Woodbridge Town Council
Shire Hall Market Hill Woodbridge Suffolk P12 4LP
Town Clerk: Mr G E Diaper
Tel: 01394 383599
Email: townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk

To members of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee

Cllr Adelson Cllr Blois Clir Gillard
Cllr O’'Nolan Cllr Sanders Cllr Wilks

Non-Councillors

Rob Berry Jane Healey
Jan Pulsford Isla Richardson
Jonathan Valentine Pam Watson

You are hereby summoned to attend the meeting of the Climate and Ecological
Emergency Committee to be held at the Shire Hall on Tuesday 3™ January 2023 at 5pm
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Greg Diaper
Town Clerk
28" December 2022

Public Attendance

Members of the public and press are welcome to attend. The public will be invited to
give their views/question the Town Council on issues on the agenda, or raise issues for
consideration of inclusion at future meetings. This item will be limited to 30 minutes
duration.

Agenda

1. Apologies

2.. To receive Declarations of Interest
Members and officers are invited to make any declarations of Disclosable
Pecuniary or Local Non-Pecuniary Interests that they may have in relation to
items on the Agenda and are also reminded to make any declarations at any
stage during the meeting if it becomes apparent that this may be required when
a particular item or issue is considered.


mailto:townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk

10.

11.

12.

13.

To consider requests for Dispensations

Councillors with a Pecuniary Interest in an item on this Agenda, who wish to
remain, speak, and/or vote during consideration of that item, may apply for a
dispensation in writing to the Town Clerk prior to the meeting. Applications may
also be considered at the meeting itself should the nature of the interest become
apparent to a Councillor at the time of the meeting.

Public Question Time
For the public to ask questions of the Council or raise issues for consideration at

a future meeting of the Council. Thirty minutes maximum.

To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held 6™ December 2022

To consider how the Committee can continue to work toward achieving the
Earth Protector Towns goals and principles.

To receive a presentation from the Woodbridge Climate Action Centre, and to
consider making a donation to this organisation.

To consider how the Committee can work to facilitate the re-planting of trees on
Edwin and Warwick Avenue.

To consider an invitation to the Committee to have a presentation space at the
‘Energy saving in the home’ meeting at the Fred Reynolds Centre.

To consider how this Committee can be involved with Earth Day 2023.
To receive an update from the Working Parties of the Committee.
To discuss content for chair's next submission to local free papers

Closure



Woodbridge Town Council

Minutes of a meeting of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee held on Tuesday 6"
December 2022 at 5pm, at the Shire Hall

Councillors:

Present: D Adelson, E O’Nolan, R Sanders and M Wilks.

Non-Council

Members: Rob Berry, Jane Healey, Pam Watson, Jan Pulsford and Jonathan Valentine.
Apologies

for Absence: C Blois, P Gillard and Isla Richardson.

In Attendance: Town Clerk and no members of the public

518. Apologies for absence

Apologies for absence had been received from Councillors Blois and Gillard, and Non-Council
Member Richardson.

519. To receive declarations of interest

Councillor Adelson declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 526 as a member of the Suffolk
Wildlife Trust.

520. To consider requests for dispensations

There were no requests from Councillors with a Pecuniary Interest in an item on this agenda
for a dispensation.

521. Public Question Time

There were no members of the public present.
Non-Council member Healey raised concerns about the Castle Street play area.

522. To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held 1st November 2022

It was noted that Pam Watson had sent apologies for the meeting on November 1%, and with
this correction the Committee agreed and approved the signing of the minutes of the meeting
held 15 November 2022 as a true record.

523. To receive an update from the Working Parties of the Committee.
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524.

525.

526.

527.

528.

The Committee received verbal updates from its Working Parties (Cycle Strategy, Trees and
Re-wilding, eBike/ Modal Shift and Water Harvesting),

To discuss content for chair's next submission to local free papers.

The Committee offered the following suggestions for inclusion in the Chair’s next submission:

- Avreport on the Thoroughfare planters.

- Update from the Youth Climate Conference.

- Focus on positive messages and encouraging people to be proud of where they live.

- Asummary of what WTC/ CEEC do, and we are trying to encourage community spirit and
citizen stewardship.

To discuss the Woodbridge bike hire project.

The Committee noted that the Finance Committee had spoken in favour of providing funding

for this project in the 2023/24 Woodbridge Town Council budget, and asked the Town Clerk

to action the following:

- To contact Eezybike regarding the potential for a free trial and differential rates for
Woodbridge residents.

- Tocontact East Suffolk Council regarding the potential for the pod to be sited in the Station
Car Park.

To consider a donation to the Suffolk Wildlife Trust.

The Committee agreed a donation of £1000 to the Suffolk Wildlife Trust, payable from the
CEEC budget (5250).

To consider how this Committee can be involved with Earth Day 2023.

It was agreed to defer this item until the January meeting in order for Non-Council member
Pulsford to prepare a proposal for consideration.

Elected Members were advised that due to purdah and the proximity to the local elections,
Council and Councillor involvement would likely be limited.

Closure

The meeting was closed at 6.40pm.
Councillor Wilks
Chair
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Item 6

To consider how the Committee can continue to work toward achieving the Earth
Protector Towns goals and principles.

Earth Protector Towns is focused on the Transition from current structures and systems

to a way of living together that is in harmony with the earths ecosystems.

This transition requires systems change:

Changes in the way we live (from food to transport) — Lifestyles

Changes in how we power our lives — Green Energy

Changes in the way we work — Green Economy — Bioregional economy —
Localisation

Changes in the way we think of ourselves in relation to the Earth — Education —
Awareness Raising — Health & Wellbeing

Changes in the way we approach the future, by working together — Regenerative
Development Approach — Building Community & Capacity

There are five goals for Earth Protector Towns:

Produce a strategy and a date to achieve a carbon zero future

Practice the movement from sustainable to regenerative living wherever possible
Protect and enhance eco-systems, habitats and species in and around the town
Pioneer the reduction and elimination of single use plastic

Promote awareness of climate and ecological emergencies

Members are asked to consider how the Committee can work toward achieving the
Earth Protector Towns goals and principles.



Item 7

To receive a presentation from the Woodbridge Climate Action Centre, and to consider
making a donation to this organisation.

Woodbridge Climate Action Centre is a Community Benefit Society, regulated by the
Financial Conduct Authority. For more information on Community Benefit societies:

https://www.uk.coop/resources/community-shares-handbook/2-society-

legislation/21-bona-fide-co-operative-societies/211

What is the Woodbridge Climate Action Centre?

Our objective is to help the people of Woodbridge and the Deben reach carbon
neutrality by 2030, through the development of a community-led climate action plan.

Only around 30% of our emissions can be directly tackled by our District and County
Councils. The remaining 60-70% must be addressed through strategies aimed at
reducing consumption, better energy management, and waste reduction.

We recognise that we can only succeed against existential threats - such as climate
change and ecological collapse - if we work across political divides, viewing threats of
an existential nature as a shared problem, which must be faced together, as a
community.

How Will We Do This?

We have launched our Climate Centre. This is a new hub, which will act as the focal
point for building the community led climate action plan. We will host a wide range of
events, installations and exhibitions, talks and workshops, and lots more, to help drive
engagement in climate action.

Our strategy, based on extensive community consultation and discussion, is made up
of three complimentary parts:

1. Climate change and environmental education and engagement
2. Practical solutions which help residents and businesses cut waste and emissions,

remove confusion and misinformation on how to make a difference, and provide local
solutions to a global crisis


https://www.uk.coop/resources/community-shares-handbook/2-society-legislation/21-bona-fide-co-operative-societies/211
https://www.uk.coop/resources/community-shares-handbook/2-society-legislation/21-bona-fide-co-operative-societies/211

3. Mental health and wellbeing support, to empower individuals to take action, rather
than letting overwhelming emotions of anxiety shut down our response to the climate
crisis

The government's Climate Change Commission has laid out several factors which are
crucial for mitigation and adaptation to the Climate and ecological crisis. These include:

- Environmental protection and restoration

- Clean energy - with our focus particularly on community energy, support for
renewables and smart energy systems

- Active travel infrastructure and behavioural change

- Acircular economy and community re-use schemes

- Low carbon solutions, retrofitting, and energy efficiency

Central to this plan is community cohesion; we aim to bring together individuals,
projects and organisations and offer resources and platforms for collaboration to
amplify the effect of each individual project. Strength in numbers!

Who We Are

We are an expanding coalition of residents, academics, local community groups,
charities and organisations putting collaboration and community building at the centre
of a climate action plan.

We welcome - in fact we need - people from every walk of Woodbridge life, from right
across the political spectrum, to join us in mapping out our future as a town. It doesn’t
matter what skills or experience you have, there are hundreds of ways you can get
involved to help Woodbridge build a better future.

We are faced with the certainty of a rapidly changing planet. Rather than wait for
someone else to do something, we can immediately begin the process of building a
strong, resilient, local economy and community, giving ourselves a chance to avoid the
worst of the climate crisis through mitigation, whilst prudently planning for the worst
through adaptation and resilience building.

Members are to receive a presentation from the Woodbridge Climate Action Centre,
and to consider if they wish to make a donation to this organisation.



Item 8

To consider how the Committee can work to facilitate the re-planting of trees on Edwin
and Warwick Avenue.

The Committee have previously discussed a desire to see trees re-planted on Edwin and
Warwick Avenue, and had asked the Clerk to make contact Suffolk County Council
Highways — their response is below:

Thank you for your contact with regards to planting trees in Edwin Avenue, Woodbridge.
We do highly promote the installation of trees, and this fits in with SCCs long-term approach.

Having reviewed the specific location of Edwin Avenue, we have some concerns. As
mentioned, there were a number of trees planted in Edwin Ave, and these were likely removed
for good reason. Perhaps access requirements, lack of maintenance & with the removal of
grass verges, the trees may well have struggled. Other contributing factors to consider would
be the impact a tree being planted in the footway would have. Such as, the reduction of usable
footway width, the impact on underground services and future footway maintenance. Trees in
these types of locations have a habit of breaking up the footway.

So unfortunately, we are reluctant to see trees installed in footways of Edwin Avenue. We
would be more than happy to work with you and the County Councillor to identify more
appropriate locations for tree planting. Please note that the installation costs along with future
maintenance would need to be externally funded.

Members are asked to consider how the Committee can work to facilitate the re-
planting of trees on Edwin and Warwick Avenue.

Item 9

To consider an invitation to the Committee to have a presentation space at the ‘Energy
saving in the home’ meeting at the Fred Reynolds Centre.

The Committee has received an invitation to attend the ‘Energy saving in the home’
meeting at the Fred Reynolds Centre on Saturday 21°% January, with the organisers
proposing that the Committee have a table to discuss with attendees our ongoing work.

Members are asked to consider an invitation for the Committee to attend the ‘Energy
saving in the home’ meeting at the Fred Reynolds Centre.



Item 10
To consider how this Committee can be involved with Earth Day 2023.

Earth Day 2023 is scheduled for Saturday 22" April, and a request has been made by
Members to include an item on this agenda to discuss how this Committee can involved
with this worldwide event.

This was considered at the December meeting and the Committee agreed the
following:

It was agreed to defer this item until the January meeting in order for Non-Council
member Pulsford to prepare a proposal for consideration.

Elected Members were advised that due to purdah and the proximity to the local
elections, Council and Councillor involvement would likely be limited.

The 2023 version of Earth Day will be the 50th anniversary of the event and has the
theme of 'Restore our Earth'.

https://www.earthday.org/

Members are asked to consider how this Committee can be involved with Earth Day
2023.

ltem 11
To receive an update from the Working Parties of the Committee.

The current Working Parties of this Committee are understood to be:

Cycle Strategy

Trees and Re-wilding
eBike/ Modal Shift
Water Harvesting

Item 12
To discuss content for chair's next submission to local free papers.

Members are asked to submit/ suggest content for inclusion in the Chair's next
submission to local free papers.


https://www.earthday.org/

