
WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL 
Shire Hall   Market Hill   Woodbridge   Suffolk   IP12 4LP 

Locum Town Clerk:  Mr G E Diaper 
Tel:  01394 383599 

Email:  townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk  

To Members of the Highways Committee 

Cllr Adelson Cllr Bale Cllr Blois 
Cllr Gillard Cllr Page Cllr Sylvester 

You are hereby summoned to attend the Meeting of the Highways Committee to be held 
virtually on: Tuesday 13th July 2021 at 5.00PM at St Mary’s Church 

Greg Diaper 
Locum Town Clerk 
7th July 2021 

Public Attendance 
Members of the public and press are welcome to join the meeting.  Members of the public 
will be invited to give their views/questions the Town Council on issues on the agenda or 
raise issues for consideration or inclusion at future meetings.  This item will be limited to 
15 minutes duration but may be extended at the discretion of the Mayor.  

1. To elect a Chair of Committee for the Civic Year 2021/22

2. To elect a Vice-chair of Committee for the Civic Year 2021/22

3. Apologies
To receive apologies for absence.

4. To receive declarations of interest
Members and officers are invited to make any declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary
or Local Non-Pecuniary Interests that they may have in relation to items on the
Agenda and are also reminded to make any declarations at any stage during the
meeting if it becomes apparent that this may be required when a particular item or
issue is considered.

5. To consider requests for dispensations
Councillors with a Pecuniary Interest in an item on this Agenda, who wish to remain,
speak and/or vote during consideration of that item, may apply for a dispensation
in writing to the Town Clerk prior to the meeting.  Applications may also be
considered at the meeting itself should the nature of the interest become apparent
to a Councillor at the time of the meeting.

mailto:townclerk@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk


6. Public question time 
15 minutes maximum. 
 

7. To receive and approve the minutes of the meeting held 23rd March 2021. 
 

8. To consider an email from a member of the public in regards to Westholme Close. 
 

9. To consider an email from a member of the public in regards to Moorfield Road. 
 

10. To consider an email from a member of the public in regards to Beaconsfield Road. 
 
11. To consider a request from the Countryside Charity to support rural bus services. 

 
12. To consider items to be included on the Joint Highways meeting agenda. 

 
13. Closure 
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WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL 

Minutes of an on-line meeting of the HIGHWAYS COMMITTEE held on TUESDAY 23rd MARCH 2021 
at 5pm  

Councillors: 

Present:  S Bale, Lady C Blois and P Gillard 

Absent 
without apologies: J Jewers and M Sylvester 

In Attendance: Locum Town Clerk and one member of the public. 

Action 

961. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

No apologies for absence had been received.

962. TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

No Members declared any interest in matters on the agenda.

963. TO CONSIDER REQUEST FOR DISPENSATIONS

There were no requests from Councillors for a dispensation.

964. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

A resident of the Market Hill spoke about the dangers of speeding traffic on Burkitt
Road, notably at times when parents are dropping off/ picking up children from
school.

Members advised that the road is included within the proposed 20mph scheme
for Woodbridge and that the Joint Highways Committee are looking at installing
speed indicator devices along this stretch of road in an attempt to calm traffic.

965. TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 26th JANUARY
2021

The Committee received and approved the signing of the minutes of the meeting
held 26th January 2021 as a true record.
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966. TO DISCUSS POTENTIAL NEW SITES FOR THE INSTALLATION OF GRIT BINS IN
WOODBRIDGE

Members noted the locations suggested by the public for grit bins in Woodbridge
and agreed that the Locum Town Clerk should visit these sites and report back to
the committee on their suitability.

The Locum Town Clerk will also seek to understand the difference in value given
for new bins on the Suffolk County Council website.

967. TO CONSIDER A REQUEST FROM A MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC TO REPAINT WHITE
LINES ON RUSSELL CLOSE

The Committee agreed to place the matter on the agenda of the Joint Highways
Meeting for consideration.

968. TO CONSIDER ITEMS TO BE INCLUDED ON THE JOINT HIGHWAYS MEETING
AGENDA

The Committee agreed to add the following items to the agenda for the Joint
Highways meeting;

- Russell Close – White line painting and verge encroachment.
- Beaconsfield Road/ St John’s Hill – Potholes/ carriageway condition.
- Naverne Meadows – Persistent issue of water on the road.
- Peterhouse Crescent – Damage to the green by passing vehicles.
- Grove Road (A12) – Verge encroachment on the cycle lane

969. CLOSURE

The meeting was closed at 5.48pm.

Councillor Gillard 
  Chair  



Item 8
To consider an email from a member of the public in regards to Westholme Close 

The following email was received by Officers on May 20th 2021; 

Dear Greg 

I understand you have spoken with my neighbour Pat Dunn today about the problems with 
inconsiderate parking taking place in Westholme Close, and you suggested I email you. 

Today most residents of the Close have not had bins emptied as the wagons could not get 
between cars parked on both sides of the road, one largely on the pavement also causing 
an obstruction to pedestrians.  I found it difficult to get through in a car, so was not 
surprised that the bin wagons couldn't get through.  Please find photos attached.  We get 
a lot of people parking cars in the Close when visiting the park, and further afield, seeking 
to avoid paying to park in The Avenue car park. 

On speaking with other neighbours who have lived here longer than myself, this isn't the 
first time this has happened. Our neighbour at number 19 said she was unable to drive out 
of the Close by parked cars obstructing the entrance on a previous occasion, causing 
problems for her daughter trying to get to a violin lesson. 

Certainly today it would have been extremely difficult if not impossible for a fire engine to 
get in, and possibly an ambulance. We have a lot of elderly residents and ambulances are 
required quite frequently, and fire engines have been needed twice since 2017 to my 
knowledge. 

Can we please request that consideration is given to painting double yellow lines on one 
side of the entrance to Westholme Close in order to alleviate the problem? 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Kind regards 
Maria Allen 
26 Westholme Close, 



Members are asked to discuss how they wish to proceed with this matter. 



Item 9
To consider an email from a member of the public in regards to Moorfield Road 

The following emails were received by Officers in mid May 2021; 

Dear Town Clerk 
I am writing with an ongoing problem of parking in Moorfield Rd. 
At school pick up the road is used by 3 schools to park, usually inconsiderately to the 
residents to pick up the children. 
Woodbridge School and St Mary's have designated 'safe ' carparks which they do not use. 
I live at the end of Moorfield Rd where the turning circle is used as a car park.  
Increasingly I cannot even get out of my driveway, I know i speak for my neighbours too. 
Would it be possible to have double yellow lines at least in the turning circle to make our 
lives easier. 
Also lines for no parking at 8-9 and 3-4 would be helpful. It is a narrow road to have people 
park on both sides. 
I have many photos to document this and have asked Suffolk Highways for advice, they 
directed me to you. 
I am hopeful there can be a solution. 
Heidi Norman 

Dear Greg 
I have been asked to send some photographs to illustrate the need for double yellow lines 
on Moorfield Rd at least for the turning circle. 

Parking restrictions for 8-9 and 3-4 would help encourage parents to park in the school car 
park instead. 



I do hope these help . 

I have many more. 

Many thanks for looking at them. They really impact on the residents of this road. 
Heidi Norman 

Members are asked to discuss how they wish to proceed with this matter. 



Item 10
To consider an email from a member of the public in regards to Beaconsfield Road 

Cllr Blois received the following email on June 21st 2021; 

Dear Lady Caroline Blois,  

I hope you are well. 

My name is Alice Stallard and I live at 5 Beaconsfield Road with my 3yr old daughter. 

Our home is on the corner of Beaconsfield Road and Victoria Road, a narrow road but busy 
with deliveries, through traffic and parking. Unfortunately there are no road markings on 
the corner opposite our home and people regularly park there, despite parking 
regulations. This causes quite a few problems for the local area. 

Recently a Suffolk County Council garbage truck reversed into the side of our home 
because of this parking problem. The driver realised too late it was too large for the street 
and was unable to turn the corner. He tried to free himself but was unable to because of 
a car parked on the corner and he reversed into the side of our house. It happened at 
7.30am and the noise was horrendous. The damage was surface but bricks are only so 
thick! What was most upsetting however was the impact this had on my young daughter 
and the on going impact these situations have on our family life. During the incident my 
daughter asked me more than once if our house was ok, if the wall was going to fall down 
and if we were safe. I managed her anxiety at the time and spoke to the garbage truck 
driver, however now whenever large vehicles or delivery trucks get stuck or go by too close 
due to irresponsible parking she asks if we are safe and if our house is safe. This can happen 
three or four times a day.  

Whilst large delivery trucks and vehicles getting stuck is not new and is an ongoing concern, 
especially when they become stuck at night, this incident was particularly harrowing. In 
light of this I contacted Suffolk County Council highway maintenance through there online 
reporting tool. An officer called Rick Bond responded the same day and came to view the 
area and discuss the issue. Understandably as there are no existing lines that are faded he 
was not in a position to offer a solution however he did forward my report directly to the 
Suffolk County Council highways department. I have pasted their response below, which 
will also clarify why I am writing to you regarding this mater. 

Good Afternoon, 

Thank you for contacting us regarding the road markings on the corner of Beaconsfield 
Road and Victoria Road reported under reference number 322714.   

We can now provide you with the following update: 

" We would advise that any new restrictions require a high level of local support which 
includes the Town Council and County Councilor. We would suggest in the first instance 



that the customer raises their concerns with the Town Council.  With our ever decreasing 
budgets we would not consider new parking restrictions in this location as one of our 
spending priorities.  Therefore we would expect a local funding source available to the town 
council to pay for the new restrictions." 

My concerns are the impact the lack of road markings opposite our home is having on the 
emotional health and well-being of my young daughter and our daily family life. It is just 
me and my daughter, and we do need to feel safe in our home. I also feel it would be of 
benefit to our neighbours and the wider community if this turning was made safe. 

I was speaking with Robin Sanders recently and I’m aware there is a town meeting coming 
up. I’m sorry that I’m not able to attend as it would have been a great opportunity to meet 
you and possibly organise a time convenient for you, when we could discuss this further.  

Looking forward to hearing from you, 
Kind regards, 
Alice Stallard 

On 22 Jun 2021, at 18:42, Councillor Gillard <councillorgillard@woodbridge-
suffolk.gov.uk> wrote: 

Dear Caroline, 

Thank you for passing on this mail from Ms Stallard and it certainly sounds a very upsetting 
incident. I will ensure that it is on the agenda for the next Highways meeting. 

(Greg, I assume this is currently an area where we have no parking prohibition, but would 
you be able to check on our canonical map of TROs for the town. Its the part opposite the 
corner of Beaconsfield Road and Victoria Road.) 

From: Deputy Town Clerk 
Sent: 24 June 2021 14:40 
To: Councillor Gillard <councillorgillard@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.uk> 
Subject: RE: Beaconsfield Road  

Hi Patrick, 

Suffolk County Council now have their restriction mapping online, see the link below and 
screenshot for the area in question.  

I’ll get this on the next Highways meeting. 

Best 

Greg 



https://www.suffolktraffweb.uk/main.html 

Members are asked to discuss how they wish to proceed with this matter. 

https://www.suffolktraffweb.uk/main.html


Item 11 
To consider a request from the Countryside Charity to support rural bus services. 

Cllr Wilks received the following email on July 2nd; 

From: CPRE Campaigns <Campaigns@cpre.org.uk> 
Date: Thu, 1 Jul 2021, 11:12 am 
Subject: Your pledge to support rural bus services 
To:  

Hi there, 

Thank you for pledging your support for CPRE’s campaign for a reliable bus service for 
every community.   

Rural bus services are vital for ensuring that our rural towns and villages can thrive. A 
reliable bus service for every community would provide a ticket out of loneliness and 
isolation, open up new opportunities for people growing up across the countryside, and 
boost local businesses, as well as keeping cars off the road and carbon out of the 
atmosphere.  

In just a few months more than 50,000 have taken action to support CPRE’s campaign and 
our groundbreaking ‘Every village, every hour’ report has shown how we can make the 
vision of a comprehensive bus network for rural England a reality.   

With the roll out of the government’s National Bus Strategy across the country we now 
have a unique opportunity to ensure that every community has a reliable bus service, and 
you can play an important part in achieving this change.  

If you are a councillor, as a signatory on our pledge we are asking you to take one or more 
of the following actions:  

1. Contact the key officers in your Local Transport Authority and make the case for an
‘every village, every hour’ approach in the local Bus Services Improvement Plan that every
LTA must now produce by October 31.

2. Share the ‘Every village, every hour’ report with colleagues at all levels in your party
and ask for their support in using it to influence your local Bus Service Improvement Plan.

3. Reach out to the CPRE group in your local area and let them know you are
supporting our campaign for a reliable bus service in every community. You can find your
local CPRE group here

4. Encourage members of your local community to sign our petition for a reliable bus
service for every community. You can find the petition here

https://www.cpre.org.uk/resources/every-village-every-hour-2021-buses-report-full-report/
https://www.cpre.org.uk/groups/suffolk/
https://takeaction.cpre.org.uk/page/74256/petition/1


If you are no longer a sitting councillor but still want to help, we would be very grateful if 
you could share our petition with your friends, family and local community.  

Thank you for your support. Together we can ensure that every community has the bus 
services it needs to thrive.  

Best wishes 

Chris  

Chris Hinchliff  
Transport Campaigner  
CPRE the countryside charity 

Members are asked to discuss if they wish to support this initiative. 


