WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL
Shire Hall Market Hill Woodbridge Suffolk P12 4LP
Locum Town Clerk: Mr G E Diaper
Tel: 01394 383599
Email: townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk

TO MEMBERS OF THE HIGHWAYS COMMITTEE

Clir Bale Clir Jewers
Clir Lady Blois Cllr Sylvester
Clir Gillard

You are hereby summoned to attend the MEETING of the HIGHWAYS COMMITTEE to be
held virtually on: TUESDAY 26™ JANUARY 2020 at 5.00PM

éﬂyj;;/‘}( —

Greg Diaper
Locum Town Clerk
20t November 2020

Public Attendance

Members of the public and press are welcome to join the Zoom meeting. Members of the
public will be invited to give their views/questions the Town Council on issues on the
agenda, or raise issues for consideration or inclusion at future meetings. This item will be
limited to 30 minutes duration but may be extended at the discretion of the Mayor. The
Zoom login details are provided below;

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84536231187 ?pwd=UG1ib3VNVWo1ZVk2UmIrTEZaMU9NZz
09

Meeting ID: 845 3623 1187
Passcode: 173766

1. APOLOGIES
To receive apologies for absence.

2. TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Members and officers are invited to make any declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary
or Local Non-Pecuniary Interests that they may have in relation to items on the
Agenda and are also reminded to make any declarations at any stage during the
meeting if it becomes apparent that this may be required when a particular item or
issue is considered.
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84536231187?pwd=UG1ib3VNVWo1ZVk2UmlrTEZaMU9NZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84536231187?pwd=UG1ib3VNVWo1ZVk2UmlrTEZaMU9NZz09

10.

11.

12.

TO CONSIDER REQUEST FOR DISPENSATIONS

Councillors with a Pecuniary Interest in an item on this Agenda, who wish to remain,
speak and/or vote during consideration of that item, may apply for a dispensation
in writing to the Town Clerk prior to the meeting. Applications may also be
considered at the meeting itself should the nature of the interest become apparent
to a Councillor at the time of the meeting.

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
15 minutes maximum.

TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 24" NOVEMBER
2020

TO DISCUSS THE PROPOSAL FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR PAGE TO INSTALL STREET
FURNITURE ON THE THOROUGFARE

TO DISCUSS THE PARKING ISSUES AT BROOMHEATH

TO DISCUSS THE REQUEST FROM THE CLIMATE AND ECOLOGICAL EMERGENCY
COMMITTEE REGARDING A CYCLE PATH ON HASKETON ROAD

TO DISCUSS THE REQUEST FROM THE CLIMATE AND ECOLOGICAL EMERGENCY
COMMITTEE REGARDING WIDENING PAVEMENTS IN CHURCH STREET AND QUAY
STREET

TO DISCUSS THE REQUEST FROM THE CLIMATE AND ECOLOGICAL EMERGENCY
COMMITTEE TO IDENTIFY POTENTIAL LOCATIONS FROM SPEEDWATCH SIGNS IN
WOODBRIDGE

TO CONSIDER ITEMS TO BE INCLUDED ON THE JOINT HIGHWAYS MEETING AGENDA

CLOSURE



WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of an on-line meeting of the HIGHWAYS COMMITTEE held on TUESDAY 24t NOVEMBER

2020 at 5pm

Councillors:

Present: S Bale, Lady C Blois and P Gillard

Absent without J Jewers and M Sylvester

Apologies:

In Attendance: Locum Town Clerk and Councillor Sanders

617. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

No apologies for absence had been received.

618. TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

No Members declared any interest in matters on the agenda.

619. TO CONSIDER REQUEST FOR DISPENSATIONS

There were no requests from Councillors for a dispensation.

620. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

No members of the public spoke during this item.

Councillor Sanders spoke about the problem of vehicles entering Wilderness Lane
without understanding the width restrictions and knowledge of it being a dead
end. This item will be added to the Joint Highways agenda.

621. TORECEIVE AND APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 29th SEPTEMBER

2020

The Committee received and approved the signing of the minutes of the meeting
held 29t September as a true record.

202

Action



622.

623.

624.

625.

TO DISCUSS AND AGREE WHETHER THE COMMITTEE SHOULD FUND THE RE-
PAINTING OF THE WHITE LINE ON CASTLE STREET

The Committee agreed to fund the re-painting of the white line on Castle Street,
at a cost of £150, from its budget.

TO CONSIDER A LIST OF PRIORITY AREAS/ ROADS FOR INCLUSION IN A 20MPH
ZONE SCHEME

17:13 — Councillor Blois left the meeting. The Chair stopped the meeting as the
Committee was not quorate.

17:15 — Councillor Blois re-joined the meeting, which was resumed.
The Committee agreed a number of priority roads but asked that the Locum Town

Clerk keep a separate list until a final decision is made on the town wide 20mph
scheme.

TO DISCUSS THE REQUEST FROM THE CLIMATE EMERGENCY COMMITTEE ON
HOW TO ENCOURAGE WALKING, CYCLING AND SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT

The Committee listed the following as ways to encourage walking, cycling and
sustainable transport in Woodbridge;

- The introduction of the 20mph scheme will make the roads significantly safer
for cyclists and should be heavily publicised should it happen.

- Recreational walking and cycling in the town should be encouraged through
the installation of clear sighage — for example, direct walkers and wheelchair
users arrived the train station or car park to access the Thoroughfare via Brook
Street.

- Encourage local businesses to inform staff of ‘Bike to Work” schemes.

- Publicise the current four-hour pedestrianisation of the Thoroughfare.

- Continue to inform SCC Highways of potholes/ poor road surfaces to make
road safer for cyclists.

TO CONSIDER ITEMS TO BE INCLUDED ON THE JOINT HIGHWAYS MEETING
AGENDA

The committee agreed the following items be added to the Joint Highways agenda
for discussion at the meeting scheduled for December 2.

- Thoroughfare — Request ‘Cyclists please dismount’ sighage as part of the four-

hour closure.
- StJohn’s Hill j/w Sun Lane — Request for stop lines to be repainted.
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626. CLOSURE

The meeting was closed at 18.03pm.

Councillor Gillard
Chair
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ITEM 6
TO DISCUSS THE PROPOSAL FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR PAGE TO INSTALL STREET
FURNITURE ON THE THOROUGFARE

At the Joint Highways Committee meeting of December 2" County Councillor Page
suggested that street furniture could be installed on Thoroughfare as a means of
preventing vehicles parking on the pavement (and to also provide seating on our main
shopping street!).

Any benches will need to be appropriately placed and will require the permission of Suffolk
County Council Highways.

It was agreed the Country Councillor Page, Councillor Gillard and the Locum Town Clerk
would investigate suitable sites, which has not been possible due to lockdown.

Members are asked to decide how to respond to County Councillor Page’s suggestion of
installing street furniture on the Thoroughfare.



ITEM 7
TO DISCUSS THE PARKING ISSUES AT BROOMHEATH

The car park at Broomheath has proved a popular location for parking during the
pandemic, with an increase in vehicular activity obvious to regular users — free parking
within walking distance of the River Deben and Martlesham Creek are an obvious draw.

During a recent site visit it was noted that railway sleepers (photo 1) had been placed on
the grass verge of the island (the overgrown area between the entrance and exit of the car
park), as a means of preventing half on/ half off informal parking. Investigations (see below
email exchange) discovered these were installed by residents as it was felt vehicles parking
in this area were obstructing emergency vehicles.

Photograph 2 shows the verge to the north of the exit of the car park has also been used
for parking, whilst photo 3 shows that residents have moved logs and branches from
Broomheath in an effort to stop informal parking south of the entrance.

Photographs 4 and 5 show the damage/ erosion to the car park, whereby due to vehicular
activity and trampling it is now possible to drive a vehicle directly on the heath.

Prior to the pandemic parking in this area was contained within the usual parking area in
front of the concrete bollards. The increase in parking has had a detrimental effect on the
area and members may wish to consider controlling/ limiting parking by installing wooden
posts both within the car park (to block access to the heath), and on the three sections of
roadside verge.

Members are recommended to agree to ask officers to seek costs for installing wooden
posts in order to control parking on Broomheath.



From: |

Sent: 13 December 2020 13:21
To: Deputy Town Clerk <deputytownclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk>
Subject: Re: Broomheath landscape

Dear Greg,

| was just wondering whether there had been any conclusion about the fencing on Broomheath? Just
curious. The protection for shoots seems to be lasting OK, with continued growth.

| also wanted to flag up that a problem is developing with parking on the verge along the island for
the carpark — the issue is that cars are obstructing the road for emergency vehicles. | have recently
been taken to Ipswich in an ambulance and so it occurred to me that this could be an issue. Parking
on the verge otherwise is | guess a matter for owners and elsewhere there is not such a narrow gap.

Best wishes

From: Deputy Town Clerk <deputytownclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk>
Date: Monday, 14 December 2020 at 10:04

ro: [

Subject: RE: Broomheath landscape

Dear Jo,

Sadly there has been a delay with the fence installation but | will chase today; it’s getting a bit silly!
Glad to hear there is continued growth.

I’'m sorry to hear about your recent hospital trip; I'll drive up to the heath this week and take a look
at the parking situation.

Best

Greg

From: Deputy Town Clerk <deputytownclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk>
Date: Tuesday, 12 January 2021 at 15:28

ro:

Subject: RE: Broomheath landscape

Dear .,

In regards to your email about parking it was noticeable that a number of railways sleepers have
been placed on the verge along the island. Are you aware who has installed these sleepers as we
would like to discuss the matter with them further.
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Best

Greg

From: |

Sent: 12 January 2021 15:50
To: Deputy Town Clerk <deputytownclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk>
Subject: Re: Broomheath landscape

Dear Greg,

Thanks for the message. The fencing looks very effective. | have some broom plants to put in the
fenced areas and/or elsewhere but want to put them in gradually to see if damage from muntjac
occurs.

The sleepers came from our neighbours opposite who like myself and others were concerned about
blocking of the roadway by parked cars. We laid them out at a time when parking was getting more

and more problematic. | am happy to discuss further and can relay to the neighbours.

Best wishes

From: Deputy Town Clerk <deputytownclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk>
Date: Tuesday, 12 January 2021 at 16:34

Subject: RE: Broomheath landscape

Hi )

There is access to the two ‘squares’ via a lift gate, but | plan to attend in the next day or two to lock
it up to avoid people getting in. If you need access to plant in the future let me know and we can
arrange an agreeable time to meet.

In regards to the sleepers we are happy for them to remain and we can understand your concern,
but we need to secure them in place (they were not secured last week), and attach no parking labels
and reflective stickers. Do you think it would be useful to have a similar arrangement on the verge
further along, which is also heavily parked?

Best

Greg

From: |

Sent: 12 January 2021 17:46
To: Deputy Town Clerk <deputytownclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk>
Subject: Re: Broomheath landscape
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Thanks Greg,

The ‘sleepers’ are only softwood (surprisingly easy to lift) and will probably rot fairly quickly. They
were intended as a short term solution while people had time to share views. The ground there is
also partly hardcore so bedding in did not look easy. Nevertheless, if there is a way to secure them
we would be very pleased.

Everything is in flux at present, with the parking problem having eased in the face of threats of fines
for day trippers! But there is going to be a problem in the long run with the increase in local
population. It seems likely that people from a few miles away have identified Broomheath as a free
parking site for walking on the river frontage. Clearly the original parking bays were intended for
heath users and much larger numbers of cars make rather a nonsense of the ‘wilderness’ intended
when the heath was donated to the town.

There seems to be a general consensus amongst users of the area and residents that it would be
good to stop parking getting more and more invasive on the verges and heathland without spoiling
the informal look of the site with too many fences or signs (I think fences are against the bye-laws). |
cannot speak for others about just how restrictive things should be. | would personally like to see
cars limited to the original bays but | make use of similar rural cul de sac sites for walking from time
to time and appreciate that it is unreasonable just to shift problems on to somebody else. | think
everyone is looking for a happy compromise. | realise that the council needs to stick to practices
dictated by responsibilities and the need to make things unambiguous.

Downhill of the heath car park is private road and it says so and so far we have not had anyone
parking except perhaps on some very busy summer days. The verge just ‘uphill’ of the car park is
being heavily used, however. | presume this is mostly private verge belonging to the houses at least
up to the border of the heath. | guess it is up to them to protect it if they wish. | think you are
referring to the piece of verge which is alongside the public heath but just before the car park
entrances. | think it would be good to deal with that in similar fashion to the area with sleepers,
although the specific problem of emergency service obstruction related to the sleeper area, which is
narrowed, and that is why we had only tackled that part before there being any formal agreement.

In short | think some more formal discouragement all along the public heath as far as the dip where
the private road starts would be popular with residents and the traditional heath users. | have
confidence in your discretion.

Best wishes

PS: I can hop over the fences around the gorse seedlings so no problem there.

From: Deputy Town Clerk <deputytownclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk>
Date: Wednesday, 13 January 2021 at 09:45

Subject: RE: Broomheath landscape
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Good Morning .,

Thank you very much for your summary of the current parking situation; we’ll leave the sleepers for
now and I'll get out Highways Committee to consider it at their next meeting.

Would the installation of bollards such as those shown below, which we recently had installed on
our land at Fitzgerald Green, be agreeable?

Best

Greg

From: |

Sent: 13 January 2021 09:51
To: Deputy Town Clerk <deputytownclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk>
Subject: Re: Broomheath landscape

They look ideal.



’

1 - Sleepers




2 - Verge — Parking still taking place in this area, damage as shown.




3 - Verge (with logs branches from Broomheath to stop parking)

PRIVATE ROAD §

No parking
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4 - Car park entrance — Logs used to stop parking; access to heath now possible with a small vehicle.




5 - Car park entrance — Additional photo of damage/ erosion at this location.
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ITEM 8
TO DISCUSS THE REQUEST FROM THE CLIMATE EMERGENCY COMMITTEE REGARDING A
CYCLE PATH ON HASKETON ROAD

The Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee have requested that this committee
consider the potential of a cycle path on Hasketon Road.

Members are asked to give their thoughts on a cycle path on Hasketon Road.

ITEM 9
TO DISCUSS THE REQUEST FROM THE CLIMATE AND ECOLOGICAL EMERGENCY
COMMITTEE REGARDING WIDENING PAVEMENTS IN CHURCH STREET AND QUAY STREET

The Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee have requested that this committee
consider the potential of widening the pavements in Church Street and Quay Street.

Members are asked to give their thoughts on widening the pavements in Church Street
and Quay Street.

ITEM 10

TO DISCUSS THE REQUEST FROM THE CLIMATE AND ECOLOGICAL EMERGENCY
COMMITTEE TO IDENTIFY POTENTIAL LOCATIONS FROM SPEEDWATCH SIGNS IN
WOODBRIDGE

The Climate and Ecological Emergency Committee have requested that this committee
identify potential locations for speed watch signs in Woodbridge, noting there is such a

sign on lpswich Road. Melton Parish Council have also installed a sign on Melton Hill.

Members are asked to give their thoughts on potential locations for a speedwatch sign.



