
 

                                                                                                                              

Woodbridge Thoroughfare and Adjoining Roads: a more comprehensive traffic plan 
 
The existing but as yet unimplemented plan should achieve considerable improvement in 
the Thoroughfare, essentially a pedestrian area but with an unavoidable need for vehicle 
access for traders and residents.  Although a permit scheme is currently in force, it 
appears to be widely disregarded,  and there is a risk that this may continue even with the 
improved signage and stricter limits planned.  The following suggestions are intended to 
achieve an additional overall improvement in the central Woodbridge environment, without 
physical alterations to infrastructure other than signage. 
 
(1)  Quay Street to be one-way uphill,  continuing as at present into currently one-way 
 Church St. 
 
(2)  Thoroughfare:  one-way system to be reversed,  entry to be from The Cross (the   
junction of  Thoroughfare/Quay St/Cumberland St/Church St). 
 
(3) The Cross:  entry to be allowed from Quay St into both the reversed-direction  

Thoroughfare for permitted vehicles only, and Cumberland St. (the latter not currently 
permitted). 

 
(4) Cumberland St:  to be one-way westbound, entry from The Cross, exit at junction with 

Station Road, just short of  short of Ipswich Road, as at present. 
 
Advantages are seen as follows: 
 
-   (1)  One-way Quay St would carry all traffic for Thoroughfare and Cumberland St;  

desirability of better (wider) pavements on Quay St, currently a dangerous problem on 
this, the main pedestrian access to the town from the station and car parks.  No 
requirement for traffic down Quay St, none would be emerging from Thoroughfare as 
now, nor from Cumberland St. 

 
-   (2)  Use of reversed Thoroughfare would be restricted as under the current but 

unimplemented plan, with no reason for the restrictions to be disregarded at any time.  
With access allowed only from Quay St at The Cross,  Thoroughfare would not be 
available as at present (illegally, outside permitted hours, and undesirably at any time) as 
a through route from Melton Rd direction to Quay or Church Streets. 

 
 -  (3)  No reason for Cumberland St to be used  by vehicles, except those requiring             
access to premises in the street, and any originating in Quay St and needing to get to 
Station or Ipswich Roads:  hence a reduction in traffic and environmental improvement in 
the almost entirely residential  Cumberland St.            
    
-  (4)  Probable reduction in traffic, and hence environmental improvement, at the 
unsatisfactory traffic lights at the Melton Hill/Limekiln Quay Rd/Thoroughfare/St John St 
junction: no delays as at present caused by vehicles awaiting access to Thoroughfare. 
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