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Woodbridge Town Council 
 
Minutes of a meeting of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee held on Tuesday 7th June 
2022 at 5pm, at the John Gibbins Gallery 
 
Councillors:    
 
Present:  D Adelson, E O’Nolan and M Wilks 
 
Non-Council  
Members: Rob Berry, Jane Healey, Jan Pulsford, Zach Steventon-Barnes and Jonathan 

Valentine.  
 
Apologies   
for Absence:  Lady C Blois, P Gillard, R Sanders, David Thomas, and Pam Watson  
                
In Attendance: Town Clerk, and two members of the public  
 
135. Apologies for absence 

 
Apologies for absence had been received from Councillors Blois, Gillard and Sanders, David 
Thomas and Pam Watson.  
 

136. To receive declarations of interest 
 
No Members had any Disclosable Pecuniary or Local Non-Pecuniary Interests in relation to 
items on the agenda. 
 

137. To consider requests for dispensations 
 
There were no requests from Councillors with a Pecuniary Interest in an item on this agenda 
for a dispensation. 
 

138. Public Question Time 
 
A member of the public spoke to Councillors regarding the reading of the ‘Rights of the River 
Deben’ on September 24th 2022.  
 
A non-Council member invited the Committee to have a stall at the Rights of the River Deben 
event on September 24th 2022. The Town Clerk was asked to agenda an item for the 
September meeting to consider the Committee’s involvement. There were no questions; the 
Chair clarified that this indicated that all members of the committee were broadly in favour 
of the initiative.   
 

139. To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held June 7th, 2022. 
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The Committee agreed and approved the signing of the minutes of the meeting held 7th June  
2022 as a true record. 
 

140. To consider the Committees ‘Statement of Purpose’ 
 
It was agreed to re-order the Statement of Purpose to read: 
 
 - To direct Woodbridge towards making appropriate contributions to the global fight against 
climate chaos and ecosystem collapse. 
- To support the process of regenerating a healthy natural environment for our town. 
- To improve and optimise the legacy that we leave for future inhabitants (human and non-
human). 
- To create opportunities for active citizen collaboration in the decision-making, management, 
enjoyment and responsibilities of the ‘commons’ assets that benefit or affect everyone.  
- To prepare our town to face the unravelling of old certainties and the accelerating frequency 
of emergencies. 
- To draw attention to the need for protection for inhabitants, ecosystems, homes and assets.  
- To build a resilient, robust and inclusive community in Woodbridge 
 
We will do this with: - a passion to make things better for us all; kindness and appreciation for 
the sharing of our best efforts, mutual support and encouragement; diligence on following up 
on what we say we will contribute; deep compassion for ourselves and others; opportunities 
for heartful social gatherings to celebrate and extend our neighbourliness in an inclusive 
manner that welcomes our diversity. 
 

141. To receive an update from the Working Parties of the Committee. 
 
The Committee received updates from the following Working Parties: 
 
Idling 
 
New graphics produced. 
 
Trees and Re-wilding  
 
The following locations could be considered for re-wilding: 
- Collingwood Road re-wilding and planting of a third tree to join the two remaining trees 

on the green 
- The boundary hedge on Kingston Field 
- Hasketon Road/ Grundisburgh Road triangle and considering another small tree in front of 

the oak on the triangle – land owner to be approached? 
- Bullards Lane/ Drybridge Hill/ Bilney Road 
- Old Barrack Road (between Seckford Hall Road and Oxford Drive) 
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The Town Clerk was asked to write to the Highways Authority explained the Committee’s 
desire to replant those trees which have been removed on Warwick and Edwin Avenue.  
 
Cycling Strategy 
 
The Town Clerk provided an update on the Mini-Holland meeting held with Suffolk County 
Council. 

142. To consider the requirement for a monthly or regular column in the local free papers to 
Communicate CEE issues.   
 
It was agreed to submit regular/ monthly copy to the local free papers to Communicate CEE 
issues, following confirmation from local publications that they would be interested to receive 
such news – the first column would have an emphasis on the idling issue   
 
Members are asked to submit content to the Chair in order that he can seek approval from 
the Town Mayor before submission.  

143. To consider a request from the National Association of Local Councils to Complete The 
Community Works Good Practice Project Template.  
 
Cllr. O’Nolan was asked to complete the template using the Water Quality Testing programme 
as an example.  
 

144. To consider how the Fairtrade campaign links with ongoing and future activity of the council’s 
Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee. 
 
Members agreed that the Committee would work to support any bid from the Town Council 
and the Fairtrade campaign to gain Fairtrade status for Woodbridge.  
 

145.  To consider the ‘Right to Grow’ campaign. 
 
This item was deferred.  
 

146. Closure 
 
The meeting was closed at 6.30pm. 

                 
                Councillor Wilks 

Chair 


