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WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of a meeting of the TOWN COUNCIL held in the Shire Hall, Market Hill, Woodbridge, on 
TUESDAY 09 OCTOBER 2018 at 7pm. 

  
Councillors: 
 
Present:   S Attwell, Lady C Blois, M Dale, V Falconer, P Gillard, V Harrup, G Holdcroft,  

D Mortimer (Chairman), S Rawlings, P Mulcahy, E O’Nolan (from item 247),   
C Perkins J Sayles, M Sylvester and K Yule 

 
Apologies:  S Bale, P Mulcahy, J Sayles and E O’Nolan (to item 247) 
 
In Attendance: The Town Clerk, Secretary (Minute Taker), Suffolk County Councillor and 15 

member of the public 
 

 
242. MEMBERS AND OFFICERS WERE INVITED TO MAKE ANY DECLARATIONS OF 

DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY OR LOCAL NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS THAT THEY 
MAY HAVE IN RELATION TO ITEMS ON THE AGENDA AND WERE ALSO REMINDED 
TO MAKE ANY DECLARATIONS AT ANY STAGE DURING THE MEETING IF IT 
BECOMES APPARENT THAT THIS MAY BE REQUIRED WHEN A PARTICULAR ITEM 
OR ISSUE IS CONSIDERED, AND TO DEAL WITH DISPENSATIONS AS REQUESTED 
BY INDIVIDUAL COUNCILLORS IN LINE WITH S33 OF THE LOCALISM ACT 2011 
 
There were none. 

 
243. COUNCILLORS WITH A PECUNIARY INTEREST IN AN ITEM ON THIS AGENDA, 

WHO WISH TO REMAIN, SPEAK AND/OR VOTE DURING CONSIDERATION OF THAT 
ITEM, MAY APPLY FOR A DISPENSATION BY WRITING TO THE TOWN CLERK 
PRIOR TO THE MEETING. APPLICATIONS MAY ALSO BE CONSIDERED AT THE 
MEETING ITSELF SHOULD THE NATURE OF THE INTEREST BECOME APPARENT 
TO A COUNCILLOR AT THE TIME OF THE MEETING. 

  
There were none. 

 
244. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

 
A member of the public said that the area around Costa Coffee was looking unsightly with 
pigeons and bins and needed cleaning and weeding. 
 
A member of the public said that the statue ‘Drums of the Fore and Aft’ was well sited in 
the ‘military centre’ of the Town. 

 
245. CONFIRMATION OF COUNCIL MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING OF 11 

SPTEMBER 2018  
 
IT WAS RESOLVED unanimously that the Minutes of the Town Council meeting of 11 
September 2018 be confirmed as a true record. 
 

 
246. MATTERS ARISING 
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There were none. 

 
247. REPORT BY INSPECTOR ANDY PURSEHOUSE, LOCALITY INSPECTOR, ON LOCAL 

POLICING MATTERS 
 

Inspector Pursehouse briefed the Council on recent policing matters.  He said that there 
had not been the expected spike in anti-social behaviour and that reported numbers of 
incidents had come down. 
 
He explained that a lot of work had been undertaken with the homeless and reiterated 
that it was not an offence to rough-sleep.  The Police had worked with partner 
organisations to assist those who were rough-sleeping and added that there is a bed for 
everyone in Suffolk should they want one. 
 
Inspector Pursehouse went on to say that there was an ongoing problem with young 
people in the vicinity of the Library as they were able to get free wi-fi connectivity.  The 
Library had now switched this off overnight.  The young people had now moved on to the 
old Council building at Melton Hill.  This was now boarded up as they were putting 
themselves at risk. 
 
He explained that the Police were aware that parking was an issue throughout the Town. 
 
He went on to say that there was a new model of policing for Woodbridge which would 
see the end of PCSO’s but more police officers was be in the neighbourhood team.  This 
was to give more flexibility as police officers were able to do early and late shifts.  The 
police officers were to be stationed in Woodbridge. 
 
A councillor made mention of the 101 service by saying that people could be holding on 
the phone for up to an hour.  Inspector Pursehouse said that 999 calls would take priority 
but he would feed this back. 
 
Councillor O’Nolan joined the meeting. 
 
The Inspector was asked if it was quicker to use the online reporting system.  He said it 
took about 90 seconds to log a report but that there would not be a faster response than 
the telephone. 
 
A councillor handed Inspector Pursehouse what was thought to be a ‘marijuana wrap’ that 
had been found near the bowling club.  The Police would monitor the situation.  
 
A member of the public mentioned that there was a perceived problem with drugs and 
gangs in a local school.  Inspector Pursehouse was not aware of the situation and would 
monitor the situation.  A second member of the public mentioned canisters in Elmhurst 
Park; Inspector Pursehouse said this was not illegal, but would again monitor the 
situation. 
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248. TOWN MAYOR AND DEPUTY MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
The Town Mayor and Deputy Mayor’s report and announcements had been circulated in 
advance of the meeting and IT WAS RESOLVED that they be accepted.   
 

249. TO CONSIDER REPORTS FROM THE COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
 

The County Councillors report had been circulated in advance of the meeting and IT 
WAS RESOLVED that it be accepted.  She said that she had put in an objection 
concerning the Town Council’s end of year finances to the external auditor. 
 
Mention was made that CIL funding had been made to the Jetty Lane Project but not to 
the 20 mph Speed Limit Project.  She said this was because the application had not 
contained wider information such as air quality reports and objections from residents. 

 
The Joint Report from District Councillors had been circulated in advance of the meeting 
and IT WAS RESOLVED that it be accepted.  A district councillor replied to the 
comments made by the County Councillor about the 20 mph Speed Limit Project by 
saying that the Town Council had had only five days’ notice of making the application and 
he had asked the County Councillor, whose idea it had originally been, to send all the 
paperwork connected with it.  What was sent did not include these extra pieces of 
information.  The only change that he and the Town Clerk had made was to put the Town 
crest at the top of the two annexes. 
 

250. TO CONSIDER REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS FROM COMMITTEES AND 
SUB-COMMITTEES  
 
IT WAS RESOLVED unanimously that the minutes of the following meetings were 
confirmed as a true record.   
 
a. Planning Committee of 11 September 2018 
b. Planning Committee of 18 September 2018 
c. Finance and Staffing Committee of 18 September 2018 
d. Highways Committee of 25 September 2018 
e. Planning Committee of 2 October 2018 

 
The minutes of the Amenities Committee of 25 September 2018 were agreed as a true 
record, however, Councillor Yule reported that, although she had made the resolution 
below, she was now in receipt of new information that made her question the validity of it.  
She would not report what this information was.  The Town Clerk was asked if she knew, 
she replied she did not. 

 
 

 
A councillor commented that with the lack of knowledge of what Councillor Yule knew she 
was unhappy with suspending this item. However, in view of the comments made, all 

IT WAS RECOMMENDED: The Amenities Committee resolved to recommend 
to Town Council to instigate legal action against the company to recover the 
sum of £5,265.60 plus costs and charges. 
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councillors abstained from voting on this resolution and it was agreed to take it to the next 
Amenities Committee. 

 
251. ACCOUNTS AND PAYMENTS 
 

To consider and agree the following financial reports. It was noted that an authorised 
Councillor from the Finance and Staffing Committee had checked and signed the figures 
for the accounts prior to the meeting. 
 
a. The Accounts and Payment list for October 2018 £32,820.38 
b. The Bank Balances for August 2018 £527,495.18  
c. The HSBC.net reports for October 2018 £31,628.28 
d. The HSBC Corporate Card report for September 2018 £0.00 
e. Precept amount of £153,200.00 received on 27 September 2018 

 
IT WAS RESOLVED unanimously that the accounts and payment lists, bank balances 
and HSBC.net reports be approved.  IT WAS NOTED that Woodbridge Town Council are 
now in receipt of a Corporate Card. 
 

 
252. TO CONSIDER WORDING AND COSTS FOR REPLACEMENT OF PLAQUES ON THE 

‘DRUMS OF THE FORE AND AFT’ STATUE 
 
IT WAS RESOLVED that the wording on the new plaque should be ‘Drums of the Fore 
and Aft, Gifted to the Town by the Countess of Albermarle following her husband’s wishes 
in January 1980, Sculpted by Arnold, 8th Earl of Albermarle, Re-sited to this position in 
March 2018’. 
 
The Town Clerk was asked to take samples of the suggested plaque materials to the 
Amenities Committee of 23 October 2018 to make the final decision on which material to 
use. 
 

253. TO RECEIVE AND REVIEW EXTERNAL AUDIT FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 2017-
2018 AND ASSOCIATED OBJECTION PAPERS 

 
The Town Clerk informed the Council that the external auditor had returned a ‘qualified’ 
audit certificate as the County Councillor had made and objection against the Town 
Council for the financial year 2017/2018. 
 
The Town Clerk had sent a rebuttal letter to the external auditor, PKF Littlejohn, to which 
the County Councillor had sent a further objection.  In this she said she would withdraw 
her objection if the Town Council restated the Annual Governance Statement, sought an 
updated Annual Internal Audit and pursued the signage question. 
 
The Town Clerk said that even if the Annual Governance Statement was restated, the 
figures would be the same as this was the financial position for the year.  SALC, the 
Council’s internal auditors had said they stood by their audit and that the Council had 
always been pursuing the signage issue. 
 
She went on to say that this additional external audit that the County Councillor wanted 
would be charged at £355 per hour.   
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Councillors asked if there was a timeframe for resolution of the objection; the Town Clerk 
replied by saying that the external auditor had said that one objection was still ongoing 
after two years. 
 
Councillors NOTED the situation. 
 

254. CONSIDERATION OF ADVERTISING HONORARY FREEMAN VACANCY 
 
IT WAS RESOLVED that the Town Clerk undertake an advertising campaign and report 
to the Town Council meeting of 11 December 2018. 
 
 
 

Councillor David Mortimer 
 Town Mayor  


