
 
Woodbridge Town Council 

Shire Hall   Market Hill   Woodbridge   Suffolk   IP12 4LP 
Town Clerk:  Mr G E Diaper 

Tel:  01394 383599 
Email:  townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk  

 
 
           

To members of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee 
  
    Cllr Adelson  Cllr Blois  Cllr Gillard  
 Cllr O’Nolan  Cllr Sanders  Cllr Wilks 

    
       Non-Councillors 

 
Jane Healey  David Thomas  
Pam Watson  Jonathan Valentine 
Rob Berry  Jan Pulsford 

Zach Steventon-Barnes 
 
You are hereby summoned to attend the meeting of the Climate and Ecological 
Emergency Committee to be held at the John Gibbins Gallery, The Longshed, Tide Mill 
Way, on Tuesday 6th September 2022 at 5.00PM 
 

                                                                                                                                 
Greg Diaper 
Town Clerk  
01.09.2022 

 
Public Attendance 
Members of the public and press are welcome to attend.  The public will be invited to 
give their views/question the Town Council on issues on the agenda, or raise issues for 
consideration of inclusion at future meetings.  This item will be limited to 30 minutes 
duration. 

Agenda 
 

 
1. Apologies 

 
2.. To receive Declarations of Interest 

Members and officers are invited to make any declarations of Disclosable 
Pecuniary or Local Non-Pecuniary Interests that they may have in relation to 
items on the Agenda and are also reminded to make any declarations at any 

mailto:townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk


stage during the meeting if it becomes apparent that this may be required 
when a particular item or issue is considered. 
 

3. To consider requests for Dispensations 
Councillors with a Pecuniary Interest in an item on this Agenda, who wish to 
remain, speak, and/or vote during consideration of that item, may apply for a 
dispensation in writing to the Town Clerk prior to the meeting.  Applications 
may also be considered at the meeting itself should the nature of the interest 
become apparent to a Councillor at the time of the meeting. 
 

4. Public Question Time 
For the public to ask questions of the Council or raise issues for consideration 
at a future meeting of the Council. Thirty minutes maximum.  
 

 5. To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held 5th July 2022. 
 
6. To receive an update from the Working Parties of the Committee. 
 
7. To consider a request from the ‘Save the Deben’ campaign for Town Council 

support.  
 

8. To note a report from the Suffolk Wildlife Trust further to their summer wildlife 
sessions which were proposed by this Committee and funded by the Town 
Council. 

 
9. To consider the potential of installing rainwater collection devices on the 

Council’s estate. 
 

10. To consider the Committee’s involved at the Ambient Music festival. 
 

11. To consider project funding requests for the 2023/24 budget. 
 

12. To consider an event or activity to be showcased at the Great Big Green Week.  
 

13. To discuss content for chair's next submission to local free papers 
 

14. To consider the ‘Right to Grow campaign’ 
 
15. Closure 
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Woodbridge Town Council 
 
Minutes of a meeting of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee held on Tuesday 7th June 
2022 at 5pm, at the John Gibbins Gallery 
 
Councillors:    
 
Present:  D Adelson, E O’Nolan and M Wilks 
 
Non-Council  
Members: Rob Berry, Jane Healey, Jan Pulsford, Zach Steventon-Barnes and Jonathan 

Valentine.  
 
Apologies   
for Absence:  Lady C Blois, P Gillard, R Sanders, David Thomas, and Pam Watson  
                
In Attendance: Town Clerk, and two members of the public  
 
135. Apologies for absence 

 
Apologies for absence had been received from Councillors Blois, Gillard and Sanders, David 
Thomas and Pam Watson.  
 

136. To receive declarations of interest 
 
No Members had any Disclosable Pecuniary or Local Non-Pecuniary Interests in relation to 
items on the agenda. 
 

137. To consider requests for dispensations 
 
There were no requests from Councillors with a Pecuniary Interest in an item on this agenda 
for a dispensation. 
 

138. Public Question Time 
 
A member of the public spoke to Councillors regarding the reading of the ‘Rights of the River 
Deben’ on September 24th 2022.  
 
A non-Council member invited the Committee to have a stall at the Rights of the River Deben 
event on September 24th 2022. The Town Clerk was asked to agenda an item for the 
September meeting to consider the Committee’s involvement. There were no questions; the 
Chair clarified that this indicated that all members of the committee were broadly in favour 
of the initiative.   
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139. To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held June 7th, 2022. 
 
The Committee agreed and approved the signing of the minutes of the meeting held 7th June  
2022 as a true record. 
 

140. To consider the Committees ‘Statement of Purpose’ 
 
It was agreed to re-order the Statement of Purpose to read: 
 
 - To direct Woodbridge towards making appropriate contributions to the global fight against 
climate chaos and ecosystem collapse. 
- To support the process of regenerating a healthy natural environment for our town. 
- To improve and optimise the legacy that we leave for future inhabitants (human and non-
human). 
- To create opportunities for active citizen collaboration in the decision-making, management, 
enjoyment and responsibilities of the ‘commons’ assets that benefit or affect everyone.  
- To prepare our town to face the unravelling of old certainties and the accelerating frequency 
of emergencies. 
- To draw attention to the need for protection for inhabitants, ecosystems, homes and assets.  
- To build a resilient, robust and inclusive community in Woodbridge 
 
We will do this with: - a passion to make things better for us all; kindness and appreciation for 
the sharing of our best efforts, mutual support and encouragement; diligence on following up 
on what we say we will contribute; deep compassion for ourselves and others; opportunities 
for heartful social gatherings to celebrate and extend our neighbourliness in an inclusive 
manner that welcomes our diversity. 
 

141. To receive an update from the Working Parties of the Committee. 
 
The Committee received updates from the following Working Parties: 
 
Idling 
 
New graphics produced. 
 
Trees and Re-wilding  
 
The following locations could be considered for re-wilding: 
- Collingwood Road re-wilding and planting of a third tree to join the two remaining trees 

on the green 
- The boundary hedge on Kingston Field 
- Hasketon Road/ Grundisburgh Road triangle and considering another small tree in front of 

the oak on the triangle – land owner to be approached? 
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- Bullards Lane/ Drybridge Hill/ Bilney Road 
- Old Barrack Road (between Seckford Hall Road and Oxford Drive) 
 
The Town Clerk was asked to write to the Highways Authority explained the Committee’s 
desire to replant those trees which have been removed on Warwick and Edwin Avenue.  
 
Cycling Strategy 
 
The Town Clerk provided an update on the Mini-Holland meeting held with Suffolk County 
Council. 

142. To consider the requirement for a monthly or regular column in the local free papers to 
Communicate CEE issues.   
 
It was agreed to submit regular/ monthly copy to the local free papers to Communicate CEE 
issues, following confirmation from local publications that they would be interested to receive 
such news – the first column would have an emphasis on the idling issue   
 
Members are asked to submit content to the Chair in order that he can seek approval from 
the Town Mayor before submission.  

143. To consider a request from the National Association of Local Councils to Complete The 
Community Works Good Practice Project Template.  
 
Cllr. O’Nolan was asked to complete the template using the Water Quality Testing programme 
as an example.  
 

144. To consider how the Fairtrade campaign links with ongoing and future activity of the council’s 
Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee. 
 
Members agreed that the Committee would work to support any bid from the Town Council 
and the Fairtrade campaign to gain Fairtrade status for Woodbridge.  
 

145.  To consider the ‘Right to Grow’ campaign. 
 
This item was deferred.  
 

146. Closure 
 
The meeting was closed at 6.30pm. 

                 
                Councillor Wilks 

Chair 



Item 7 
To consider a request from the ‘Save the Deben’ campaign for Town Council support. 
 
Members have received presentations at previous meetings from the organisers of 
the ‘Save the Deben’ campaign, who are now working toward submitting a Designated 
Bathing Water status application to the Environment Agency for the River Deben at 
Woodbridgr. More information on these designations can be accessed via the website 
below: 
 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/bathing-waters-apply-for-designation-or-de-
designation  
 
The organisers of the campaign have supplied the following update on their progress: 
 
Dear Greg, 
 
Please find details of our plan to submit the above application to include the strip of river 
from Woodbridge to Waldringfield. 
 
In the first instance we are advised that we have to show that there is a problem in the area 
which the increased investment and monitoring of water quality by the Environment Agency 
and the financial investment in improving existing infrastructure will improve (DEFRA) 
 
Clearly there is a problem; The Water Quality in Rivers Report of 5/1/22 published by The 
House of Commons Environmental Adit Committee found the state of our rivers 'to be in a 
mess' and all UK rivers are affected. Locally citizen science testing has shown elevated levels 
of E.Coli which according to the Rivers Trust is only a marker for elevated levels of other 
contaminants such as nitrates and phosphates, micro plastics, rubber and brake pad 
contamination in run off from our roads, chemicals that don't disappear and the list can 
continue. 
 
All of this in the Deben Estuary in an area which is a Ramsar site, SSSI and an AONB which 
we find outrageous and a threat to ecology. 
 
In a meeting with Anglian Water we (Save The Deben Campaign, founded by myself and 
Count Councillor Caroline Page) discussed the positive return on a successful designated 
bathing water status application which include increased monitoring frequency by the EA, 
investment in identifying leaks and improvement to infrastructure and an investment in 
collaborative partnership programmes with local landowners and farmers to decrease 
farmland run off. It is also suggested to the water companies that level 3 treatment of 
sewage is desirable in these areas which would include the 'treatment' of bacteria which is 
currently not a requirement at the routine level 2 sewage treatment. 
 
So we have decided to go ahead with the application, to put it in context; France has approx 
500 strips of inland water which are recognised with this status, the UK Govt has advised 
water companies to identify 2 potential areas within their territory and support the 
applications, Surfers Against Sewage have called for 200 areas to be granted the status by 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/bathing-waters-apply-for-designation-or-de-designation
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/bathing-waters-apply-for-designation-or-de-designation


DEFRA and at present there are only 2 areas, at Ilkley on the River Wharfe and in Oxford at 
Wolvercote Will.  
 
The application process is detailed clearly and we have started the process. It includes user 
counts, consultations with local authorities, public, businesses and landowners and facility 
evaluation and has to be submitted by the 31st October and we will receive the decision Q1 
next year. 
 
The submission is complex and I am happy to describe what we have to do and to answer 
any questions that the Council may have. It would be desirable to have the agreement of 
the council and their support if possible.  
 
We have had a positive response from Anglian Water in this regard and they have been very 
helpful in advising us on the preparation of the application. 
 
We have had to start this whole process independently because it is so time sensitive and it 
has been over the Summer break but there are some areas in which the local expertise and 
practical help would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to hearing from you and answering any questions that you may have. 
 
In discussions with the organisers it has been suggested that the (non-financial) 
support of the Town Council would be a significant ‘feather in their cap’ for their 
application.  
 
Members are asked if they wish to make a recommendation to the Full Council to 
suggest that Woodbridge Town Council agree to support the campaign for designated 
bathing water status for the River Deben at Woodbridge.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Item 8 
To note a report from the Suffolk Wildlife Trust further to their summer wildlife 
sessions which were proposed by this Committee and funded by the Town Council.  
 
This Committee has been proactive in supporting and promoting the work of the 
Suffolk Wildlife Trust within Woodbridge, with funds set aside in the Council’s current 
budget to enable the trust to offer free wildlife sessions to local families.  
 
The overleaf report has been provided by the trust summarising their activities this 
summer.  
 
Members are asked to note this report.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 

Report for sessions in Woodbridge Town Council Parks,  
Summer 2022 

By Charlie Zakss 31.8.22 
 
We have had another wonderful summer of events in Woodbridge parks, and are really grateful for 
the opportunity to delve deeper into our wildlife with local families. 
 
This year, we only advertised locally using the WTC Eventbrite booking pages, FB pages, other local 
FB pages and local posters (to avoid the Suffolk Wildlife Trust reach of the whole of Suffolk). 
Eventbrite worked really well and it was great working with Belinda setting this up. Local press works 
3 months upfront so we missed these deadlines, which I feel would have let a whole new group of 
people know about the events. I will send them a review and pictures for publicity for potential 
future events and perhaps in the future we can aim to get event dates agreed in time for these 
deadlines. Overall the event were well attended and much appreciated by local families. 
 
Below is a little review of each event and lessons learnt: 
 
Fri 3rd June – 12-5pm at Kingston Fields Jubilee Event  - this was a fantastic event and we engaged 
with many people of all ages in practical workshops making bee homes for Woodbridge Parks. These 
are still not finished and I need to plan an event to finally get these done for you to be ready to put 
up in Spring. 
 
Tuesday 9th August - Houchells Meadow - Bird Box Building 10.30am -12.30pm  
We engaged with 10 families, 19 kids, made 19 boxes, 1 box was donated back to the town council 
as a thank you by one boy to say thank you for funding the session. The session was great fun and 
appreciated by all, however, Houchells Meadow is tricky to work in as it has no shelter and no toilet. 
I wouldn’t rush back here again. Even though the event was only 2 hours, including set up and pack 
up, I was there for over 4 hours and that’s too long in the sun and without a loo! 
2 families were immediately local but they would happily have walked into town for the activity, so I 
don’t feel we reached those ‘hard to get’ families that live around there, even though I put posters 
up where possible around the site / local shops / little swings etc. Still it was great fun and the 
families that came were very excited and grateful. 
 
 
Tuesday 16th August - Elmhurst Park - Hedgehogs   
10am-12pm - Activities around hedgehogs; 1pm-3pm - Building hedgehog boxes. We had a 
fantastic morning session learning all about hedgehogs and really focusing on how the families can 
help them in their gardens, it was absolutely brilliant. We had 18 kids and 12 adults at this session - 5 
have hedgehogs in their garden and engagement was really high, with every single family committed 
to taking action for hedgehogs in their garden. 

In the afternoon, we made hedgehog homes, 1 family stayed all day! We had 16 kids, 11 adults, and 
we made 11 hedgehog homes. Again, engagement levels were really high and actions will be taken. 
Most were really keen to take their boxes home, but 4 decided they would like to leave them in 
Elmhurst Park, as we found LOADS of hedgehog poo in the park. We have hidden 4 in bushes in the 
Elmhurst Park and 1 in bushes in Fen Meadow. It would be great to meet with the park keeper to 
check they are happy to leave them there.  



There was concern from the children that there is nowhere for the hedgehogs to drink from in the 
park and they wondered if there is anything the council could do? Even a very small “washing up 
bowl” pond inviting people to fill it up with a water bottle when they passed? Perhaps we could 
discuss this with the park keeper? 

Elmhurst Park is a great place to work – easy access, facilities not far away and through traffic, which 
gives us a chance to chat to the users of the park about what’s going on in their park. Families felt 
that more signage of all the things you are doing for wildlife in the park would also be useful and 
well worth investing in as they were unaware of the work of the council, until I told them.  

‘Hedgehog’s’ are a popular subject. We have 9 hedgehog home kits left and I propose another event 
in Elmhurst Park in October, before bonfire night, subject to SWT availability. 

 
Tuesday 23rd August - Kingston Fields Mini Beast Mansion building  10.30am -2.30pm 
This event was bookable but also designed to capture a new audience of people in the park on the 
day, so they could join us as they liked. This worked really well, however we were inundated. 
Estimated numbers are approximately 50 adults and 60 children but we didn’t have the capacity to 
properly engage with this number of people as I would have liked. I would definitely work in this way 
again, but would design the session differently, with more publicity for SWT and WTC at the event 
and the purpose of us being there, as well as the fun drop-in activities. 
 
 
Tuesday 30th August - Fen Meadow - BATS 
10am-12pm - Activities around bats & building bat boxes 
1pm-3pm - postponed 
This was slow to fill places and in the end I postponed the afternoon session in order to fill the 
morning session. I am not sure if this is because there was so much going on in Woodbridge over the 
bank holiday, if the venue isn’t the most easy to get to, if publicity wasn’t sufficient, or whether 
‘bats’ are not as appealing to people? I suspect a bit of each.  
 
We had 9 adults and 12 children attend and they worked very hard building 12 bat boxes.  
Engagement levels were good but the lack of facilities was a problem and several had to leave a little 
early. 3 bat boxes were taken by someone from the Peterhouse Crescent area as they have bats and 
the perfect trees. 3 bat boxes were taken by a lady who works at Grove Court Care Home as they 
have bats and lots of wildlife and are really keen for me to go in and give a talk on wildlife and bats. 
We have 6 left to put up in Fen Meadow (3 per tree). We looked at trees and decided that the best 
trees to site them on would be the tall pine trees that are along the edge of the road between the 
old and new cemetery – these are actually in the new cemetery, which we are aware isn’t WTC land. 
Would we be able to approach them and ask if they would allow the bat boxes to be put up there 
and whether they would have anyone with a tall ladder licence that could put them up for us? We 
have 3 kits left that I would propose we give to a local school – possibly Woodbridge Prep as they are 
close to Fen Meadow and have lots of trees that would suit them but we can discuss this. 
 
While Fen Meadow is wonderful to work in for wildlife, I am not convinced we reach as many people 
as we do in Elmhurst Park or Kingston Fields and I would recommend we concentrate in these two 
parks in the future, should you wish to run any more events. 
 
Overall, I feel really positive about these events and the learning that has been undertaken by local 
families. We have a lot of nature champions in Woodbridge and I think it is great that these sessions 
are able to nurture them and also introduce new families to wildlife, the work going on in 



Woodbridge and the work of SWT as well – a win/win. 
 
Thank you again for this wonderful opportunity. If you would like to discuss this report further, 
please do not hesitate to call me on 07834589543. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Charlie Zakss 
 
Charlie Zakss 
Wild Learning Officer 
 
All pictures below taken by Charlie Zakss, all permissions given by parents for use in social media etc.  



 



 
 
 
 
 



Item 9 
To consider the potential of installing rainwater collection devices on the Council’s 
estate. 
 
The below report has been provided to Officers regarding the potential installation of 
rainwater collection devices on the Council’s estate: 
 

Rain harvesting  
 
AIMS 
To store water to supply newly planted trees & hedges. 
To collect rain that would otherwise run off and quickly reach the estuary 
 
Watering newly planted trees: 
 These will need 2x 10 litres per tree per week, during the growing season, ie April to 
October (25 weeks) 

20 litres x 25 weeks = 500 litres.  One IBC will water 2 trees for a year. 
In practice, it will water nearly double that, as rain is reasonably evenly spread over 

the year so occasionally manual watering will be unnecessary. 
 

Intermediate bulk containers (IBC) 
1000 litre (one cubic metre) translucent plastic liquid storage tank, supported by a metal 
frame.  There is usually an eight inch threaded cap on the top and a three inch threaded 
opening on the side at the bottom which will take a tap.  Cost approximately £40 to £60, plus 
delivery. 
The IBCs would need careful  plumbing to connect them to the downpipes from the gutters, 
and to allow ready filling of buckets for irrigation, or for connection to hosepipes. 

 
Roof for collection of water: 
 East Anglian annual rainfall = 700mm 
 On the ground, 1mm rain = 1 litre water so annual rainfall will give 700 litres per 
square metre. 
 Each 1000 litre IBC could be filled by about 2 sq m of roof, allowing for wastage.   
 A 3m square building would have enough roof to collect enough water to fill four 
IBCs. 
 
Shelter/building 
 It may be necessary to fence in the IBCs to minimise vandalism. 
 Flooring should be gravel, held in place by a horizontal “frame” of brick or concrete. 
 Water is best stored in the dark to prevent algal growth ie surround each block of 
tanks with weatherboarding or similar 
 If a roof is going to be built to collect rain, it would make sense to use it for other 
purposes eg for shade in hot weather. 
 
Siting of water collection 
 It would be useful if the rain collection roof was up-slope but close to any new 
planting to allow watering by hose 
 



Examples of water storage and of roofed areas: 
 
(found by a very rapid search on the internet, just to give an idea of possibilities) 

  

  

 
https://architizer.com/blog/inspiration/collections/rainwater-collection/ 
https://www.thepondguy.com/learning-center/how-to-create-a-rain-collection-system/ 
https://morningchores.com/rainwater-harvesting/ (love number 20!) 
 
Members are asked to discuss the potential of installing rainwater collection devices 
on the Council’s estate. 

https://architizer.com/blog/inspiration/collections/rainwater-collection/
https://www.thepondguy.com/learning-center/how-to-create-a-rain-collection-system/
https://morningchores.com/rainwater-harvesting/


Item 10 
To consider the Committee’s involved at the Ambient Music festival. 
 
The minutes from this Committee’s previous meeting state at minute number 138: 
 
A non-Council member invited the Committee to have a stall at the Rights of the River 
Deben event on September 24th 2022. The Town Clerk was asked to agenda an item 
for the September meeting to consider the Committee’s involvement. 
 

 
 
Members are asked to consider the Committees involvement at the Ambient Music 
Festival.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Item 11 
To consider project funding requests for the 2023/24 budget. 
 
Prior to the cancellation of the Finance Committee meeting due to a lack of quorum, 
this Committee were due to consider a mechanism for Committees to submit their 
spending proposals for consideration during the budgeting process in line with section 
3.1 of the Council’s Financial Regulations: 
 
formulate and submit proposals for the following financial year to the Finance 
Committee not later than the end of October each year including any proposals for 
revising the forecast. A suggested template for forecasting will be provided to the 
relevant committees. 

A template has been suggested but not yet agreed, therefore in the meantime 
members are asked to discuss any projects they wish Officers to investigate for 
potential inclusion in the CEE Committee funding request.  
 
 
Item 12 
To consider an event or activity to be showcased at the Great Big Green Week.  
 
The following communication was received from the Greenprint Forum asking for 
suggestions of events and activities which can be showcased at the Great Big Green 
Week: 
 
Dear member of the Greenprint Forum 
  
Hope this finds you well 
  
Great Big Green Week 24 September – 2 October 
  
Abigail Blake (copied in) is the Climate Emergency Communications and Engagement Officer 
for the Suffolk Climate Change Partnership, and is on the lookout for items relating to 
community environmental action to promote during the Climate Coalition’s campaign the 
‘Great Big Green Week’ from 24th September – 2nd October, including opportunities to be 
included in coverage on the website Green Suffolk and our channels of social media. 
  
If you would like to suggest an event or activity happening in your community that week 
that you would to have the opportunity to showcase in this way please let Abigail know (and 
please copy me in too!) 
 
Members are asked to consider an event or activity to be showcased at the Great Big 
Green Week.  
 
 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fgreatbiggreenweek.com%2f&c=E,1,IRgmSWlFDfRKuENEQTzPdrp4IhkhUS-pzQbLpMhW1OhBrGfbf6z9F3F47r5zIpIMwtudMuP2sKyDvxAsCxqwFt2JdM3R5CF0KvP3ojTB0Yow2CBforkHe2T2dbU,&typo=1


Item 14 
To consider the ‘Right to Grow’ campaign. 
 
The Town Clerk and Chair received a request from non-Council member Watson 
asking for the Committee to consider the ‘Right to Grow’ campaign detailed in the 
following article.  
 
https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2022/may/02/community-groups-call-for-
right-to-grow-food-in-uks-unloved-public-spaces?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other  
 
Members are asked to consider the ‘Right to Grow’ campaign 

https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2022/may/02/community-groups-call-for-right-to-grow-food-in-uks-unloved-public-spaces?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other
https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2022/may/02/community-groups-call-for-right-to-grow-food-in-uks-unloved-public-spaces?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other

