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WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of a meeting of the TOWN COUNCIL held in the Shire Hall, Market Hill, Woodbridge, on 

TUESDAY 13th FEBRUARY 2018 at 7pm. 
  

Councillors: 

 

Present:   S Attwell, M Dale, V Falconer (from 7.05pm), G Holdcroft, D Mortimer, C Perkins 

(Chairman), S Rawlings, M Sylvester and K Yule 

 

Apologies: Lady C Blois, P Gillard, V Harrup, P Mulcahy, E O’Nolan and J Sayles 

 

Absent Without  S Percival  

Apologies:  

 

In Attendance: The Town Clerk, Mrs Tonkin (minute taker), Mr Diaper (Deputy Town Clerk), Katy 

Sandalls (EADT), Inspector Pursehouse, Louise Thomas and  2 members of the public 

 

370. MEMBERS AND OFFICERS WERE INVITED TO MAKE ANY DECLARATIONS OF 

DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY OR LOCAL NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS THAT 

THEY MAY HAVE IN RELATION TO ITEMS ON THE AGENDA AND WERE ALSO 

REMINDED TO MAKE ANY DECLARATIONS AT ANY STAGE DURING THE 

MEETING IF IT BECOMES APPARENT THAT THIS MAY BE REQUIRED WHEN A 

PARTICULAR ITEM OR ISSUE IS CONSIDERED, AND TO DEAL WITH 

DISPENSATIONS AS REQUESTED BY INDIVIDUAL COUNCILLORS IN LINE WITH 

S33 OF THE LOCALISM ACT 2011 

 

Councillor Holdcroft declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 379 (a-c) as a Cabinet member for 

Decision Making of Suffolk Coastal District Council. 

 

Councillors Holdcroft and Perkins declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 382 as they attended 

the meeting at Framfield House Surgery with Dr Lynch.   

 

371. COUNCILLORS WITH A PECUNIARY INTEREST IN AN ITEM ON THIS AGENDA, 

WHO WISH TO REMAIN, SPEAK AND/OR VOTE DURING CONSIDERATION OF 

THAT ITEM, MAY APPLY FOR A DISPENSATION BY WRITING TO THE TOWN 

CLERK PRIOR TO THE MEETING. APPLICATIONS MAY ALSO BE CONSIDERED 

AT THE MEETING ITSELF SHOULD THE NATURE OF THE INTEREST BECOME 

APPARENT TO A COUNCILLOR AT THE TIME OF THE MEETING. 

  

None. 

 

372. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

 

Louise Thomas, Community Support Officer from Suffolk Coastal District Council spoke about 

the proposed youth conference at East Suffolk House on 11th April 2018.  She is approaching 

youth clubs and groups in the area to encourage them to attend.  The youth conference will be held 

during holiday time and the idea is to look into progressing a youth council in the area.  She felt 

Just 42 is an important factor in this.  Louise urged any councillors that are in contact with young 

people to encourage them to come along.  Councillor Attwell asked what the budget is, he was told 

there is no budget.   
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Mrs Seagers spoke as a follow on from the letter she delivered to the council today plus the phone 

message she received during the afternoon regarding the invitations to the unveiling of the 

Drummer Boy, she feels that Dr Bob Merrett should be invited and other people that have been 

involved in the project.  She appreciates that the event is a Town Council event but feels it is a 

Woodbridge event as well.  Councillors Yule and Dale agreed with her.  Councillor Perkins 

apologised and agreed that everyone will be invited.  Councillor Perkins asked if Mrs Seagers 

would provide the email addresses for the additional invitees.  Agreed. 

 

Inspector Pursehouse then spoke about crime statistics for Woodbridge.  Councillor Holdcroft said 

the area breakdown goes as far as Aldeburgh and wants to know what is happening in 

Woodbridge.  Councillor Dale said that the breakdown should be relatively easy to do and if it 

cannot be done then it is a software issue.  Inspector Pursehouse said that he would take the issue 

forward with colleagues.  He reported that burglaries are down, however sex offences have 

increased significantly (they are domestic related offences).  He confirmed that there had been an 

increase in recorded crime due to more victims coming forward.  Councillor Falconer felt that 

domestic violence is borne by an inability to communicate and that it was down to education. 

 

Councillor Holdcroft asked Inspector Pursehouse what his views were on the spike of burglaries 

recently.  The Inspector agreed that it was a spike and that the Police have good leads on this and 

that members of the public are at no more risk this year as last year.   

 

Councillor Yule said that cyber-crime was said to be on the increase and where were the figures on 

this issue.  Inspector Pursehouse reported that cyber-crime is not geographic, i.e. if somebody was 

a victim of cyber-crime in Woodbridge that would not be added to the statistics as the perpetrator 

could have been anywhere in the world.   

 

Councillor Holdcroft questioned what protection the Police will be giving to the volunteers they 

are asking for.  Inspector Pursehouse said any volunteers’ names would not be published.  

Councillor Dale asked if they should be given Police uniforms and feels that the Police should not 

give up on the concept of being visible in the Town.  Inspector Pursehouse said that the Police will 

still be visible in the Town but have to use their resources in the best way possible.   

 

Councillor Mortimer asked for an update on CCTV cameras around the Town.  Inspector 

Pursehouse confirmed that gaps have been identified and a report will be emailed to everyone with 

the findings.   

 

Councillor Perkins thanks Inspector Pursehouse for his attendance and for answering questions. 

 

373. CONFIRMATION OF COUNCIL MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING OF 

9th JANUARY 2018  

 

IT WAS RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Town Council meeting of 9th January 2018 be 

confirmed as a true record. 

 

374. MATTERS ARISING 

 

a. Councillor Yule asked for an update on item 344 – Tenants leases at Whisstocks.  Councillor 

Sylvester reported that further issues on the title are still ongoing.  Draft leases are with both 

sets of tenants, but they cannot be signed off until the outstanding issues have been resolved.  

Councillor Yule asked whether the tenants knew of the delay.  Councillor Sylvester said he 

hoped that they did and the problem is out of our hands at the moment.   
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375. TOWN MAYOR AND DEPUTY MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

The Town Mayor and Deputy Mayor’s report and announcements had been circulated in advance 

of the meeting and IT WAS RESOLVED that they be accepted.   

 

376. TO CONSIDER REPORTS FROM THE COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
 

Councillor Page was not present at the meeting, however her report had been circulated in advance 

of the meeting and IT WAS RESOLVED that it be accepted. 

 

The Joint Report from District Councillors had been circulated in advance of the meeting and IT 

WAS RESOLVED that it be accepted. 

 

Councillor Holdcroft spoke about ward boundaries and urged councillors to complete the survey 

mentioned in the report by 19th February 2018.  Councillor Yule said the issue of ward boundaries 

had not been discussed and questioned with Woodbridge Town Council had anything to put 

forward.  Councillor Holdcroft said that at the moment it is a ‘light’ survey and formal 

consultations will be post May.  The Clerk said this item was on the agenda for discussion later in 

the evening. 

 

Councillor Attwell said that he had seen a press report that Barrett’s are looking for compensation 

due to the Woods Lane closure.  Councillor Holdcroft said the letter went to Bloor Homes but they 

declined to give compensation, he reported that businesses in Woodbridge have suffered.  

Councillor Attwell asked whether the old Suffolk Coastal District Council area could be opened 

for car parking.  Councillor Holdcroft said it had been ruled out due to insurance issues, he 

acknowledged footfall is down in Woodbridge and that Bloor Homes hope to be finished by mid to 

late March and that Woods Lane will be open for Easter and hoped trade would pick up then.  

Councillor Holdcroft said it is not just Woodbridge that is suffering lack of trade it is all market 

towns.   

 

377. TO CONSIDER REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS FROM COMMITTEES AND 

SUB-COMMITTEES  

 

IT WAS RESOLVED that the minutes of the following meetings were confirmed as a true record. 

 

(a) Planning Committee of 12th December 2017 

(b) Planning Committee of 9th January 2018 

(c) Highways Committee of 23rd January 2018 

(d) Amenities Committee meeting of 23rd January 2018 including recommendations: 

 

Recommendation no: 361: 

 

The above recommendation was discussed and the town clerk confirmed that at the amenities 

meeting councillors could not decide what to do about reducing plastic consumption and therefore 

they wanted Councillor Dale to report how people can reduce plastic consumption in the 

newsletter.  Councillor Yule proposed that as part of the Woodbridge Town Council newsletter 

there should be an article on how members of the public can reduce plastic use.  AGREED. 

IT IS RECOMMENDED TO THE TOWN COUNCIL that an article be written for the 

newsletter by Councillor Dale on how Woodbridge Town Council can encourage others to 

reduce their single use plastic consumption. 
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Recommendation no: 362: 

 

  

The above recommendation was discussed and Councillor Perkins said that she had volunteered to 

take part in the litter pick on every day it is being done.  She also said that as part of the Beowulf 

festival a plastic dragon will be made out of plastic from the litter pick to highlight the litter 

problem.  Councillor Holdcroft asked whether the litter being picked will be put in plastic bags, 

Councillor Perkins said that they would be put in hessian bags.   Councillor Yule proposed that all 

councillors get involved with the Spring Clean event.  AGREED. 

 

 Recommendation no: 363: 

 

The above recommendation was discussed and ACCEPTED and AGREED. 

 

(e) Joint Highways Committee of 31st January 2018 

(f) Planning Committee of 6th February 2018 

 

378. ACCOUNTS AND PAYMENTS 
 

To consider and agree the following financial reports.  Councillor Sylvester thanked Councillor 

Attwell who had checked the figures for the accounts. 

 

a. The Accounts and Payment list for February 2018 - £26,658.44 

b. The Bank Balances for December 2017 - £563,406.10 

c. The HSBC.net reports for February 2018 - £23,103.80 

d. The HSBC Corporate Card report for January 2018 - £344.04 

 

IT WAS RESOLVED that the accounts and payment list, bank balances, HSBC.net report and 

HSBC Corporate Card report. 

 

379. CONSIDERATION OF SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCIL CONSULTATIONS 
 

a.  Informal Electoral Review 

 

Councillor Holdcroft said that councillors can either talk about it generally or do individual 

responses.  Councillor Falconer felt that Woodbridge should join with Melton.  Councillor 

Holdcroft reported that Woodbridge is currently represented by 3 district councillors and it will be 

brought down to 2 and that Melton would increase to a 3 member ward.  Councillor Yule felt that 

Woodbridge cannot stand on its own as the numbers do not work out and that the natural 

progression is to join with Melton.   

 

Councillor Attwell asked Councillor Holdcroft what he would recommend.  Councillor Holdcroft 

felt that a conclusion would not happen at the present meeting and suggested that councillors go to 

IT IS RECOMMENDED TO THE TOWN COUNCIL that individual councillors also 

get involved in the great British Spring Clean. 

IT IS RECOMMENDED TO THE TOWN COUNCIL the suggestion for this type of 

automated gate be refused including any such request to dig up and reinstate the surface of 

the Knoll. 
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the website and put individual ideas in informally and that when the issue becomes formal then the 

Town Council should then discuss further.  AGREED.  

 

b. Introduction of a licencing scheme to regulate rickshaws 

 

Councillor Dale feels that rickshaws had been designed for poor hot countries and that they can 

cause chaos and accidents, he also felt that the terrain of Woodbridge is unsuitable.  Councillor 

Yule felt that this suggestion should have been thrown out before it had reached this stage.  

Councillor Holdcroft reported that Suffolk Coastal District Council are obliged to have a 

consultation on this as the issue had been raised.  Councillor Dale proposed that the Town Council 

formally write a letter saying that this is not appropriate.  The Town Clerk to write formally to 

Suffolk Coastal District Council.  AGREED. 

 

c. Air quality in Suffolk Coastal 

 

Councillor Attwell asked what action was taken regarding the 20mph limit in Woodbridge.  

Councillor Yule said that the money is there for the TRO for Woodbridge. Councillor Attwell said 

that it was up to individual councillors to make comments on this issue.  AGREED. 

 

380. CONSIDERATION OF STREET NAMING AND NUMBERING 
 

The email regarding street naming and numbering on the site of former 34 Grundisburgh Road was 

discussed and councillors AGREED to its contents. 

 

381. CONSIDERATION OF POLICING VOLUNTEERS 
 

Councillor Yule queried whether any volunteers have to apply through Woodbridge Town 

Council.  Councillor Perkins said no but councillors should encourage people to apply.  Councillor 

Yule said that they are not PCSO’s but they are the eyes and ears of the Police.  It was AGREED 

to keep the details on the website and noticeboards. 

 

382. CONSIDERATON OF APPLICATION LETTER TO ACCESS WOODRIDGE TOWN 

COUNCIL CIL FUND 

 

Councillor Yule felt that there was a problem with this application as we would be helping 

Framfield House Surgery and not St. John’s Surgery and feels that the council should be looking at 

doing something jointly between the surgeries.  Councillor Holdcroft attended the meeting with Dr 

Lynch, he confirmed that the blood pressure monitors will serve both practices as St John’s 

surgery use some of Framfield House services.  Councillor Dale asked where the line is between 

private and public business and questioned what the principle was.  Councillor Holdcroft said 

council need to look at the outcomes and that it would free up more appointments at the surgery.  

Councillor Yule felt that everyone should get a share of it.  Councillor Holdcroft reported that he is 

making a case to Melton Parish Council as their parishioners are coming into Woodbridge to use 

the medical facilities here.   

 

It was proposed and seconded that Woodbridge Town Council should fund one machine at present 

at a cost of £1,575 + VAT. 

 

Yes – 7 

Abstained – 2 
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383. CONSIDERATON OF AWARDING THE POTTER CUP IN 2018 
 

The Town Clerk confirmed that there had been 7 nominations for the Potter Cup this year.   

 

Councillor Holdcroft declared a non-pecuniary declaration as his wife was a member of Friends of 

Woodbridge Library and he was a member of the River Deben Association. 

 

Councillor Yule declared a non-pecuniary interest as she is a member of Woodbridge In Bloom 

Group and The Friends of Woodbridge Library. 

 

Councillor Rawlings declared a non-pecuniary interest as she is a member of the Royal British 

Legion. 

 

Councillor Falconer declared a non-pecuniary interest as she is a member of the River Deben 

Association.   

 

Councillors voted and the Town Clerk and Mrs Tonkin (minute taker) counted and verified the 

vote and it was AGREED that Mr Kevin Baldock and Mr Cliff Baldock, Parade Marshall and 

Assistant Parade Marshall, would receive the Potter Cup 2018 and £50 donation. 

 

It was AGREED that Mr Kevin Baldock and Mr Cliff Baldock would be invited to attend a Town 

Council meeting and the cup and money would then be presented.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Councillor Clare Perkins 

 Town Mayor  


