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WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the TOWN COUNCIL held in the Shire Hall, Market Hill, 

Woodbridge, on TUESDAY 8th SEPTEMBER 2015 at 7.00p.m. 
 

 

Councillors:  

 

Present: S Attwell, Lady C Blois, M Dale, V Falconer, P Gillard, V Harrup, G Holdcroft, D 

Mortimer, C Perkins, S Rawlings, J Sayles and K Yule    

 

Apologies: P Mulcahy, E O’Nolan, S Percival and M Sylvester 

 

In Attendance:      Town Clerk and Mrs D Tonkin and 9 members of the public  

 

 

135. MEMBERS AND OFFICERS WERE INVITED TO MAKE ANY DECLARATIONS OF 

DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY OR LOCAL NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS THAT THEY 

MAY HAVE IN RELATION TO ITEMS ON THE AGENDA AND WERE ALSO 

REMINDED TO MAKE ANY DECLARATIONS AT ANY STAGE DURING THE 

MEETING IF IT BECOMES APPARENT THAT THIS MAY BE REQUIRED WHEN A 

PARTICULAR ITEM OR ISSUE IS CONSIDERED, AND TO DEAL WITH 

DISPENSATIONS AS REQUESTED BY INDIVIDUAL COUNCILLORS IN LINE WITH 

S33 OF THE LOCALISM ACT 2011 
 

Councillor Holdcroft declared a non-pecuniary interest wherever it may appear as a cabinet 

member of resources and Chairman of the Accommodation Project.   

 

136. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 14th JULY AND 21ST 

JULY 2015, INCLUDING CONFIDENTIAL MINUTE NO. 108 
 

The report of the Town Council meeting of 14th July 2015 was submitted by the Chairman. 

 

There being no discussions IT WAS RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Town Council Meeting 

of 14th July 2015 be confirmed as a true record. 

 

The report of the Town Council Grants Meeting of 21st July 2015 was submitted by the Chairman. 

 

There being no discussions IT WAS RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Town Council Meeting 

of 21st July 2015, including the confidential minute, be confirmed as a true record. 

 

137. MATTERS ARISING  
 

None 

 

138. THE DRUMMER BOY STATUE 
 

At this stage, due to members of the public being present, the Mayor changed the agenda to add the 

item; The Drummer Boy Statue, in order that members of the public could speak on the subject.  

The Town Clerk stated that in her professional opinion this was against the Town Council Standing 

Orders as it was not a properly agendered item and stated that any decisions on this could not be 

made during the meeting. 
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Linda Seagus stated that the Woodbridge Society were donating £500 to keep the statue of the 

drummer boy in Woodbridge.   

 

Roger Seagus commented on the article in the East Anglian Daily Times regarding the statue and 

the letters and comments on the article stating that they want the statue to remain in Woodbridge.  

He feels the Town supports the statue being erected in Woodbridge and that originally the statue 

was given to the town of Woodbridge and that it should be in a prominent position.  He felt that the 

family who donated the statue wanted it in Woodbridge originally.   

 

Michael Rowland commented that the family (The Countess of Albemarle) donated the statue to 

the town of Woodbridge and that the drummer boy statue belongs to Woodbridge. 

 

The Town Mayor stated that a decision cannot be made tonight. 

 

Councillor Holdcroft gave a statement in his role as a member of the cabinet of resources at Suffolk 

Coastal District Council but would withdraw from any debate and any further recommendations 

and said it is within the curtilage of Suffolk Coastal District Council land and the notes from a 

Suffolk Coastal District Council meeting on 30th March states that the statue needs to be relocated 

before the site is cleared.   

 

Councillor Holdcroft had looked at the official records to find evidence of who owns the drummer 

boy statue but nothing can be found.  Suffolk Coastal District Council think that they are the 

custodian of the statue.   

 

Councillor Yule stated that she was in favour of keeping it in Woodbridge and felt that Suffolk 

Coastal District Council have assumed that they can take it to their new premises and that this is not 

what the people of Woodbridge want. 

 

Councillor Holdcroft had hoped to deal with the issue before it appeared in the press.  Councillor 

Falconer asked whether the statue was named on Suffolk Coastal District Council’s asset register.  

Councillor Holdcroft confirmed that it could not be found on the asset register. 

 

Councillor Sayles stated that ownership of the statue needs to be established, but was only one 

consideration. 

 

Linda Seagus stated that many people of the Town wish for the statue to stay in the Town and that a 

trading estate is not the place for it to be. 

 

Councillor Sayles thanked members of the public for attending this evening. 

 

Councillor Blois proposed that a letter is written to the successor of the family to ask their opinion 

on the matter.  Councillor Yule seconded the proposal.  It was therefore AGREED that the Town 

Clerk would write to the family. 

 

Councillor Sayles believed the new policy of Suffolk Coastal District Council was to discourage 

people from visiting the offices and use the library as the point of access to services and therefore 

the statue should not be situated in a position where the members of the public do not visit. 

 

139. TOWN MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

The Town Mayor’s report and announcements had been circulated previous to the meeting.   
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140. DEPUTY TOWN MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

The Deputy Mayor had not attended any official engagements since the last Town Council meeting. 

 

141. CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS FROM SAFER NEIGHBOURHOOD TEAM, COUNTY 

AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
 

a) Safer Neighbourhood Team – The report had already been circulated on webhop.  Councillor 

Yule met with the PCSO and confirmed that the next SNT meeting is in October.  There were 

no outstanding issues and the car racing around Woodbridge seems to have stopped.  

Councillor Yule confirmed that the Police are patrolling Broomheath regularly due to the 

fires that have been started there.  She also confirmed that the new police station is open, 

however there is limited parking.  Police are looking into a speed count on Ipswich Road and 

Station Road. 

 

b) County Councillor Caroline Page report had already been circulated on webhop she answered 

Councillors questions.  She confirmed that the Suffolk schools are now improving.  

Councillor Yule commented that bus companies should display their new timetables in order 

that people waiting for buses know what time the bus is expected.  Councillor Page confirmed 

that the bus companies are looking at smart phones to give real time information.   

 

c) Councillor Holdcroft had prepared a joint report for all three of the District Councillors which 

had already been circulated on webhop.  Councillor Yule felt that communication is not 

working, customer service desks have been put in the library and she felt this is not the place 

for it to be.  She asked why things were being found out via the East Anglian Daily Times.  

Councillor Holdcroft felt that the nature of people using the library has changed.  Councillor 

Holdcroft felt that the devolution proposal was ensuring that decisions would be made at the 

right level, he felt that it will be a tough 18 months or so but hopefully then things would 

settle down.  Councillor Page was concerned that transport was only mentioned in passing 

and that everyone should be more aware of the issues with transport.   

 

142. PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING OF 28th JULY 2015 

 

The report of the Planning Committee Meeting on 28th July 2015 was presented by the Chairman. 

 

There being no discussion IT WAS RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Planning Committee 

Meeting held on 28th July 2015 be confirmed as a true record. 

             

143. AMENTIES COMMITTEE MEETING OF 28TH JULY 2015 

 

The report of the Amenities Committee meeting on 28th July 2015 was presented by the Chairman. 

 

There being no discussion IT WAS RESOLVED that the minutes of the Amenities Committee 

meeting held on 28th July 2015 be confirmed as a true record.  

  

144. PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING OF 11th AUGUST 2015 
 

The report of the Planning Committee Meeting on 11th August 2015 was presented by the 

Chairman. 

 

There being no discussion IT WAS RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Planning Committee 

Meeting held on 11th August 2015 be confirmed as a true record. 
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145. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT FOR AUGUST  AND SEPTEMBER 2015 INCLUDING 

HSBC.NET LIST AND CORPORATE CREDIT CARD REPORT 

 

It was AGREED that Councillor Harrup should check the accounts the following day before they 

are approved. 

 

IT WAS RESOLVED that the Statement of Accounts submitted for payment for August 2015 in 

the sum of £5,830.71 

 

IT WAS RESOLVED that the Statement of Accounts submitted for payment for September 2015 

in the sum of £10,895.91. 

 

IT WAS APPROVED that the Statement of the Council’s Credit Card submitted for payment for 

August and September 2015 in the sum of £492.15. 

 

IT WAS APPROVED that the Grants payment for 2015 in the sum of £11,572.32. 

 

146. CONSIDERATION OF EMAIL FROM SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCIL RE 

JUST 42 AND THE WOODBRIDGE YOUTH CENTRE 

 

Councillor Sayles stated that Caroline Rutherford of Just42 should be written to for the third time 

requesting a meeting.  Councillor Yule felt that there was no conflict between Just42 and Deben 

View and that there had been no complaints.  She felt that Just42 should be registered as a 

community asset.  Councillor Sayles felt that the issue should go to the Neighbourhood Plan team.  

Councillor Yule pointed out that an answer is needed by 30th September and felt that although the 

Neighbourhood Plan team should look at it the security of asset needs to be in place.   

 

Councillor Holdcroft proposed that the Mayor uses his Mayoral authority to approve the paper and 

sign on behalf of the Town Council after consulting with Just42 and the Neighbourhood Plan team.  

Councillor Falconer seconded.  AGREED. 

 

147. ANY OTHER MATTERS OF REPORT AT THE DISCRETION OF THE TOWN MAYOR 

 

a. Councillor Harrup confirmed that he would be attending the financial training on 

Thursday. 

 

b. Councillor Sayles reminded everyone about the Party in the Park on Saturday at 

Elmhurst Park 3pm – 9pm.   

 

c. Councillor Sayles reported that Dr Bannister had written to the Town Clerk 

regarding his competence on the Neighbourhood Plan process and questioned his 

authority.  He confirmed that the Town Clerk had written a response to this.   

 

At the end of the meeting the Town Mayor, Councillor Josh Sayles, presented Libby Brown the 

title of Honorary Freeman of Woodbridge and refreshments were served. 

 

 

 

 

 

Councillor Josh Sayles 

                Town Mayor 

  


