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FUNFAIR AT KINGSTON FIELD 
 

Introduction 
 
Over the August Bank Holiday weekend in 2014, Stocks Funfair was given 
permission to run a funfair on Elmhurst Park. 
 
This led to objections and a petition delivered to the Town Council about loss of 
amenity and disturbance to the enjoyment of local residents’ gardens. 
 
Objection and Legal Action 
 
A letter dated 30 October 2014 was delivered to the Town Council from Marshall 
Hatchick Solicitors, acting on behalf on the Kingston-Smith family.   
 
This states: 
 

‘…there was a very large and noisy funfair on the field, which we understand to 
have specifically been authorised by the Council, which caused significant 
noise and disruption not only to our clients’ enjoyment of their house and 
garden but also to many other residents.  This and previous events have given 
rise to serious parking problems in Kingston Road with the result that the 
vehicular access to our clients’ property, and the property of others, was 
obstructed for a long periods of time.’ 
 

On 4 November 2014 the then Town Clerk wrote to Kerseys (the then Solicitors for 
the Town Council) for advice.  They produced a letter to Marshall Hatchick, draft 
dated 10 December 2014. 
 
Letter from Ellisons Solicitors on behalf of Mr Burt objecting to the Funfair.  Further 
letter from Marshall Hatchick dated 14 April. 
 
Kerseys issue ‘Instructions to Counsel to Advise’.   
 
It is understood that the outcome of this was that there was a only a 50:50 chance of 
defending a ‘private nuisance’ claim so the Town Council took no further action.  
Stocks Funfair have not returned to the site since this date. 
 
Copies of all these letters are attached.  Copies of correspondence both in support of 
the Funfair and objecting to it are also attached. 
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Cost 
 
Costs, including instructing Counsel ahead of expected Court proceedings amounted 
to £2,964.00 (invoices and nominal ledger report attached). 
 
 


