
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Continuing uncertainty about new school transport arrangements  This September, Suffolk 

County Council’s new Home to School transport policy is being implemented. Children moving to 

a new school will only receive free transport from the council if it is their nearest school and 

more than 2 miles from their homes. All eligible parents were asked to opt-in and apply for 

transport . However, 472 applications for home-to-school transport remain outstanding at the 

end of August, with  a number of families unsure of whether they would be allocated a seat on an 

SCC school bus as the new school year starts.  

The confusion between entitlement to a place (in a catchment school) and to transport (to their 

nearest school) is quite as bewildering to parents as my group predicted. Similarly, the fact that 

siblings are not necessarily entitled to the free transport their older sibling got, has caused quite 

as many problems as we predicted. Finally the move from opt out to opt in has also caused the 

predicted concerns. Officers have had to bear the brunt of this. 

Loss of Woodbridge buses  Sustainable transport options have taken another blow. We are 

losing both the subsidised routes 71 and 62 (both cancelled from 1 November). The 71 takes 

young people to college and  others to work on a rural route that starts at Sudbourne and 

finishes at Ipswich. The 62 Is the weekday link for non drivers Woodbridge - Framlingham. Both 

of these are going to cause real hardship.  

Additionally some scheduled services have been cut/ without advance notice: At the beginning of 
September, First buses cut completely their hourly 800 park and ride extension which provided a 
fast service to central Ipswich from Woodbridge and Rendlesham. This would have been an ideal 
bus for Woodbridge visitors but First would not market it as such. 
 
At the same time the company made significant changes to the  timetabling and route of their 
complementary 64 route: the buses no longer stop at the Woodbridge Peterhouse estate, and 
the last bus leaves Ipswich an hour earlier (at 17.50). Early-morning buses are also affected, as is 
hospital travel. 

First declare this is because these services were under-used.The passengers who use them, deny 
this. The services were both well-used and vital to many people with few or no transport choices. 
They were, however, under-advertised (the 800 did not even carry the Woodbridge -Rendlesham 
destinations on the six maps that were posted inside each bus). 

The impact of these cuts is immense. Timetable and route changes mean that workers are finding 
difficulties travelling to and from work. Disabled and elderly people, and young parents with 
buggies are having to walk up to 25 min to a stop. It is no longer possible for non-drivers to visit 
patients in Ipswich hospital in the evening.  

 As Suffolk County Council has cut roadside  timetables to save small sum nobody I have spoken 
to now knows where to get a bus and when – which means footfall will drop further. This is 
signalling the end of rural bus services. I have started a Change.g petition which I hope you will all 
sign and share: https://www.change.org/p/first-eastern-counties-roll-back-the-cuts-to-
woodbridge-district-s-vital-bus-services-64-and-800  asking that these cuts and changes be 
immediately reversed! 
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I am also calling on Woodbridge Town council to join with Kesgrave, Martlesham andnd Melton 
Parish councils to try and talk to First as a group on the basis that there is strength in numbers. 
All our residents will be affected. 
 

Plans to close Woodbridge children’s centre confirmed as consultation is launched  In  July, the 

Cabinet agreed to press forward with plans to close children’s centres across Suffolk; the 

consultation will take place starting at the end of the month. Of the 38 centres in Suffolk, only 

two have been ear-marked for closure – Chatterbox in North Ipswich and Caterpillar in 

Woodbridge – whilst a further 13-19 could be “repurposed” as either early years or SEND 

provision.  The remaining centres would become Family Hubs, providing a range of support to 

children and young people aged 0-19 and their families. I have asked the Cabinet member 

whether there will be an option to allow things to remain as they are, otherwise the consultation 

will be little use as regards the Woodbridge centre. I received a rather ambiguous answer. 

The proposals will be consulted on by the county council in the autumn.  AI have been told at the 

end of this month, but Iam date will be affected  by the possibility of an  election 

Northern Bypass consultation launched  Suffolk County Council, along with the district and 

borough councils, launched a consultation into the Ipswich Northern Route at the beginning of 

July. The consultation identifies three potential routes for the bypass, which will link the A12 and 

A14 corridors.  

However, I am concerned that the consultation does not provide sufficient information: the 

county council have acknowledged that the road would result in the development of 15,000 

additional homes, but they have not included these figures or the location of the developments 

within the consultation. Furthermore, the data provided does not take account of “induced 

traffic” when calculating traffic flows around Ipswich.  I also don’t think that building a new road 

fits with the council’s declaration of a climate emergency and commitment to be carbon-neutral 

by 2030. 

I seconded a motion at July’s Full Council asking for this consultation to be abandoned and the 

funding spent on investigating alternative sustainable transport. It was voted down by both 

Conservative and Labour groups. 

The consultation will run until Friday 13 September. You can find it, along with further 

information, here: https://ipswichnorthernroute.org.uk/  

First stage of County Council Boundary Commission review   The Local Government Boundary 

Commission for England is currently undertaking a review of Suffolk County Council, to determine 

both the number of councillors and the boundaries between divisions.  

For the first stage.the Liberal Democrat, Green and Independent Group submitted a proposal to 

keep councillor numbers in Suffolk at a minimum of 75, with the potential for an increase to 80. 

This was based on the need to ensure proper local representation and encourage greater 

diversity amongst councillors, which consequently requires a more manageable workload. I 

personally work a regular 100 hour week. Furthermore, given the predicted population growth in 

Suffolk and the reduced funding that local government is receiving, it is likely that councillor 

workloads will only continue to increase in the future.  

The Conservative and Labour Groups submitted a joint proposal asking for a reduction to 70 

councillors.  The next stage of the review will determine the new division boundaries and will 

include two public consultations. The review is expected to be completed by July 2020. 

County Carbon strategy agreed    Following the council’s declaration of a climate emergency in 

March, the Cabinet has now agreed a strategic framework for meeting its commitment to be 

carbon neutral by 2030.  
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The report clearly states that in order to be effective, measures to cut carbon and mitigate 
climate change will need to be made across every department. It also includes a renewed 
commitment to become the Greenest County. 
 
A cross-party policy development panel will begin in September, tasked with investigating how 
the council can meet its objectives and what investment is needed to ensure the council is 
carbon neutral by 2030. It is expected that the panel will report back to Cabinet in early 2020.  

 
Pension fund begins to move away from fossil fuels  Suffolk Pension Fund has agreed to move 

£150m into a UBS Climate Aware World Equity Fund. Although a very small proportion of the 

£2.9 billion fund, this is the first step the Council has taken to move investments away from fossil 

fuels. 

This will be followed up by a valuation in November to check the performance of the fund, with 

the hope that a larger amount can then be transferred into the climate-aware fund. 

 

 

 
 
 


