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WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the TOWN COUNCIL held in the Woodbridge Community Hall, Woodbridge, 
on THURSDAY 10 OCTOBER 2019 at 7.00pm. 
 
Councillors: 
 
Present:  S Bale, Lady C Blois, P Gillard, G Holdcroft, J Jewers, C Mapey, S Miller 

  E O’Nolan, S Rawlings, M Sutton, M Sylvester (item 396 – 410), S Thompson, 

M Walsh  

    
Apologies:  M Wilks and A Semmens  
 
Absent without        S Evans  
Apologies:   
 
In Attendance: Town Clerk, Deputy Town Clerk, Secretary (Minute Taker), County Councillor 

Caroline Page, District Councillor Kay Yule, a representative from EADT and 8 
members of the public. 

 
  Action 

396. MEMBERS AND OFFICERS WERE INVITED TO MAKE ANY 
DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY OR LOCAL NON-
PECUNIARY INTERESTS THAT THEY MAY HAVE IN RELATION TO ITEMS 
ON THE AGENDA AND WERE ALSO REMINDED TO MAKE ANY 
DECLARATIONS AT ANY STAGE DURING THE MEETING IF IT BECOMES 
APPARENT THAT THIS MAY BE REQUIRED WHEN A PARTICULAR ITEM 
OR ISSUE IS CONSIDERED, AND TO DEAL WITH DISPENSATIONS AS 
REQUESTED BY INDIVIDUAL COUNCILLORS IN LINE WITH S33 OF THE 
LOCALISM ACT 2011 
 
Councillors Blois, Rawlings and Sylvester declared a non-pecuniary interest item 
408 as Trustees of Woodbridge Museum. 
 
Councillors Holdcroft and Mapey declared a non-pecuniary interest item 412 as 
they were both Directors of Choose Woodbridge. 
 
Councillors Blois declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 404b as she knew the 
owner of the cottage located in Elmhurst Park. 
 
Councillor Sutton declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 411 as he was a 
Director of Woodbridge Riverside Trust. 
 

 

397. COUNCILLORS WITH A PECUNIARY INTEREST IN AN ITEM ON THIS 

AGENDA, WHO WISH TO REMAIN, SPEAK AND/OR VOTE DURING 

CONSIDERATION OF THAT ITEM, MAY APPLY FOR A DISPENSATION BY 

WRITING TO THE TOWN CLERK PRIOR TO THE MEETING. APPLICATIONS 

MAY ALSO BE CONSIDERED AT THE MEETING ITSELF SHOULD THE 

NATURE OF THE INTEREST BECOME APPARENT TO A COUNCILLOR AT 

THE TIME OF THE MEETING. 
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There were none. 

 
398. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

 

The President of Royal British Legion of Woodbridge and local areas spoke to 

the Council about VE Day Celebrations on 8 May 2020 and said he would be 

happy to support Woodbridge Town Council in organising this event.   

 

 

 

 

 

399. CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES 10 SEPTEMBER 2019 
 
It was resolved to approve the minutes of 10 September 2019 which were duly 
signed. 
 

 

400. TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 

 

The Clerk reported that at item 310 a company to carry out the bat survey at 

Melton Hill was ongoing. 

 

At item 318 the builder who was to carry out the remedial works to the Kingston 

Pavilion requires architectural plans of the building before they can undertake 

work; these quotes are being sought.  At the same item she had obtained a 

further quote of £3,837.75 to repair the wall at Elmhurst Park, had confirmed that 

the insurance company would not pay and that this work would be undertaken. 

 

She reported at item 319, she had written to the homeowners, but had not 

received a reply. 

 

At item 327 the Town Clerk and Councillor Sutton had submitted the application 

to the Co-op Foundation to engage a youth worker. 

 

 

 

 

 

Town Clerk 

401. TOWN MAYOR AND DEPUTY MAYOR REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
These were duly noted. 
 

 

 

402. TO CONSIDER REPORT FROM THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR  

 

The report from the County Councillor had been circulated in advance of the  
meeting and it was resolved that it be noted. 
 

 

403. TO CONSIDER REPORT FROM THE DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

 

The joint report from District Councillors had been circulated in advance of the  
meeting and it was resolved that it be accepted. 
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404. TO CONSIDER REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS FROM 
COMMITTEES AND SUB-COMMITTEES 
 
The following minutes of meetings were considered and noted.   

 

a) Planning Committee meeting of 17 September 
b) Finance and Staffing Committee meeting of 17 September 

 
                It was resolved to maintain ownership of the land adjacent to    
                Elmhurst Cottage. 

 
c) Standing Orders Sub-committee of 24 September 

 
                It was resolved to defer Standing Orders 2019 to the Standing   
                Orders Sub-committee to look again at paragraph 22 and the Town  
                Council’s Press and Media Policy. 
 

d) Planning Committee of 1 October 
e) Highways and Transport of 1 October 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Town Clerk 

405. ACCOUNTS AND PAYMENTS 
 

The following accounts and payments were presented.  It was noted that two 
authorised councillors from the Finance and Staffing Committee had checked 
and signed the figures for the accounts prior to the meeting: 

 

a) The Accounts and Payment list for October 2019 £35,631.14 

b) The Bank Balances for August 2019 £583,976.94 

c) The HSBC.net report for October 2019 £35,609.76 

d) The HSBC Corporate Card report for September 2019 £45.50 

e)  Debtors Report to 2 October 2019  

f) The six-monthly Precept amount of £156,050.00 received on  

      26 September 2019. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

406. 

 

 

 

TO RECEIVE UPDATE FROM DIRECTOR OF JETTY LANE ON PROGRESS 
OF THE PROJECT 
 
A Director of the Jetty Lane updated the Council on the project. 
 

 

407. TO RECEIVE, REVIEW AND ADOPT AMENDMENT TO COMMITTEE 
STRUCTURE TO INCLUDE A FINANCE COMMITTEE (9 MEMBERS PLUS 
MAYOR) AND A STAFFING COMMITTEE (4 MEMBERS PLUS MAYOR) 
 
Councillors asked to defer this item to the following month.  
 
A resolution was put to the Town Council to defer this item to the November Town 
Council meeting so that Councillors could be fully briefed on the background (5 
for, 6 against, 2 abstained). 
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It was resolved to separate a Staffing Committee (5 members) from the Finance 
and Staffing Committee and create a Staffing Sub-committee consisting of 2 
members. 
 
It was resolved to appoint Councillors Bale, Gillard, Miller, Sutton and a 
Conservative/Independent to the Staffing Committee and to appoint Councillors 
Bale, Gillard and Conservative/Independent to the Sub-Committee. 
 

408. TO RECEIVE A REQUEST FROM WOODBRIDGE MUSEUM FOR 
PERMISSION TO USE THE TOWN COUNCIL CREST 
 
A councillor briefed the committee on a conversation with the Royal College of 
Heralds on when it was allowable to allow another organisation to use the Town 
Council crest. 
 
It was resolved to allow the Woodbridge Museum to use the Woodbridge Town 
Council crest on its building. 

 

 

 

 

 

Town Clerk 

 

409. TO RECEIVE A REQUEST FROM JETTY LANE FOR PERMISSION TO USE  

THE TOWN COUNCIL CREST 

 

It was resolved to allow Jetty Lane to use the Woodbridge Town Council crest 
on their promotional literature. 
 

 

 

 

 

Town Clerk 

410. TO RECEIVE A REPORT OUTLINING THE VARIOUS PLANS FOR THE 

 WOODBRIDGE COMMUNITY HALL PREVIOUSLY CONSIDERED BY  

AMENITIES 

 

The Chair of Amenities spoke to his report about plans for the Woodbridge 

Community Hall. 

 

 

411. TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON THE RIVER FRONT STAKEHOLDERS 
 MEETING AND THE CHANDLERY BUILDING 

 

The Chairman reported on the first River Front Stakeholders meeting that had  

been held that week.  He was asked who the Town Council representative on 

this group was.  He said this had been an exploratory meeting and a 

representative would be appointed in due course. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

412. TO REVIEW CAR FREE DAY 2019 AND CONSIDER REGULAR CAR FREE 
DAYS 
 
The Chairman reported on the Car Free Day and thanked Dobbies Garden 
Centre, Notcutts Garden Centre, Katie’s Garden and Cupboard Love, Councillor 
Wilks for organising the Busking Festival and Choose Woodbridge and Transition 
Woodbridge who worked closely to facilitate the event.  He was asked how much 
it cost; he said it had been in the region of £300. 
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413. TO RECEIVE AND REVIEW POST-BREXIT STRATEGIES FOR 
WOODBRIDGE 
 
A councillor briefed the Council on her ongoing discussions with East Suffolk 
Council in preparation in the event of a ‘No Deal Brexit’. 
 

 

 

414. TO UNDERTAKE CLIMATE AUDIT AND ELECT MEMBERS TO THE 
CARBON AUDIT WORKING GROUP 
 
It was resolved to set-up a Carbon Audit Working Group consisting of 
Councillors Gillard, Holdcroft and O’Nolan. 
 

 

415. TO REVIEW USE OF SECURITY LOCK ON FRONT DOOR DURING OFFICE 
HOURS 
 
After discussion it was resolved to continue to use the security lock on the front 
door for the safety of staff, who were asked to improve the signage for the bell (9 
for, 2 against, 1 abstention). 
 

 

 

 

 

416. CHAIRMAN’S URGENT BUSINESS 
 
There was nothing to report. 
 

 

417. CLOSURE 
 
The meeting was closed and it was confirmed the next Town Council Committee 
meeting will be held on Tuesday 12 November 2019 at 7pm at the Shire Hall. 

 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 

Councillor O’ Nolan 
Chairman 


