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WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of a meeting of the PLANNING COMMITTEE held in the Shire Hall, Market Hill, 

Woodbridge, on TUESDAY 22nd NOVEMBER 2016 at 6.15p.m. 

 

Councillors: 

Present: S Attwell, Lady C Blois, V Falconer, D Mortimer, E O’Nolan, S Rawlings, J 

Sayles (Chair) and K Yule 

     

Apologies:  None 

 

Absent without 

Apologies: S Percival 

 

In Attendance: Councillors Holdcroft, Perkins and Dale (except items 351 – 355 (part)) and 14 

members of the public  

 

351. MEMBERS AND OFFICERS WERE INVITED TO MAKE ANY DECLARATIONS OF 

DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY OR LOCAL NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS THAT 

THEY MAY HAVE IN RELATION TO ITEMS ON THE AGENDA AND WERE ALSO 

REMINDED TO MAKE ANY DECLARATIONS AT ANY STAGE DURING THE 

MEETING IF IT BECAME APPARENT THAT THIS MAY BE REQUIRED WHEN A 

PARTICULAR ITEM OR ISSUE IS CONSIDERED AND TO DEAL WITH 

DISPENSATIONS AS ADVISED BY INDIVIDUAL COUNCILLORS IN LINE WITH 

SECTION 33 OF THE LOCALISM ACT 
 

Councillor Blois declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 355 as her grandchildren attend the 

Woodbridge School. 

 

Councillor Holdcroft declared an interest in item 355 as a member of the Suffolk Coastal District 

Council Planning Committee. 

 

352. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 1st NOVEMBER 2016 

 

IT WAS RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 1st November 2016 be confirmed 

and signed as a true copy. 

 

353. QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN 

 

None. 

 

354. TO COMMENT ON APPLICATIONS FOR PLANNING PERMISSION AS SET OUT ON 

THE ATTACHED SCHEDULE INCLUDING THOSE FOR THE ENSUING WEEK 

 

The Committee agreed the following comments in respect of the applications listed below: 

 

Application No. Details Committee Comments 

DC/16/4404/FUL 

and 

DC/16/4404/LBC – 

8 Bredfield Street  

Proposed single storey rear 

extension and alterations  

No objection but would like to 

see the surface water directed 

to the mains drainage and not a 

soakaway. 
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DC/16/4443/FUL – 

31 Ipswich Road  

Two storey side extension 

with roof terrace and external 

stair, changes and addition to 

fenestration, alterations to 

porch  

No objection 

DC/16/4463/LBC – 

Wren Cottage, 26 

Seckford Street  

Replacement with like for like 

copy of one box sash window 

in ground floor sitting room 

overlooking the street  

No objection 

DC/16/4454/TCA – 

Hill View Terrace, 

Mill Lane  

T1 Sycamore to rear of SE 

corner of garages – crown 

reduce/pollard to 3m. height. 

T2 Silver Birch to front of 

garages – crown reduce by 

up to 30%  

No objection 

C/16/4465/FUL – 89 

Castle Street  

Erection of new garage, 

erection of new 

summerhouse/cycle storage 

plus minor alterations to the 

existing property  

No objection but retain concerns 

regarding highway issues which 

may require an onsite inspection 

by SCC Highways 

DC/16/4480/TPO - 

Clock House, 42 

Cumberland Street  

T1 Beech by drive entrance – 

20% crown reduction  

No objection 

DC/16/4496/FUL – 

Trestle Trees, 21 

Sandy Lane  

Rear Extension, Front 

Pergola structure and glazed 

balustrade, external 

landscaping works  

No objection 

DC/16/4645/LBC – 

Garden Centre, 

Cumberland Street, 

Woodbridge  

Replacement windows to 

Listed Building Extension and 

replacement glass in link 

structure  

No objection 

DC/16/4665/FUL – 

10 Andersons Way, 

Woodbridge  

Demolition of existing single 

storey rear extension and 

detached garage and erection 

of a new 2 storey side & rear 

extension  

No objection 

DC/16/3836/VOC – 

Land South of 

Martinsyde, 

Beardmore Park, 

Martlesham Heath 

Variation of Condition 

Numbers 2 and 13 on 

application C/13/1215 – 

Erection of A1 retail use 

comprising 2,787 sqm of non-

food bulky goods/retail use in 

2 separate buildings together 

with an external trade area of 

57 – sqm and associated car 

parking, servicing and 

landscaping (Alternative 2) – 

Object as will draw further retail 

trade from Woodbridge Town 

Centre 
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New drawings and reports 

submitted  

DC/16/4651/FUL – 

31 Grove Road 

Enlarged porch to replace 

existing 2 velux windows in 

roof, erection of double 

garage in existing parking 

area. 

  

 

Deferred to next meeting of 

Planning Committee 

 

In respect of application no. DC/16/4008/FUL for external alteration and partial demolition 

of Queen's House to provide 6 residential units (Class C3). Demolition of single dwelling 

house and Groundsman's Hut and development of 26 residential units (Class C3), 

replacement Groundsman's Hut and associated highway, drainage and landscape works 

at Queens House, Woodbridge School, the Chair invited members of the public to speak. 

 

A member of the public indicated that the school grounds were protected from 

development by the policies in the Suffolk Coastal District Council Local Plan, and that 

there was no affordable housing provision, again contrary to planning policy.  And whilst 

the application may claim to be an enabling development there was no evidence of 

alternative sources of funding for the development having been explored. 

 

Another member of the public indicated that there was no benefit to the wider community 

from this development, as required to satisfy the criteria for an enabling development, and 

that the design was not in keeping with either the conservation area or neighbouring 

properties. 

 

The Committee considered the application and agreed to object on the following 

grounds:- 

a) The site is not within the Site Allocation and Area Specific Policies Document of the Local 

Development Framework, and any development on this site is thus contrary to the 

adopted and emerging Local Plan 

b) Whilst the applicant claims this is an enabling development to enable development of the 

Abbey site, there is no supporting evidence to demonstrate that this is the sole remaining 

option.  The National Planning Policy Framework states that “Local planning authorities 

should assess whether the benefits of a proposal for enabling development, which would 

otherwise conflict with planning policies but which would secure the future conservation of 

a heritage asset, outweigh the dis-benefits of departing from those policies. “  The Abbey 

site plan is for an expansion of facilities, not securing the future conservation of the 

existing buildings.  As such therefore the application is contrary to the NPPF.” 

c) The site is within the conservation area.  The playing field and surrounds contribute 

greatly to the character of the conservation area in that location.  The Suffolk Coastal 

District Local Plan Policy SP15 says “This strategy will extend to towns and villages 

where sites, gaps, gardens and spaces that make an important contribution to a particular 

location in their undeveloped form will be identified and protected where known; or more 

generally avoided where development in these locations would lead to coalescence. The 

location of such sites will be designated through the Site Allocations and Area Specific 
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Policies, Area Action Plan or Neighbourhood Development Plan Document. Until then 

those sites currently allocated under “saved” Policy AP28 in the Suffolk Coastal Local 

Plan (incorporating 1st and 2nd Alterations) will continue to be protected.”  The 

development, in part, of this site is therefore contrary to policies SP15, and “saved” policy 

AP28. 

d) The applicant is not providing, or making any financial contribution towards “affordable” 

housing.  This is contrary to Policy DM2, where “Whether in total or in phases, the District 

Council will expect 1 in 3 units to be affordable housing unless its provision is not required 

due to: 

(a) Lack of identified local need in the area;  
(b) Site conditions, suitability and economics of provision.” 
There is clearly a demonstrable need for affordable housing in Woodbridge, and whilst 
the applicant continues to claim this is an “enabling development” there is clearly no 
economic factors prohibiting the provision of affordable housing as part of the 
development. 

e) There is concern that the development will contribute significantly to existing traffic 

congestion in the area.  The traffic counts provided by the applicant appear to have been 

taken outside school start times and at a time of year when senior pupils may have been 

on study leave.  In addition there is insufficient onsite car parking to accommodate the 

proposed uses.   

 

The Committee then considered planning application no. DC/16/4009/FUL and 

DC/16/4010/LBC for a proposed new build Activity Hall; 7-aside all-weather pitch; tensile 

canopy; reconfiguration and resurfacing of car park, together with associated drainage, 

landscaping and highway works, including the widening of access from Cumberland 

Street. Refurbishment of existing Tile and Dewar Building to include facade improvements 

to the Dewar Building. Listed building consent for internal and external alterations to the 

existing 'Old Building' to include; refurbishment of the existing music wing as a nursery, 

internal refurbishment to include glazed screen and removal of modern internal walls, 

fascade improvements to the music wing, tensile canopy for early years play, small 

astroturf; and new wrought iron rail to terrace at The Abbey School, 27 Church Street.  

The Committee expressed concerns over the vehicular access from Cumberland Street 

which required revisiting to ensure the safety of pedestrians, but agreed not to object to 

the application. 

 

355. CONSIDERATION OF SUFFOLKC COASTAL DISCTRICT COUNCIL SITE 

ALLOCATION AND AREA SPECIFIC POLICIES DEVELOPMENT PLAN DOCUMENT 

 

The Council considered the document and had no comments to make. 

 

356. ANY OTHER MATTERS OF REPORT AT THE DISCRETION OF THE CHAIRMAN 

 

None. 

 

The meeting was closed at 7.30pm  

 

 

 

  Councillor Sayles 

Chairman     


