
Woodbridge’s District Councillors Report 

 

Following the elections on May 7th, Kay Yule & Chris Mapey were returned by Woodbridge 

as the Woodbridge representatives to East Suffolk Council, the newly formed body created 

from the merger of Waveney & Suffolk Coastal District Councils that now covers the entire 

East Suffolk region, and is the largest district council in the UK. 

 

Kay & Chris have met several times since the elections, and have decided that despite party 

differences, these should be set aside as often as practicably possible to ensure that 

Woodbridge gets the clear & efficient representation it needs to this new Council. 

 

This reflects the general mood within the East Suffolk council chamber; one of collaborative 

working, rather than operating within entrenched party boundaries. 

Drop In Surgeries 

 

We will be holding joint surgeries available to all, on a drop in basis bi-monthly on the 1st 

Saturday, with appointments available at alternative / interim times. It is our intention to 

start these at The Angel, Theatre Street, Woodbridge between 10.30am & noon on the 6th 

July, with the next ‘drop-in’ surgery being on the 7th September. These are ‘drop-in’ 

sessions, with no appointment necessary, but of course if you’d like to meet either / boh of 

us to discuss a matter between these dates, please get in touch with us. 

 

It is also our intention to work collaboratively with our neighbouring councillors in Melton, 

Martlesham as well as the Deben ward. It makes sense for the representatives for the entire 

‘Deben Corridor’ to be accessible in one meeting at the same time. 

 

Environmental issues will be well represented at these meetings, with James Mallinder (the 

Councillor for neighbouring Deben Ward) being is the East Suffolk Council Cabinet Member 

with this responsibility. 

Responsibilities within our Council Roles 

Planning is always a hotly debated area of local government, and we can offer an efficient 

voice for these matters, with Kay sitting on the East Suffolk Council Southern planning 

committee, and Chris having a place on the planning sub-committee of Woodbridge Town 

Council. 

The East Suffolk Council Strategic Planning Committee – formed of members of North & 

South planning committees, plus Cabinet member for Planning & Coastal Management (Cllr 

David Ritchie) is due to convene for the first time on 10th June to set out terms of 

engagement for this body, so Cllr Yule will report back in our next update from this. 

Chris has also been appointed to the East Suffolk Council Audit & Governance Committee, 

which is due to sit for the first time since the elections in late July; he also sits on 

Woodbridge Town Council, having been returned by Seckford Ward at the same time, so 



can offer a good link & an effective voice between these important two tiers of local 

government. 

Representations to ‘outside bodies’ 

 

Chris Mapey is the elected representative to the Kyson Fairways Committee from East 

Suffolk District Council, and Kay Yule is likely to be one of the representatives from the 

council to the East Suffolk Travellers Association, subject to final confirmation. 

Chris is also a volunteer director (and past chair) of Choose Woodbridge CiC, a ‘not for 

profit’ community interest company that grew out of the Chamber of Commerce to act as a 

news hub & promotional tool for Woodbridge, being solely funded by its member 

businesses. 

 

Woodbridge  

We have received notification of some proposed changes to area boundaries for the 

Woodbridge Conservation Area, we are examining these and there will be ample 

opportunity to consult on these both at Town Council level or by approaching either of us. 

We are currently working with Woodbridge Town Council to compile a unified approach 

that best suits the town. 

 

Joint Highways Meetings are planned, involving County Council, District & Town Council 

representatives as well as members of the SCC Highways team. Please feel free to raise any 

issues with either of us to be brought up at this meeting. 

 

Any changes / revision to the new council planning areas will be published in due course. 

 

Conclusion 

 

There are many more induction meetings & training for both of us to undergo, but we both 

wish to remain approachable and easily contactable by any Woodbridge residents to discuss 

any issues. Please email us in the first instance or drop into our planned surgery sessions. 

 

 

 

 

 


