and developed and implemented a Climate
Action Strategy.

http://www.rendlesham.suffolk.gov.uk/Climate Action_Strategy 40075.aspx - Contact
Councillor Victoria Proctor.

Waldringfield have declared a Climate Emergency and support the volunteer group “Greener
Waldringfield“ - www.greenerwaldringfield.org

Again, as a personal observation, | would like to suggest, that the Parishes that responded
positively, in some way to our enquiry, also seemed keen to co-operate, collaborate and make
stronger connections.

Jonathan Valentine,
3011 21.

Members are asked to consider the report from the working party.


http://www.rendlesham.suffolk.gov.uk/Climate_Action_Strategy_40075.aspx
http://www.greenerwaldringfield.org/

ITEM 9
To receive a report from the Tree warden Working Party.

Tree warden, & care, working party - a report 29/11/21

The Working party, Caroline Blois, Jane Healy and Martin Wilks met on zoom,
24/11/21, to recap on current projects and propose new projects for
consideration.

Current projects:
Kingston Fields:

Amenities committee: - there are two major projects proposed:
(prickly) hedging around the allotments - still awaiting costings?
Planting of 3 ornamental Cherries still awaiting costings?

CEE committee: - Double planting of long south boundary hedge (180m)
perpendicular to railway line.

Hedging plants and all associated protective spirals have arrived from the
suffolk Tree warden network supply. Supplementary 7 crab apple trees, from
Suffolk College, offered to intersperse along length of hedge.

Martin & Greg to meet Seth on Friday 2nd 2 pm for site visit.

Parallel to railway line - shorter length, we’re intending to have community
involvement - still awaiting to hear back from Farlingaye - mix of hedging and
standalone trees. Hope to involve public in this planting. If allotments in this
area from the children’s play area to corner with railway crossing, then
opportunity to have another hedge to separate from main Kingston Fields

Proposed projects:

Houchells meadow - revisit plans to plant trees at hedge edges, cannot plant on
the open field as it is capped to contain methane. Need to check with
landowners (ESDC?) for permission. Transition Woodbridge (2017) have
previously scoped this project and suggested candidate trees for planting - some
are already available from within Suffolk Tree warden bundle

Suggestion to broadcast via WTC social media, request for more “Tree
frienders” - to involve more citizen participation in ongoing tree care (that will
be beyond the reach of working party members). Collaboration
offered/suggested between existing Transition Town after care network and
newcomers that arrive via WTC efforts.



Also using WTC comms to remind our citizenry of queens jubilee green canopy
project. And how they can ‘log’ any trees they are involved in planting on the
national ‘green canopy’ website.

The ESDC green canopy Oak donation - no obvious contenders for siting?
What about the canon ground? (in front of Red Lion) but we think too small and
anyway two silver birches already in place

The replacement tree for Market Hill - recommendation for flowering cherry -
available from Kiln farm nurseries, Kesgrave for around £40
Need to check on soil conditioning - possibly take advice?

CEEc recommended - to answer any questions posed, and recommend we adopt
firm recommendations made.

Members are asked to consider the report from the working party.



ITEM 10
To consider the co-option of non-Council members to the Committee.

This Committee has appointed non-Council members as a means of widening the
experience of the Committee and involving members of the public in the business of
the Council.

Mr Peter James has expressed an interest in joining the Committee as a non-Council
member. Mr James is a Councillor at Melton Parish Council, but this does not preclude
him from joining this Committee as a non-Council member.

Members are asked if they wish to appoint further non-Council members to the
Committee



ITEM 11
To note the current balance of the Committees budget and agree any funding requests
to be made to the Finance Committee for the next Financial Year.

The Committee has a budget of £10,000 for this Financial Year, the agreed spends from
which are shown below:

021122021 Woodbridge Town Council Current Year Page 1
10:00 Nominal Ledger Report by ACCOUNT User :GED
Alc Code 5250 Climate Emergency Ctiee Exp Annual Budget 10,000
Centre 180 Committee Expenditure Committed 0
Maonth Date Reference Source Transaction Detail Debit Credit

Opening Balance 0.00
1 0140452021 153 Journal FM Planting 500.00

1 2710452021 NATIOZ Purchase Ledger FM Planting S00.00

4 05072021 SUFF19 Purchase Ledger Print/'Supply Lcl Food Leaflet 495.66
Account Climate Emergency Ctiee Exp Account Totals 1,398.66 900.00

Centre Committee Expenditure Met Balance Month 9 498.66

£4000 has been earmarked for the Climate Summit, which leaves a balance of
£4,601.34 remaining. Members are asked to note the current balance of the Committee
budget.

Looking ahead, the Finance Committee are preparing the budget for the 2022/23
Financial Year, working toward a mid-January deadline. This Committee has requested
funding of £4000 toward four road closures of the Thoroughfare for Car Free Days.

Members are asked to discuss any further funding requests they wish to make to the
Finance Committee.



