
Discussion Paper for Woodbridge Town Council Meeting - 10th September 2109 

How can WTC support local people in the event of a 

 ‘NO DEAL BREXIT’? 

I would like to propose the following motion for Woodbridge Town council to vote on 

That WTC resolves to create a ‘Post Brexit’ working group to work with other key partners in the 

town, and neighbouring parishes to consider potential options and actions  to mitigate and reduce 

the impact of a  ‘No Deal Brexit’ on  people in the local area.  

 

My question to the Town council is ‘In a time of National Crisis or National Emergency what 

responsibilities do we as a Council and as Woodbridge Town Councillors have to those people in our 

community who may need support, due to hardship, brought about by the impact of a ‘No Deal 

Brexit’.  

At the time of writing this paper we are unclear what kind of Brexit we will experience. However CBI 

Director General Carolyn Fairbairn, in an article in the Financial Times states that ‘No deal is a 

tripwire into economic chaos that could harm our country, and the EU, for years to come’  

We also know from media reports and the work Government has been involved in at all levels that 

there are many areas for potentially damaging effects on people if the UK exits the EU with no 

agreed deal in place. 

Locally there are ‘Brexit Groups’ at both a County and District level working to mitigate against those 

risks in Suffolk, however, we are not aware of the contents of those meetings  or what plans are 

being put in place or of there is more we can be doing to support our  own local residents. 

There is no shortage of data and reports which can be accessed online including the following which 

focus on the impact on people who are already living in below the national poverty line, many of 

them in work. 

https://ukandeu.ac.uk/poverty-after-brexit-no-dividend-for-those-on-low-incomes/ 

https://www.camecon.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/FINAL-REPORT-The-impact-of-Brexit-on-

poverty-in-the-UK.pdf 

https://www.jrf.org.uk/file/51636/download?token=g0mzywq0&filetype=briefing 

https://amp.theguardian.com/politics/2019/aug/30/no-deal-brexit-could-take-wide-ranging-toll-on-

health-paper-finds 

 

More local information and data about the state of Suffolk can be found at  

https://www.suffolkobservatory.info/ 

https://www.suffolkcf.org.uk/suffolks-hidden-needs/ 

https://www.healthysuffolk.org.uk/jsna/state-of-suffolk-report 
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It might be reasonably viewed that Woodbridge is more fortunate than many other areas. A medium 

size market town with a population of 9339 (2017) it is easy to believe that everybody locally is in a 

relatively well off position. However, statistics from the Suffolk Observatory tell us that in 

Woodbridge in 2016/17 :- 

• 11% of households experiencing fuel poverty (2017)  

• 11% Percentage of children living in low income families (2016)  

• 165  children in Woodbridge are living in low income families   (2017) 

• 33% of population in Woodbridge is over 65 (2017) -rest of UK is average 18% 

• 14% of Woodbridge population over 65 are living on their own 

I consider that we as Town Councillors and as a Town Council should be concerned about those 

people in our community who could be identified as most vulnerable if we leave the EU without a 

deal.  How can we support local people, who need it, if we do have a No Deal Brexit and should the 

predicted consequences become a reality.  (i.e. increased fuel and food costs, shortages of drugs and 

medicines for long term conditions, EU nationals leaving the UK and creating increased  shortages in 

our Jobs market, benefits systems not increasing with  inflation) 

 Former Prime Minister Sir John Major has accused the Government of embarking on a policy of 

national "self-harm" over Brexit adding that young people and those who are less well-off will be 

most impacted by the EU withdrawal. People most at risk in these kind of situations will be the 

elderly, children, people with mental health issues or other long term conditions and people living 

on benefits for whatever reason). As seen in the stats above there are numerous people living in 

Woodbridge who would fall into one or more of these categories. I would therefore urge the Town 

Council to give this matter their serious consideration 

 

Sharon Miller 
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