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WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of a meeting of the TOWN COUNCIL held in the Shire Hall, Woodbridge, on 
TUESDAY 11th FEBRUARY 2020 at 7.00pm 

 
Councillors: 
 
Present:  S Bale, Lady C Blois, P Gillard (Chair), G Holdcroft, J Jewers, C Mapey,      

S Miller, E O’Nolan, S Rawlings, M Sutton, S Thompson, M Walsh, M Wilks
    

Apologies:  A Semmens and M Sylvester  
 
In Attendance: County Councillor Page, District Councillor Yule, Deputy Town Clerk, 

 EADT reporter and no members of the public 
 
 

  Action 

740. MEMBERS AND OFFICERS WERE INVITED TO MAKE ANY DECLARATIONS 
OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY OR LOCAL NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS 
THAT THEY MAY HAVE IN RELATION TO ITEMS ON THE AGENDA AND 
WERE ALSO REMINDED TO MAKE ANY DECLARATIONS AT ANY STAGE 
DURING THE MEETING IF IT BECOMES APPARENT THAT THIS MAY BE 
REQUIRED WHEN A PARTICULAR ITEM OR ISSUE IS CONSIDERED, AND 
TO DEAL WITH DISPENSATIONS AS REQUESTED BY INDIVIDUAL 
COUNCILLORS IN LINE WITH S33 OF THE LOCALISM ACT 2011 
 
Councillors Holdcroft and Mapey declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 749 
as Directors of Choose Woodbridge 
 
Councillor Sutton declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 750 as he was a 
Director of the Woodbridge Riverside Trust.  
 

 

741. COUNCILLORS WITH A PECUNIARY INTEREST IN AN ITEM ON THIS 

AGENDA, WHO WISH TO REMAIN, SPEAK AND/OR VOTE DURING 

CONSIDERATION OF THAT ITEM, MAY APPLY FOR A DISPENSATION BY 

WRITING TO THE TOWN CLERK PRIOR TO THE MEETING. APPLICATIONS 

MAY ALSO BE CONSIDERED AT THE MEETING ITSELF SHOULD THE 

NATURE OF THE INTEREST BECOME APPARENT TO A COUNCILLOR AT 

THE TIME OF THE MEETING. 

 

There were none. 

 

 

742. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 
There were no members of the public who wished to ask a question. 
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743. CONFIRMATION OF COUNCIL MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL 
MEETING OF 14TH JANUARY 2020  
 
The minutes of the meeting held 14th January 2020 were agreed and signed as a 
true record.  The Council gave a vote of thanks to Councillor Rawlings for her 
work enabling the installation of, and training on, defibrillators in the town. 
 

 

744. TO RECEIVE REPORT FROM THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
 
County Councillor Page gave an update on an incident of racial abuse which had 
occurred in Woodbridge, and the Council asked for further feedback on this 
matter. 

County Councillor Page reported that she would fund the replacement for the 
damaged tree which had to be felled. 

County Councillor Page advised that if the outcome of the consultation on 
Children’s Centres confirmed closure of the Caterpillar Centre this was not likely 
to happen until the end of its lease in two years’ time. 

 

 

745. TO RECEIVE REPORT FROM THE DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
 
District Councillor Yule advised that the District Council had agreed to retain the 
30-minute parking option in Hamblin Road and the Station car parks, but there 
would be no free places in Hamblin Road from April. 
 
District Councillor Yule advised that the Scrutiny Committee of the District Council 
was looking at the referral process for planning applications with a view to 
ensuring that applications were being referred to Committee appropriately. 
 
District Councillor Yule offered to share with the Council a list of projects funded 
from her enabling budget. 
 
The Council asked District Councillor Yule to keep them updated on the progress 
of the Environment Transition Group. 
 

 

746. TO CONSIDER REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS FROM COMMITTEES 
AND SUB-COMMITTEES 
 
The Council noted receipt of the minutes of the following Committees: -. 

 
a. Planning of 21st January 2020 
b. Amenities of 28th January 2020 
c. Planning of 4th February 2020 
d. Highways and Transport of 4th February 2020 

 

 

747. ACCOUNTS AND PAYMENTS 
 

It was resolved unanimously that the accounts and payment lists, bank balances, 
HSBC.net report and Corporate Card Report be approved. It was noted that two 
authorised councillors from the Finance and Staffing Committee had checked and 
signed the figures for the accounts prior to the meeting:  
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a.   Income to 31st December 2019 £393,627.00 
b.   Expenditure to 31st December 2019 £275,183.00 
c.   Income and expenditure against budget to 31st December 2019 
d.   Bank reconciliation and supporting bank statements to 31st December 2019  
      £663,313.62 
e.   The Accounts and Payment list for February 2020 £16,439.17 
f.    The HSBC.net report for February 2020 £12,958.64.00 
g.   The HSBC Corporate Card report January 2020 £348.00 
h.   Summary of Direct Debit payments to 6 February 2020 £401.60 
i.    Debtors Report to 6th February 2020 

 
748. TO NOTE THE ARRANGEMENTS FOR PAYMENT OF THE GRANT TO 

ACCESSCT 
 

The Council noted the arrangements for payment of the £10,000 grant to 

AccessCT and their payment of rent for the Kingston Pavilion Cafe. 

 

 

749. TO CONSIDER WHETHER TO SUBSCRIBE TO CHOOSE WOODBRIDGE 

MEMBERSHIP 

 

The Council agreed to continue to subscribe to Choose Woodbridge. 

 

 

750. TO CONSIDER AND AGREE THE FLOODGATE POLICY 

 

The Council considered and agreed the floodgate policy as follows: - 

 

That the floodgate will remain fully open at all times unless the Town 
Council is instructed by the Environment Agency to close it. 
 
Once closed the floodgate will remain closed until such time as the Town 
Council is advised by the Environment Agency that the threat of flooding 
has passed. This may mean that the floodgate remains closed over 
weekends, Bank and other holiday periods until the Town Council re-opens 
for business. 
 

The Council agreed this policy would be circulated to its tenants at Whisstocks 

Place. 

 

 

751. TO AGREE THE QUOTATION FROM THE MORTON PARTNERSHIP TO 
DRAW UP SUITABLE TENDER DOCUMENTATION FOR THE SHIRE HALL 
REPAIRS 
 
The Council agreed the quotation from the Morton Partnership of £4,650 plus 
VAT to produce  tender documents, together with an additional maximum charge 
of £1,250 plus East Suffolk Council’s fees to obtain requisite listed building 
approval, and a further final sum of £900 plus VAT to obtain at least 3 tenders 
and make a recommendation as to acceptance for the Shire Hall repairs.  The full 
tender document was to be subject to review by the Shire Hall Working Party 
before tenders were invited. 
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752. TO CONFIRM THE ALLOCATION OF £10,000 TO THE CLIMATE 
EMERGENCY COMMITTEE 

 

The Council confirmed its intention of its decision of the meeting held 9th July 

2019 to create a grant pot to encourage and enable carbon-reduction schemes 

within Woodbridge and the allocation of £10,000 to the Climate Emergency 

Committee to be met from general reserves for 2019/2020. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

753. TO CONFIRM THE PAYMENT TO RENEW THE FLOORING AT KINGSTON 
PAVILION 

 
The Council confirmed the action taken in respect of the flooring and agreed the 
payment of £3,975 to renew the flooring at Kingston Pavilion. 
 

 

754. TO CONSIDER WHETHER THE TOWN COUNCIL SHOULD BID TO TAKE 
ON RESPONSIBILITY FOR CASTLE STREET PLAY AREA 

 
The Council considered whether the Town Council should bid to take on 
responsibility for Castle Street play area and agreed to compile a list of other sites 
which it might like to manage for consideration at the next meeting. 
 

 

755. TO RESPOND TO THE CONSULTATION REGARDING THE PLANNED 
CLOSURE OF THE CATERPILLER CENTRE 

 
The Council agreed to respond to the consultation regarding the planned closure 
of the Caterpillar Centre, to be agreed by the Mayor and Town Clerk, opposing 
the closure of the Centre and recommending the continuation of the service in a 
more suitable building. 
 

 

756. TO REVIEW THE EFFECTIVENESS OF INTERNAL AUDIT 
 

The Council reviewed the effectiveness of internal audit and agreed there were 
no further changes required to the programme. 
 

 

757. TO REVIEW THE COUNCIL’S CORPORATE RISKS AND FINANCIAL 
MANAGEMENT 

 
The Council reviewed the Council’s corporate risks and financial management, 
and subject to the following changes agreed that these were in order.  The 
changes agreed were: - 
 
a. To amend the phrase “A computer crash without backup” to “Data Loss”; and 
b. To change references to “Finance and Staffing” to “Finance” throughout the 

document, 
 

 

758. TO RECEIVE A VERBAL UPDATE ON THE FORTHCOMING CLIMATE 
EMERGENCY CONFERENCE 

 
The Council received a verbal update on the forthcoming climate emergency 
conference. 
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759. TO MOVE TO EXCLUDE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PUBLIC BODIES 

(ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 MEMBERS OF THE PRESS AND 
PUBLIC FROM THE FOLLOWING ITEM IN VIEW OF THE CONFIDENTIAL 
NATURE OF THE BUSINESS TO BE TRANSACTED 
 
The Council agreed that members of the press and public from the following item 
in view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 
 

 

760. TO NOTE THE ACTION TAKEN IN RELATION TO THE COUNCIL’S LANDS 
 
The Council noted the action taken to secure the Council’s land. 
 

 

761. CLOSURE 
 

The meeting was closed at 8.44pm and the date of the next meeting confirmed 
as Tuesday 10th March 2020 at 7pm. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Councillor Gillard 

Chairman 
 
 
 
 
 
 


