
 
Woodbridge Town Council 

Shire Hall   Market Hill   Woodbridge   Suffolk   IP12 4LP 
Town Clerk:  Mr G E Diaper 

Tel:  01394 383599 
Email:  townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk  

 
 
           

To members of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee 
  
    Cllr Adelson  Cllr Blois  Cllr Gillard  
 Cllr O’Nolan  Cllr Sanders  Cllr Wilks 

    
       Non-Councillors 

 
Rob Berry    Jane Healey      
Jan Pulsford  Isla Richardson    
Jonathan Valentine  Pam Watson   
   

You are hereby summoned to attend the meeting of the Climate and Ecological 
Emergency Committee to be held at the Shire Hall on Tuesday 6th December 2022 at 
5.30pm 
 

                                                                                                                                 
     Greg Diaper 
     Town Clerk  
    1st December 2022 

 
Public Attendance 
Members of the public and press are welcome to attend.  The public will be invited to 
give their views/question the Town Council on issues on the agenda, or raise issues for 
consideration of inclusion at future meetings.  This item will be limited to 30 minutes 
duration. 

Agenda 
 

 
1. Apologies 

 
2.. To receive Declarations of Interest 

Members and officers are invited to make any declarations of Disclosable 
Pecuniary or Local Non-Pecuniary Interests that they may have in relation to 
items on the Agenda and are also reminded to make any declarations at any 

mailto:townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk


stage during the meeting if it becomes apparent that this may be required when 
a particular item or issue is considered. 
 

3. To consider requests for Dispensations 
Councillors with a Pecuniary Interest in an item on this Agenda, who wish to 
remain, speak, and/or vote during consideration of that item, may apply for a 
dispensation in writing to the Town Clerk prior to the meeting.  Applications may 
also be considered at the meeting itself should the nature of the interest become 
apparent to a Councillor at the time of the meeting. 
 

4. Public Question Time 
For the public to ask questions of the Council or raise issues for consideration at 
a future meeting of the Council. Thirty minutes maximum.  

 
 5. To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held 1st November 2022 
 
6. To receive an update from the Working Parties of the Committee. 

 
7. To discuss content for chair's next submission to local free papers. 

 
8. To discuss the Woodbridge bike hire project. 

 
9. To consider a donation to the Suffolk Wildlife Trust.  
 
10. To consider how this Committee can be involved with Earth Day 2023.  
 
11. Closure 
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Woodbridge Town Council 
 
Minutes of a meeting of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee held on Tuesday 1st 
November 2022 at 5pm, at the Shire Hall 
 
Councillors:    
 
Present:  D Adelson, E O’Nolan and M Wilks. 
 
Non-Council  
Members: Jane Healey, Isla Richardson and Jan Pulsford.  
 
Apologies   
for Absence:   C Blois, P Gillard, R Sanders and Jonathan Valentine.  
                
In Attendance: Town Clerk and three members of the public  
 
423. Apologies for absence 

 
Apologies for absence had been received from Councillors Blois, Gillard and Sanders and Non-
Council Member Valentine.  
 

424. To receive declarations of interest 
 
No Members had any Disclosable Pecuniary or Local Non-Pecuniary Interests in relation to 
items on the agenda. 
 

425. To consider requests for dispensations 
 
There were no requests from Councillors with a Pecuniary Interest in an item on this agenda 
for a dispensation. 
 

426. Public Question Time 
 
There were no members of the public present when this item was considered.  
 

427. To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held 11th October 2022 
 
It was noted that the name of the Non-Council member to resign from the Committee should 
have read ‘Zach Steventon-Barnes’. With this correction the Committee agreed and approved 
the signing of the minutes of the meeting held 11th  October 2022 as a true record. 
 

428. To receive an update from the Working Parties of the Committee. 
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The Committee received verbal updates from its Working Parties (Idling, Cycle Strategy, Trees 
and Re-wilding, eBike/ Modal Shift  and Water Harvesting), and asked the Town Clerk to action 
the following: 
 
- To ask permission to invite Non-Council members to the upcoming ‘Love Woodbridge and 

Melton’ meeting.  
- To add an item to the December agenda to consider a donation to Suffolk Wildlife Trust.  
- To request that the Amenities Committee consider including within a potential new 

Grounds Maintenance Contract the re-wilding (non-cutting) of the field margins of 
Kingston Field and Fen Meadow.  

 
It was also agreed to disband the Idling working party.  
 

429. 

 

 

To discuss content for chair's next submission to local free papers. 
 
The Committee considered the Chair’s proposed submission and suggested a number of 
changes.  
 

430. 

 

 

To discuss the Woodbridge bike hire project. 
 
The Committee considered the two proposals and agreed to ask the Town Clerk to organise a 
meeting with Eezy-bike. It was agreed that following this meeting the Town Clerk and Chair 
are authorised to submit a funding request for this project as part of the 2023/24 budget 
proposals.  
 

431. 

 

 

To consider project funding requests for the 2023/24 budget. 
 
No further items were added to the request list.  

 
432. Closure 

 
The meeting was closed at 6.07pm. 

                 
                                                 Councillor Wilks 

Chair 



Item 6 
To receive an update from the Working Parties of the Committee. 
 
The current Working Parties of this Committee are understood to be: 
 
Cycle Strategy 
Trees and Re-wilding 
eBike/ Modal Shift  
Water Harvesting 
 
 
 
 
 
Item 7 
To discuss content for chair's next submission to local free papers. 
 
Members are asked to submit/ suggest content for inclusion in the Chair’s next 
submission to local free papers.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Item 8 
To discuss the Woodbridge bike hire project. 
 
The Finance Committee considered this Committee’s request for funding of £8000 
when looking at draft 2 of the 2023/24 budget and agreed in principle that funding be 
provided for this project.  
 
Following the latest e-meeting with Eezy-bike, Members are asked to further discuss 
the e-bike hire project.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Item 9 
To consider a donation to the Suffolk Wildlife Trust.  
 
Members will be aware that Suffolk Wildlife Trust are seeking donations in order to pay 
back a loan taken to facilitate the purchase and creation of a new wildlife habitat, 
‘Martlesham Wilds’. The email sent to Officers is provided below, and the fundraising 
information overleaf.  
 
I’d be really grateful if you could forward this to your team.  I have some pretty cool news, 
which you may or may not have heard about on the grape vine. I am so excited as I have been 
offered the opportunity to work on this beautiful new nature reserve and hence, I am reaching 
out to neighbours, to let them know what we are up to and explore opportunities!  So here we 
go…… 
 
We are writing to introduce you to Suffolk’s new nature reserve. We are delighted to say, that 
a significant area of farmland, riverside marshes and saltings, locally to yourselves, has been 
bought by Suffolk Wildlife Trust to be managed for wildlife, as a nature reserve, which we 
will call Martlesham Wilds.  
 
Suffolk Wildlife Trust is the county’s nature charity, and we have a network of 50 nature 
reserves safeguarding some of Suffolk’s most precious wildlife and wild places. As 
Martlesham Wilds is so close to you, we wanted you to hear the news first, from us, and give 
you the opportunity to meet us, ask questions about our plans, and find out more.  
  
Our nature reserves are fragments of the wilder landscape Suffolk once had and so, alongside 
protecting places that are already special, we also want to bring nature back where it has been 
lost. This is our ambition for Martlesham Wilds. The combination of internationally 
important habitat alongside the Deben and the chance to allow nature to reclaim the arable 
fields is what makes this such an exciting prospect for us - and for nature.   
  
Wilds is an old Suffolk term for a rougher, wildlife-rich landscape. It echoes our vision for 
the new nature reserve. The patchwork of hedge-lined fields that roll gently down to the river 
will gradually ‘wild’ into an intricate mosaic of natural habitats, with thickets of thorny scrub, 
maintained by grazing. The emergence of this new pastoral landscape will be thrilling to 
watch.  
 
An organic farm for over 30 years, the land is already home to a wonderful array of plants, 
animals and invertebrates. Nature is poised to return and the new habitats will be seeded by 
the fabulous network of mature hedges, ancient oaks and grass margins which frame the 
fields. 
 
We had to act quickly to secure the land and thanks to a substantial legacy gift from Pam and 
George Ford we were able to do so. The purchase was completed with a loan of £1million, 
which we now need to pay back within a year, and we will be seeking help from the Suffolk 
community to achieve this fundraising target. 
I have enclosed a map of the site of the new reserve, our appeal booklet (which we will be 
posting to your local houses soon), and a poster advertising our campaign, for you to share as 
you wish. You can also find out more here Please help us create Martlesham Wilds | Suffolk 
Wildlife Trust  
 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.suffolkwildlifetrust.org%2fmartlesham-wilds&c=E,1,QTCtgE8B_NOMysDLRhVpwxnTxIrlLIu3cG8N7SuYI0f8Lia4uGposXnXfSA77OgYnoHdqYAhrbG5ivsJKRNQiZEEy76KMCoNxYVlpb39&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.suffolkwildlifetrust.org%2fmartlesham-wilds&c=E,1,QTCtgE8B_NOMysDLRhVpwxnTxIrlLIu3cG8N7SuYI0f8Lia4uGposXnXfSA77OgYnoHdqYAhrbG5ivsJKRNQiZEEy76KMCoNxYVlpb39&typo=1


We are very excited about the opportunity to protect this beautiful piece of Suffolk and give 
nature more space to thrive, and look forward to getting to know you.  
 
Kind regards 
 
Charlie 
 
 
Charlie Zakss (She/her) 
Wild Learning Officer 
 
Members are asked to consider a donation to the Suffolk Wildlife Trust.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 











Under our stewardship the patchwork 
of hedge-lined fields that roll gently 
down to the river will gradually ‘wild’ 
into an intricate mosaic of natural 
habitats, maintained by grazing. The 
emergence of this new pastoral 
landscape will be thrilling to watch.  

Space for nature to thrive  
As thickets of hawthorn, blackthorn, 
gorse and wild rose establish on the 
dry sandy soils, they will support 
growing flocks of linnets and 
yellowhammers. Dartford warblers will 
move in and in time we hope turtle 
dove and nightingale will return. Small 
mammals will thrive in the dense 
undergrowth and insects will abound.

Grass snakes, slow worms and 
common lizards will expand into the 
new areas of habitat and barn owls 
will become a regular sight at dusk. 
This ‘wilded’ land will become part of 
a connected landscape of ancient 
woodland, scrub, grassland and 
saltings, linked by the river Deben. 

£1 million to raise  
We had to act quickly to secure the 
land. Thanks to a substantial legacy 
gift from Pam and George Ford we 
were able to do so. 

Their generosity put the acquisition 
within our reach and we completed 
the purchase with a loan. This 
loan is the £1 million for the 
land purchase we now need 
your help to raise.

Nature is poised to return. The 
new habitats will be seeded 
by the fabulous network of 

mature hedges, ancient oaks 
and grass margins which 

frame the fields.

This is a rare chance to create a new nature reserve. Protecting this 
beautiful place and giving nature more space to thrive will bring back 
the abundance of wildlife that is missing from our countryside. 
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Please help us raise £1 million

Pam and George Ford would be thrilled by 
the astonishing opportunity for nature their 
legacy gift has made possible.



	
	

	
 
	

	 	

GRASS SNAKETUFTED VETCH YELLOWHAMMER

A landscape for nature  
As the estuary of the river Deben ebbs 
and flows with each tide, the waders 
and wildfowl move between the 
mudflats, grazing marsh, arable fields 
and grassy margins. 

With swathes of wildness alongside 
the internationally important estuary 
habitats, Martlesham Wilds will be at 
the heart of an expansive 
interconnected landscape for wildlife. 

A landscape for people  
Along with the existing circular walks, 
the reserve will be on the route of the 
new England Coast Path, linking the 
whole of the Suffolk coast and 
beyond, allowing visitors to soak up 
all this wilder landscape will offer.  

Take a look:   
l	Watch our film at: 			 
	 suffolkwildlifetrust.org/		
	 martlesham-wilds

l	Go for a walk:  
	 Park by Martlesham Church,  
	 IP12 4PQ  
	 Please follow the footpaths – farming 
	 will continue until autumn 2023.
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Item 10 
To consider how this Committee can be involved with Earth Day 2023.  
 
Earth Day 2023 is scheduled for Saturday 22nd April, and a request has been made by 
Members to include an item on this agenda to discuss how this Committee can involved 
with this worldwide event.  
 
The 2023 version of Earth Day will be the 50th anniversary of the event and has the 
theme of 'Restore our Earth'. 
 
https://www.earthday.org/  
 
Members are asked to consider how this Committee can be involved with Earth Day 
2023.  

https://www.earthday.org/



