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WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of a meeting of the FINANCE AND STAFFING COMMITTEE held in the 
Shire Hall, Market Hill, Woodbridge, on TUESDAY 22 JANUARY 2019 at 7.00p.m. 

 
Councillors: 
 
Present: S Attwell, M Dale, P Gillard, V Harrup, D Mortimer, P Mulcahy, C 

Perkins, M Sylvester K Yule 
 
Apologies: Lady C Blois  
 
In Attendance: Town Clerk, Deputy Town Clerk, S Bale, V Falconer, G Holdcroft, S 

Rawlings, and 3 members of the public.  
 
The Chairman cautioned Councillors that the meeting was being recorded by 
Woodbridge Town Council. 
 
399.  MEMBERS AND OFFICERS WERE INVITED TO MAKE ANY 

DECLARARTIONS OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY OR LOCAL NON-
PECUNIARY INTERESTS THAT THEY MAY HAVE IN RELATION TO 
ITEMS ON THE AGENDA AND WERE ALSO REMINDED TO MAKE ANY 
DECLARATIONS AT ANY STAGE DURING THE MEETING IF IT BECAME 
APPARENT THAT THIS MAY BE REQUIRED WHEN A PARTICULAR 
ITEM OR ISSUE IS CONSIDERED, AND TO DEAL WITH DISPENSATIONS 
AS REQUESTED BY INDIVIDUAL COUNCILLORS IN LINE WITH S33 OF 
THE LOCALISM ACT 2011 
 
Cllr Perkins declared a local non-pecuniary interest as she is a volunteer 
with the Woodbridge Riverside Trust. 
 
There were no other declarations. 
 
The Town Clerk spoke on a point of order.  She reminded Cllr Gillard that 
she had emailed him before a previous meeting with advice she had been 
given by SALC.  He had also spoken with SALC to confirm that they had 
given this advice.  The advice stated: 
 
If a councillor’s spouse has submitted a complaint and the Council or a 
committee is discussing it, then the councillor patently has a ‘private interest’ 
in the matter.  As set out in the Seven Principles of Public Life (Nolan 
Committee) and included in the pre-amble to the Suffolk Code, the councillor 
should declare it and take steps to preserve the public interest.  As a 
minimum you would expect this to include not voting and possibly not taking 
part.  Conscientious councillors would probably voluntarily leave the room to 
ensure the Council is not subsequently subject to challenge through 
allegations of bias and/or predetermination. 
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The Chairman asked Cllr Gillard if wanted to declare an interest as husband 
of the objector to the external audit; he replied no. 
 

400. COUNCILLORS WITH A PECUNIARY INTEREST IN AN ITEM ON THIS    
AGENDA, WHO WISH TO REMAIN, SPEAK AND/OR VOTE DURING 
CONSIDERATION OF THAT ITEM, MAY APPLY FOR A DISPENSATION 
BY WRITING TO THE TOWN CLERK PRIOR TO THE MEETING.  
APPLICATIONS MAY ALSO BE CONSIDERED AT THE MEETING ITSELF 
SHOULD THE NATURE OF THE INTEREST BECOME APPARENT TO A 
COUNCILLOR AT THE TIME OF THE MEETING 
 
There were none. 
 

401.   PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 
A member of the public asked when the transcript of the meeting with Cllr 
Page, the objector to the external audit, held on 14 January 2019, had been 
made available.  The Town Clerk replied that it had been uploaded to the 
website the previous day. The member of the public and Cllr Gillard wanted 
to know why it had taken so long.  The Town Clerk replied that it had taken 
that long to transcribe it. 
 
Cllr Gillard asked if Cllr Page had agreed the transcript.  The Town Clerk 
replied she had not, it was a transcript of the meeting made for councillors. 
The Chairman reminded councillors that Cllr Page had made her own 
recording.  The Town Clerk was asked to upload the recording to the website 
to allow councillors and the public to hear the recording. 
 

402.  CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 18  
            DECEMBER 2018 
 

Cllr Harrup asked for a change to be made to Minute 369 which was a 
change to Minute 330 of the meeting of 20 November 2018 to read: 
 
Councillors Gillard, Harrup and Yule reminded councillors and the Town 
Clerk that the claimant had withdrawn five of the six objections in a letter to 
PKF Littlejohn in September, with a copy to the Town Clerk.  There was 
therefore only one extant objection concerning signage to the estate. 
 
It was resolved that the Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday, 20 
November be confirmed and signed as a true record as amended above. 
 
A councillor noted that in item 372 the title should read Tide Mill Way. 
 
It was resolved that the Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday, 18 
December 2018 be confirmed as a true record as amended above. 
 

403.  MATTERS ARISING 
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Cllr Gillard asked if the second report referred to in item 375 could be 
uploaded to SharePoint. The Town Clerk undertook to do so.  
 

404.   WHISSTOCKS GENERAL MATTERS 
 
The Town Clerk reported that the floodgate had had to be closed for a tidal 
surge during the reporting period.  She said that the tide had come about a 
foot up the floodgate which had held with only minor ‘seepage’. 
 

405.   TO APPROVE THE CREATION OF TWO NEW EAR-MARKED 
RESERVES PERTAINING TO THE WHISSTOCKS DEVELOPMENT 
 
The Town Clerk explained that within the composition of the service charges 
made to occupants of the Whisstocks Development are charges of £1,000 to 
a flood defence reserve and £500 to a POS reserve.  This money is then 
apportioned to occupants. 
 
The money for these two charges were being paid into General Reserves 
not into Ear-Marked Reserves for that specific purpose.  The Town Clerk 
asked that approval be given to create these reserves. 
 
A councillor suggested that the charges for these should be reviewed while 
general discussions on the annual Council budget are progressed. 
 

 
It is recommended to Town Council that two new ear-marked reserves are 
created for Flood Defences and POS Defences and that the level of charge 
be reviewed annually during the budget setting process.   
 

 
406. TO REVIEW THE TOWN COUNCIL’S POSITION IN RESPECT OF THE  
           OBJECTIONTO THE EXTERNAL AUDIT FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR  
           2017/2018 

 
The Chairman said that basis for discussion was to ‘review’ the situation with 
regards to the objection to the external audit.  This would then be passed to 
the full Town Council at its next meeting on 12 February 2019. 
 
The Town Clerk explained the documents that had been uploaded to the 
Members’ area of the website.  These were: Section 1 of the Annual 
Governance Statement, a report on the external audit, the Governance and 
Accountability for Smaller Authorities March 2017 and a document referred to 
therein, the Accounts and Audit Regulations Part 2, of 2015, an email 
message giving SALCs view and the transcript of the meeting with the 
objector, Cllr Page, on 14 January 2019. 
 
It was pointed out to councillors that it is the Governance and Accountability 
for Smaller Authorities March 2017 that gives the basis for make the 
declarations to the assertions contained in Section 1 of the AGAR, not the 
financial regulations. 
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There was considerable discussion around what Cllr Page’s outstanding 
objections were.  The Town Clerk stated that she had asked Cllr Page at the 
meeting of 14 January if she still wanted the Town Council to restate the 
AGAR; she had replied that she did.  She had said that was all that she was 
looking for. 
 
As it was unclear which of the nine assertions in Section 1 of the AGAR Cllr 
Page wanted restating, the Town Clerk was asked to write to Cllr Page to 
ascertain exactly which of these assertions she wanted restating. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Councillor Sylvester 
Chairman 


