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WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of a meeting of the FINANCE AND STAFFING COMMITTEE held in the Shire Hall, 
Market Hill, Woodbridge, on TUESDAY 18 DECEMBER 2018 at 7.00p.m. 

 
Councillors: 
 
Present: S Attwell, Lady C Blois, M Dale, P Gillard, V Harrup, D Mortimer, P Mulcahy, C 

Perkins and M Sylvester  
 
Apologies: K Yule  
 
In Attendance: Town Clerk, Deputy Town Clerk, S Rawlings, E O’Nolan and 10 members of 

the public.  
 
The Chairman cautioned Councillors that the meeting was being recorded by Woodbridge Town 
Council.  
 
366. MEMBERS AND OFFICERS WERE INVITED TO MAKE ANY DECLARATIONS OF 

DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY OR LOCAL NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS THAT THEY 
MAY HAVE IN RELATION TO ITEMS ON THE AGENDA AND WERE ALSO 
REMINDED TO MAKE ANY DECLARATIONS AT ANY STAGE DURING THE 
MEETING IF IT BECOMES APPARENT THAT THIS MAY BE REQUIRED WHEN A 
PARTICULAR ITEM OR ISSUE IS CONSIDERED, AND TO DEAL WITH 
DISPENSATIONS AS REQUESTED BY INDIVIDUAL COUNCILLORS IN LINE WITH 
S33 OF THE LOCALISM ACT 2011 

 
There were none. 
 
A Councillor queried if a Declaration should be made if another councillor was married to 
a person who had made a formal complaint about the Council and it was to be discussed 
at the meeting.  The Town Clerk replied that they should and following this clarification no 
such declaration was made. 

 
367. COUNCILLORS WITH A PECUNIARY INTEREST IN AN ITEM ON THIS AGENDA, 

WHO WISH TO REMAIN, SPEAK AND/OR VOTE DURING CONSIDERATION OF 
THAT ITEM, MAY APPLY FOR A DISPENSATION BY WRITING TO THE TOWN 
CLERK PRIOR TO THE MEETING. APPLICATIONS MAY ALSO BE CONSIDERED AT 
THE MEETING ITSELF SHOULD THE NATURE OF THE INTEREST BECOME 
APPARENT TO A COUNCILLOR AT THE TIME OF THE MEETING.  

 
There were none. 

 
368. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

 
A member of the public queried why the report ‘external audit’ had a heading ‘our 
position’.  It was explained this was a report from the Town Clerk to Councillors.   
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It was agreed to change the wording to ‘Clerk’s report on the above’ 
 
369. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 20 NOVEMBER 2018 
 

Councillor Harrup asked for a change to be made to Minute 330 to read: 
 
Councillors Gillard, Harrup and Yule reminded Councillors and the Town Clerk that the 
claimant had withdrawn five of the six objection in a letter to PKF Littlejohn in September, 
with a copy to the Town Clerk.  There was therefore only one extant objection concerning 
signage to the estate. 
 
It was resolved that the Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 30 October 2018 be 
confirmed and signed as a true record. 

 
370. MATTERS ARISING 
 

There were no other matters arising. 
 
371. WHISSTOCKS GENERAL MATTERS 

 
The Town Clerk said that since the last meeting the floodgate had had to be closed on 
two occasions for extremely high tides.  She said they would close again at the end of 
that week. 
 
The Town Clerk went on to report that Woodbridge Riverside Trust had not as yet signed 
the Licence for Access. 
 

372. EMERGENCY VEHICLE ACCESS SIGNAGE AT TIDE WILL WAY 
 
It was agreed that the signage for the access should say ‘no parking at any time, 
emergency access only’. 
 

 
It was recommended to Town Council that ‘no parking at any time, emergency access 
only’ be painted on the access to Whisstocks Place from Tide Mill Way. 
 

 
373. PAVILION CAFE, KINGSTON FIELD 

 
The Town Clerk reported that the tenant of Kingston Pavilion Cafe had informed her he 
had closed.  As there was no break clause in the lease she had contacted the Council’s 
solicitors for advice and a letter had been sent to the tenant saying that the Council did 
not accept vacation of the premises as a surrender of the lease. 
 
The letter had also asked him to pay outstanding invoices and said that he remained 
liable for all sums that fall due until the end of the lease, 21 August 2019. 
 

 
It was recommended to Town Council that the Council instigate foreclosure actions 
against the tenant. 
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It was also agreed that the Town Clerk prepare a statement of account for the premises 
and that action to tender for a new tenant be carried out through the Amenities 
Committee. 
 

374. TO CONSIDER DRAFT FOUR OF THE BUDGET 2019/2020 
 
This was agreed. 
 

 
It is recommended to Town Council that draft four of the Budget 2019/2020 be accepted 
and a precept of £312,100 be requested from SCDC. 
 

 
375. TO CONSIDER AND DISCUSS OBJECTION TO EXTERNAL AUDIT 

 
The Chairman spoke to two reports laying out the background of the objection.  He said 
that attached to the agenda were a series of Committee and Council Minutes that trace 
claimants remaining objection and wished to remind councillors that the Council was 
taking legal action against a third party in connection with an aspect of the objection. 
 
The Chairman said it was intended to invite the claimant (Councillor Page) to the Shire 
Hall to meet with the Town and Deputy Town Clerks to review her objection.  The 
Chairman added it was not the case that the Town Council had been unwilling to meet the 
claimant, who could have contacted officers at any time to discuss her concerns. 

 
The Chairman confirmed that Councillor Page, as the most senior elected member in 
Woodbridge, could have made an appointment to meet with the Town Clerk.  It had not 
needed the Town Council to propose one.  Councillor Page raised her objection directly 
with PKF Littlejohn leaving the Council to reply to the Auditors.  Thus far the Auditors 
have indicated their costs in this matter stood at approximately £1,500. 
 
Councillor Harrup raised an objection to the report ‘External Audit’ saying that he felt the 
term ‘demands’ was too severe for what Councillor Page was asking.   
 
Councillor Page has raised the following requirements attached to her withdrawal of the 
final objection, as follows: 
 

WTC should submit a restated Annual Governance Statement, seek from SALC an 
update Annual Internal Audit Report and explain exactly how and where WTC’s 
own financial regulations were not followed saying that on due deliberation they 
need to qualify their audit and declaring publicly that they have now put in place 
appropriate measures. 
 
If the Town Council commits to do this and if WTC then pursue the signage 
questions to a proper conclusion – so as to ensure the people they represent are 
not out of pocket (at present the cost seems to represent a loss of over £1 per 
voter) – it would seem a just, fair and uncostly solution, and I would no longer wish 
to pursue the matter at this stage. 

 
It was agreed that the Town Clerk write to Councillor Page and invite her to attend a 
meeting to discuss her objections. 
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Outcomes of that meeting to be reported to the next Finance and Staffing meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Councillor Sylvester 
Chairman 


