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WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL 

Shire Hall   Market Hill   Woodbridge   Suffolk   IP12 4LP 

Locum Town Clerk:  Mr G E Diaper 

Email:  townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk  

 

TO MEMBERS OF THE EMERGENCY RESPONSE GROUP COMMITTEE  

  

    Cllr Bale  Cllr Jewers  Cllr Sanders 

    Cllr Gillard  Cllr Miller  Cllr Walsh 

Cllr Holdcroft  Cllr O’Nolan     Cllr Wilks 

         

You are hereby summoned to attend the EXTRAORDINDARY MEETING of the EMERGENCY 

RESPONSE GROUP COMMITTEE to be held virtually on: MONDAY 2ND NOVEMBER 2020 at 6PM 

 

 
Greg Diaper 

Locum Town Clerk  

26th October 2020 

 
Public Attendance 

Members of the public and press are welcome to join the Zoom meeting.  Members of the public 

will be invited to give their views/questions the Town Council on issues on the agenda, or raise 

issues for consideration or inclusion at future meetings.  This item will be limited to 30 minutes 

duration but may be extended at the discretion of the Mayor. 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84973888598?pwd=TkpsbnYraTdCbldoVGVMbjVrQWg2UT09 

 

Meeting ID: 849 7388 8598 

Passcode: 816025 

 

 
AGENDA 

 
1. APOLOGIES 

To receive apologies for absence 
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2. TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Members and officers are invited to make any declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Local 

Non-Pecuniary Interests that they may have in relation to items on the Agenda and are also 

reminded to make any declarations at any stage during the meeting if it becomes apparent 

that this may be required when a particular item or issue is considered. 

 

3. TO CONSIDER REQUEST FOR DISPENSATIONS 

Councillors with a Pecuniary Interest in an item on this Agenda, who wish to remain, speak 

and/or vote during consideration of that item, may apply for a dispensation in writing to the 

Town Clerk prior to the meeting.  Applications may also be considered at the meeting itself 

should the nature of the interest become apparent to a Councillor at the time of the 

meeting.  

 
4. CONFIRMATION OF EMERGENCY RESPONSE GROUP COMMITTEE MINUTES 

To confirm the minutes of the Emergency Response Group Committee held on 19th October 

2020  – Copies in the Members’ area and the public area of the website. 

 

5. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

For the public to ask questions of the Council or raise issues for consideration at a future 

meeting of the Council.  15 minutes maximum. 

 

6. TO AGREE TO PROVIDE FREE SCHOOL MEAL VOUCHERS DURING HALF-TERM AND HOLIDAY 

PERIODS TO ENTITLED CHILDREN ATTENDING PRIMARY SCHOOL IN WOODBRIDGE - 

ATTACHED 

 
7. CLOSURE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  167  
 

WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of an on-line meeting of the EMERGENCY RESPONSE GROUP COMMITTEE held on 

 MONDAY  19TH OCTOBER 2020 at 6pm  
 
Councillors:    
 
Present:  S Bale, P Gillard, G Holdcroft, E O’Nolan, R Sanders and C Walsh   
 
Apologies:  S Miller and M Wilks 
 
Absent without 
Apologies:  J Jewers  
                
In Attendance: Locum Town Clerk and Locum Deputy Town Clerk 
 
  Action 

485. 

 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 
Apologies for absence had been received from Councillors Miller and Wilks. 
 

 

486. TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

No Members declared any interest in matters on the agenda. 
 

 

487. TO CONSIDER REQUEST FOR DISPENSATIONS 

There were no requests from Councillors for a dispensation. 
 

 

488. TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 21ST SEPTEMBER 

2020 

 
The Committee received and approved the signing of the minutes of the meeting 
held 21st September 2020 as a true record. 
 

 

489. PUBLIC QUESTIONS 

There were no members of the public present. 
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490. TO RECEIVE REPORTS ON THE ACTIVITIES OF FOLLOWING WORKING PARTIES AND 

AGREE ANY NECESSARY ACTION: - 

a. FOOD GROUP 

Councillor Walsh reported that there were still five food parcels 
being distributed by the Committee each week.  Councillor Gillard 
agreed to investigate the use of the Co-op for low value deliveries to 
one individual. 

b. PRESCRIPTIONS GROUP 

It was reported that following the decision of the Council not to 
continue with deliveries, Watertons had employed a number of 
drivers to deliver Monday to Friday in Woodbridge, Martlesham and 
Kesgrave.  It was reported that queues of residents queueing for 
prescriptions had been Boots. 

c. IT GROUP 

There were no matters to report. 
d. OUTREACH GROUP 

There were no matters to report. 
e. COMMUNICATIONS GROUP 

There were no matters to report. 
f. HYGIENE GROUP 

There were no matters to report. 
 

 

491. TO NOTE ANY CHANGES IN NATIONAL AND LOCAL ADVICE REGARDING THE 

EMERGENCY AND CONSIDER AND AGREE CHANGES TO THIS COMMITTEE’S 

STRATEGY ARISING FROM THOSE CHANGES  

 
The Committee noted the national changes to a three-tier system of COVID19 
infection reporting and containment and that Suffolk was currently in the medium 
(lowest) tier. 
 

 

492. TO NOTE, AGREE TO SUPPORT AND DELIVER AS APPROPRIATE MEASURES 

DESIGNED TO ENABLE SOCIAL DISTANCING TO BE OBSERVED IN WOODBRIDGE 

TOWN CENTRE AND OTHER AREAS 

 
The Committee agreed to purchase a new stock of paint and repaint the 2m 
distancing signs in the Thoroughfare.  The Committee noted the increase in 
unlawful parking in the Thoroughfare outside of the closed period. 
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493. CLOSURE 

 
The meeting was closed at 6.28pm. 
 

 

 
 

Councillor O’Nolan 
Chair 
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ITEM 6 

TO AGREE TO PROVIDE FREE SCHOOL MEAL VOUCHERS DURING HALF-TERM AND HOLIDAY 

PERIODS TO ENTITLED CHILDREN ATTENDING PRIMARY SCHOOL IN WOODBRIDGE 

 

It is already apparent that the impact of COVID19 has been to reduce the income and earning 

capacity of many households in Woodbridge, so much so that East Suffolk Council are warning 

Town and Parish Councils of a significant (5.75%) reduction in the number of properties paying 

full Council Tax in 2021/22. 

 

During the summer school holidays the Government funded free school meals for all children 

entitled to receive them, but have subsequently refused to do so.  There are over 110 primary 

age children entitled to free school meals attending Woodbridge Primary Schools, and the 

weekly cost of a free school meal voucher is £15.00. 

 

As a matter of urgency, the Clerk and Chair of the Committee, together with the Mayor, agreed 

to provide £1,000 of funding to Kyson Primary School, in anticipation of this Committee’s 

agreement.  Should this Committee not agree then the £1,000 would be raised independently 

by public subscription. The two other Primary Schools have been contacted with a view to 

offering them similar support. 

 

The secondary schools have a catchment area greater than Woodbridge and it was not possible 

for half-term to separately identify the Woodbridge pupils who are eligible, but we should be 

able to do so by Christmas. 

 

The question of future funding of this provision must be considered, as the financial impact of 

COVID19 on our residents may linger.  As a Council we can launch a separate appeal for funds 

for this explicit purpose, with a proviso that any over-subscription of funds can be used for 

similar charitable purposes. 

 

Members are recommended to agree to: - 

 

a) Confirm the grant of £1,000 to Kyson Primary School for school meal vouchers this half-

term 

b) To extend that grant offer to the other two Primary Schools at the same rate (£15 per 

eligible pupil) 

c) To extend the offer to the Secondary Schools for Woodbridge pupils 

d) To establish a fund for public subscriptions for future free school meal vouchers at 

Christmas and 2021 

e) To agree to match-fund the money raised by public subscription 

f) To agree to use any over-subscriptions to alleviate hardship amongst our residents as 

agreed by the Council. 


