
 
Woodbridge Town Council 

Shire Hall   Market Hill   Woodbridge   Suffolk   IP12 4LP 
Town Clerk:  Mr G E Diaper 

Tel:  01394 383599 
Email:  townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk  

 
 
           

To members of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee 
  
    Cllr Adelson  Cllr Blois  Cllr Gillard  
 Cllr O’Nolan  Cllr Sanders  Cllr Wilks 

    
       Non-Councillors 

 
Jane Healey  David Thomas  
Pam Watson  Jonathan Valentine 
Rob Berry  Jan Pulsford 

Zach Steventon-Barnes 
 
You are hereby summoned to attend the meeting of the Climate and Ecological 
Emergency Committee to be held at the John Gibbins Gallery, The Longshed, Tide Mill 
Way, on Tuesday 5th July 2022 at 5.00PM 
 

                                                                                                                                 
Greg Diaper 
Town Clerk  
29th June 2022 

 
Public Attendance 
Members of the public and press are welcome to attend.  The public will be invited to 
give their views/question the Town Council on issues on the agenda, or raise issues for 
consideration of inclusion at future meetings.  This item will be limited to 30 minutes 
duration. 

Agenda 
 

 
1. Apologies 

 
2.. To receive Declarations of Interest 

Members and officers are invited to make any declarations of Disclosable 
Pecuniary or Local Non-Pecuniary Interests that they may have in relation to 
items on the Agenda and are also reminded to make any declarations at any 

mailto:townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk


stage during the meeting if it becomes apparent that this may be required when 
a particular item or issue is considered. 
 

3. To consider requests for Dispensations 
Councillors with a Pecuniary Interest in an item on this Agenda, who wish to 
remain, speak, and/or vote during consideration of that item, may apply for a 
dispensation in writing to the Town Clerk prior to the meeting.  Applications may 
also be considered at the meeting itself should the nature of the interest become 
apparent to a Councillor at the time of the meeting. 
 

4. Public Question Time 
For the public to ask questions of the Council or raise issues for consideration at 
a future meeting of the Council. Thirty minutes maximum.  
 

 5. To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held 7th June 2022. 
 
6. To consider the Committees ‘Statement of Purpose’ 

 
7. To receive an update from the Working Parties of the Committee. 

 
8. To consider the requirement for a monthly or regular column in the local free 

papers to Communicate CEE issues.   
 
9. To consider a request from the National Association of Local Councils to 

Complete The Community Works Good Practice Project Template.  
 

10. To consider how the Fairtrade campaign links with ongoing and future activity of 
the council’s Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee. 
 

11. To consider the ‘Right to Grow campaign’ 
 

12. Closure 
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Woodbridge Town Council 
 
Minutes of a meeting of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee held on Tuesday 7th June 
2022 at 5pm, at the John Gibbins Gallery 
 
Councillors:    
 
Present:  D Adelson, P Gillard, R Sanders, and M Wilks 
 
Non-Council  
Members: Rob Berry, Jane Healey, David Thomas, Jan Pulsford, Zach Steventon-Barnes 

and Jonathan Valentine.  
 
Apologies   
for Absence:  Lady C Blois, E O’Nolan, Pam Watson  
                
In Attendance: Town Clerk, Cllr Miller and four members of the public  
 
58. To appoint a Chair of Committee for the 2022/2023 Civic Year. 

 
Councillor Wilks was elected the Chair of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee 
for the 2022/23 Civic Year.  
 

59. To appoint a Vice-Chair of Committee for the 2022/2023 Civic Year. 
 
Councillor Adelson was elected the Vice-Chair of the Climate and Ecological Emergency 
Committee for the 2022/23 Civic Year.  
 

60. Apologies for absence 

 
Apologies for absence had been received from Councillors Blois and O’Nolan, and Pam 
Watson.   
 

61. To receive declarations of interest 

 

No Members had any Disclosable Pecuniary or Local Non-Pecuniary Interests in relation to 
items on the agenda. 
 

62. To consider requests for dispensations 
 
There were no requests from Councillors with a Pecuniary Interest in an item on this agenda 
for a dispensation. 
 

63. Public Question Time 
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A member of the public asked the Committee about the use of the word ‘Emergency’ in the 
Committee name and was duly advised of the reasoning.  
 
A member of the public introduced himself as new resident to Woodbridge and expressed an 
interest in the item regarding cycling provision in Woodbridge.  
 

64. To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held May 3rd, 2022. 
 
The Committee agreed and approved the signing of the minutes of the meeting held 3rd May  
2022 as a true record. 
 

65. To note this Committee’s Terms of Reference.  
 
The Committee noted the Terms of Reference.  

 
66. To welcome an offer of collaboration from Christine Laverock from Churches Together 

Woodbridge and Melton, and to consider the potential for ‘Citizen Juries’ in Woodbridge to 
address CEE matters. 
 
The Committee received a presentation from Christine Laverock regarding Community 
Consultation Workshops in Woodbridge.  
 
The Committee agreed to investigate further collaboration with local individuals and 
organisations regarding citizen juries and local CEE matters. Item 67 on this agenda was 
suggested as a case in point 
 

67. To consider the problem of idling cars on the Thoroughfare. 

 

The Committee agreed to appoint a Working Party consisting of Cllr Adelson, Jan Pulsford, Jane 

Healey and Christine Laverock to ‘Promote an effective campaign to raise an awareness 

regarding the expense and nuisance of idling vehicles’.  

 

Cllr Miller left the meeting.  

 

68. To consider the Woodbridge Air Quality Management Area Revocation Assessment. 

 

The Committee agreed to mandate the Chair and Clerk to draft a response for approval by 

Town Council.  

 

69. To receive an update from the working parties of the Committee. 

 

This item was deferred.  

 



 

  15  
 

70. To consider the requirement for a monthly or regular column in the local free papers to 

Communicate CEE issues. 

 

The Town Clerk was asked to investigate the level of interest from local free papers for a 

regular column communicating CEE issues. The Chair and the Town Clerk were also requested 

to collaborate on a strategy for producing and posting any such column. 

 

71. To consider a donation of £500 to Suffolk Energy Action Solutions – ‘SEAS’. 

 

The Committee agree to delay any decision until SEAS official announce a judicial review. 

 

72.  To consider a request from the Planning Committee regarding trees in the conservation area. 

 

The Committee agreed it had no further comments to make regarding applications 

DC/22/1907/TCA and DC/22/1908/TCA, but noted the protocol implications that had arisen 

regarding how CEEC and Planning Committee collaborate on such matters. 

 

73.  To consider the potential for diagonal parking in the town centre car parks. 

 

The Town Clerk was asked to write to East Suffolk Council regarding the possibility of diagonal 

parking in the Woodbridge town centre car parks, notably Oak Lane.  

 

A member of the public present was asked to communicate with the Clerk regarding this 

suggestion.   

 

74.  To consider the ‘Right to Grow’ campaign. 

 

This item was deferred.  

 

75.  To discuss a potential cycling strategy for Woodbridge. 

 

The Committee agreed to appoint a Working Party consisting of Cllrs. Adelson, Sanders and 

Wilks, Jane Healey, Pam Watson, Christine Laverock and Mr John Bann (a member of the public 

present at the meeting).  

 

76. Closure 
 
The meeting was closed at 6.52pm. 

                Councillor Wilks 
Chair 



Item 6 
To consider the Committees ‘Statement of Purpose’ 

The Committee has previously agreed the following Statement of Purpose: 

- To build a resilient, robust and inclusive community in Woodbridge
- To support the process of regenerating a healthy natural environment for our town.
- To improve and optimise the legacy that we leave for future inhabitants (human and
non-human).
- To create opportunities for active citizen collaboration in the decision-making,
management, enjoyment and responsibilities of the ‘commons’ assets that benefit or
affect everyone.
- To prepare our town to face the unravelling of old certainties and the accelerating
frequency of emergencies.
- To draw attention to the need for protection for inhabitants, ecosystems, homes and
assets.
- To direct Woodbridge towards making appropriate contributions to the global fight
against climate chaos and ecosystem collapse.

We will do this with: - a passion to make things better for us all; kindness and 
appreciation for the sharing of our best efforts, mutual support and encouragement; 
diligence on following up on what we say we will contribute; deep compassion for 
ourselves and others; opportunities for heartful social gatherings to celebrate and 
extend our neighbourliness in an inclusive manner that welcomes our diversity. 

Members are asked to consider if they wish to make any changes to the statement of 
purpose.  



Item 8 
To consider the requirement for a monthly or regular column in the local free papers 
to Communicate CEE issues.   
 
There has been a positive response from publications regarding a regular column in 
local free papers (one even printed the Statement of Purpose despite a request not to!).  
 
Community News 
 
Hi Lorienn, 
 
Thank you for getting in touch. 
 
Yes, please do send in a regular report – column to the Community News and we will be 
happy to help spread the word. 
 
 
Flyer 
 
Dear Lorienn 
 
Yes, the Woodbridge Flyer would like to receive new from the Town Council's Climate and 
Ecological Committee. 
 
 
Members are asked to consider how they wish to agree copy for local publications.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Item 9 
To consider a request from the National Association of Local Councils to Complete The 
Community Works Good Practice Project Template.  
 
The following communication has been received from the National Association of Local 
Councils (NALC) 

**FAO Clerks Contributing to NALC 2020 Climate Change Case Studies Document**  

Dear Clerk, 
I am writing to follow up your council's entry in NALC's 2020 publication of climate change 
case studies here. 
Since then NALC has started a climate emergency network of local councils, which councils 
and clerks can join by following this link. 
As you may already know, at a recent network meeting we viewed an emerging webpage 
for local councils, all comments very welcome. For the connected Local Projects page, we 
also agreed the attached template for recording good practice to share amongst local 
(parish and town) councils, using Creating New Allotments as the first example. 
Would your council be happy to share a step-by-step guide to the climate action you have 
carried out, for sharing more widely? 

Please feel able to complete as much as you can of the template, for each action you have 
undertaken, then send to Andrew Maliphant at info@thecommunityworks.co.uk for wider 
sharing. 

We look forward to being in touch. Kind regards, 

Chris 

Chris Borg FSLCC, ACMI, AATQB, MA, BA (Hons.), BA (Hons.), CiLCA, CELTA 

Policy manager 

National Association of Local Councils 

 
The template and example are shown overleaf.  
 
Members are asked to consider if they have any project examples which can be 
submitted.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.nalc.gov.uk%2flibrary%2four-work%2fclimate-change%2f3297-climate-change-case-studies%2ffile&c=E,1,asjaZ43ejVUr8fGzsbyZXcAJcyf0qeL_aWI6pxOFYsT13kz2OqFt68sXIVMgK1__obbAcGpBKMxOxl8T_VGK20yS5cdiLPk8BtC6G2HHxxeshQhjwJ6u0bE4bA,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.nalc.gov.uk%2four-work%2fnalc-national-networks%23climate-emergency&c=E,1,60rJkD2W9LcrxHXeOCTN-QE4veUUxJVV1JZUhvw7-O7NQxMe_-Vuv5RfUhKaOb3c35WyiFxN3Kt3G3_W5zLIN0jd_zv_y296Wjo0MzLg0JxZxUBt&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.thecommunityworks.co.uk%2flocal-councils%2f&c=E,1,UZ8UmuBG-mbCKO0p70u8TiCRC9zXUrgh0h64LygjrO3yrwUepoR_pEZglN6mujVJcEwAx5zhUTY22KzUuvrZfnUJknSXuA4HPciMjdGpj9FYqkDOR97olg,,&typo=1
mailto:info@thecommunityworks.co.uk


 
PROJECT 
 

 

LEADER / 
PARTNERS 
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POWERS 

 

FUNDING 
SOURCES 

 

ADVICE / USEFUL 
CONTACTS 

 

Requirements:  
SKILLS 
 

 

RESOURCES 
 

 

MATERIALS 
 

 

PERMISSION 
 

 

CONTRACTORS 
 

 

Steps to 
Success: 
 
 
 

1.  First step.. 
2.  

ECONOMIC 
BASIS 

 

COMMUNITY 
BENEFIT 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT 

 

MAINTENANCE 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PROJECT 
 

CREATING NEW ALLOTMENTS 

LEADER / 
PARTNERS 

Parish or town council 

COUNCIL 
POWERS 

Local Government Act 1972 s.124(1) (acquire land) 
Small Holdings and Allotments Act 1908 s.26 (make 
improvements) 

FUNDING 
SOURCES 

Awards For All and other Big Lottery funds 
See also www.nsalg.org.uk/allotment-info/funding-advice/  

ADVICE / USEFUL 
CONTACTS 

National Allotment Society www.nsalg.org.uk  
Nearby council with allotments 

Requirements:  
SKILLS 
 

Negotiation, administration, cultivation 

RESOURCES 
 

Well-drained land with good soil; funds to buy it; water supply; 
(push) mower 

MATERIALS 
 

Fencing, notice board(s) 

PERMISSION 
 

May need planning authority approval for change of use 

CONTRACTORS 
 

Any necessary site clearance; erect fencing and access gate(s) 

Steps to 
Success: 

1. Find a suitable site, large enough for several allotments 
2. Negotiate purchase from the current owner 
3. Fence round the site, with gates for person / vehicle 

access 
4. Install water standpipe if not already on site 
5. Divide land into equal size allotments, with access paths 
6. Devise allotment rules based on example from another 

council 
7. Publicise availability of allotments 
8. Sign agreements with allotment holders to pay rent and 

observe the allotment rules  
9. Keep a waiting list 
10. Erect noticeboard(s) to give information to the allotment 

holders / general public 
11. Oversee maintenance of the site 
12. Be available to resolve any disputes / breaking of the rules 

ECONOMIC 
BASIS 

Charge an annual rent to collectively cover water supply, mowing 
and maintaining paths, possible sinking fund for fencing / other 
repairs 
 

COMMUNITY 
BENEFIT 

Grow cheap fruit and vegetables for own family and friends; 
healthy outdoor exercise; meet more people and be part of a 
community 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT 

Fruit trees help improve carbon footprint; cultivation improves 
biodiversity including support for bees 
 

MAINTENANCE 
 

Option to establish an allotments association to oversee respect 
for the rules, manage any regular site maintenance such as 
mowing paths and be the link between the council and allotment 
holders 

http://www.nsalg.org.uk/allotment-info/funding-advice/
http://www.nsalg.org.uk/


Item 10 
To consider how the Fairtrade campaign links with ongoing and future activity of the 
council’s Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee. 
 
The notes from the recent Fairtrade meeting are shown below: 
 
Fairtrade meeting 8 June 2022 
Mike Gidney ( CEO, Fairtrade); Patrick Gillard (Councillor, Chair, Mayor WTC);Caroline 
Hawksley; Caroline Page (County Councillor, Woodbridge); John Risby (Chair, Choose 
Woodbridge); Rita James; David Adelson (Town Councillor); Sue Bale (Town Councillor) 
Woodbridge Town Council is already committed to supporting a bid for Woodbridge to 
become a Fairtrade town once more.  
In order to achieve this, we need: 

• Local commitment 
• Availability of Fairtrade goods in shops – generally tea, coffee, cocoa, bananas, some 

textiles 
• Local media interest 
• Local school interest 

‘Fair and Local’ - Mike explained that new guidance for achieving Fairtrade status will be 
issued in November 2022. We are encouraged to link Fairtrade status with our environmental 
and ‘local produce’ commitments e.g. the town council’s progress on the environment, 
Transition Woodbridge’s campaign for buying locally produced goods.  
ACTION POINTS 

1. WTC to propose offering a choice of Fairtrade coffee/tea to visitors to the Shire Hall. 
PATRICK  

2. To encourage pupils at Farlingaye school to get involved in championing the Fairtrade 
bid, doing a survey of Fairtrade available in the town, and possibly get involved in 
website creation. PATRICK 

3. To discuss collaboration with Transition Woodbridge, particularly on the ‘Fair and 
Local’ theme. CAROLINE H 

4. To make local business members of Choose Woodbridge aware of the bid and 
encourage participation. JOHN 

5. To compare notes on Fairtrade status with Beccles County Councillor. CAROLINE 
P 

6. To inform this group how other towns have managed their ‘Fair and Local’ 
campaigns. MIKE 

7. To make sure the Fairtrade campaign links with ongoing and future activity of the 
council’s Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee. DAVID 

8. To consider focus on Fairtrade at an environment event early 2023 with speaker from 
SAFT (Suffolk Association of Fairtrade Towns), Alan Muchal and/or the tea farmer 
sponsor of SAFT. ALL 

For info - national Fairtrade stockists: 
Co-op – own label goods; Waitrose; Sainsburys (100% of bananas); Aldi; Lidl 
NEXT MEETING: 
August/September 
 
Members are asked toconsider how the Fairtrade campaign links with ongoing and 
future activity of the council’s Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee. 



Item 11 
To consider the ‘Right to Grow’ campaign. 
 
The Town Clerk and Chair received a request from non-Council member Watson asking 
for the Committee to consider the ‘Right to Grow’ campaign detailed in the following 
article.  
 
https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2022/may/02/community-groups-call-for-
right-to-grow-food-in-uks-unloved-public-spaces?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other  
 
It is suggested that the Amenities Committee are asked to consider this campaign.  
 

https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2022/may/02/community-groups-call-for-right-to-grow-food-in-uks-unloved-public-spaces?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other
https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2022/may/02/community-groups-call-for-right-to-grow-food-in-uks-unloved-public-spaces?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other

