WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of an on-line meeting of the TOWN COUNCIL held on TUESDAY 215t APRIL 2020 at 7pm

Councillors:

Present: S Bale, Lady C Blois (item 826 only), P Gillard, G Holdcroft, J Jewers, C Mapey,
S Miller, E O’Nolan, S Rawlings, R Sanders, M Sutton, M Sylvester,
S Thompson, M Walsh and M Wilks

Apologies: A Semmens

In Attendance: Locum Town Clerk, Deputy Town Clerk, Finance Assistant,

County Councillor Page and nine members of the public
Action

817. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence had been received from Councillor Semmens. Councillors
Bale, Gillard, Holdcroft, Jewers, Mapey, Miller, O’Nolan, Rawlings, Sanders,
Sutton, Sylvester, Thompson, Walsh and Wilks requested prior approval of any
absence brought about by the COVID19 pandemic until 7" May 2021, which was
agreed by the Council.

818. MEMBERS AND OFFICERS WERE INVITED TO MAKE ANY DECLARATIONS
OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY OR LOCAL NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS
THAT THEY MAY HAVE IN RELATION TO ITEMS ON THE AGENDA AND
WERE ALSO REMINDED TO MAKE ANY DECLARATIONS AT ANY STAGE
DURING THE MEETING IF IT BECOMES APPARENT THAT THIS MAY BE
REQUIRED WHEN A PARTICULAR ITEM OR ISSUE IS CONSIDERED, AND
TO DEAL WITH DISPENSATIONS AS REQUESTED BY INDIVIDUAL
COUNCILLORS IN LINE WITH S33 OF THE LOCALISM ACT 2011

Councillors Bale, Gillard, Holdcroft, Jewers, Mapey, Miller, O’'Nolan, Rawlings,
Sanders, Sutton, Sylvester, Thompson, Walsh and Wilks declared an interest in
item 825 as members of the Woodbridge Emergency Response Group.
Councillor Sutton declared an interest as a Director of Woodbridge Riverside
Trust.

819. COUNCILLORS WITH A PECUNIARY INTEREST IN AN ITEM ON THIS
AGENDA, WHO WISH TO REMAIN, SPEAK AND/OR VOTE DURING
CONSIDERATION OF THAT ITEM, MAY APPLY FOR A DISPENSATION BY
WRITING TO THE TOWN CLERK PRIOR TO THE MEETING. APPLICATIONS
MAY ALSO BE CONSIDERED AT THE MEETING ITSELF SHOULD THE
NATURE OF THE INTEREST BECOME APPARENT TO A COUNCILLOR AT
THE TIME OF THE MEETING

Councillors Bale, Gillard, Holdcroft, Jewers, Mapey, Miller, O’'Nolan, Rawlings,
Sanders, Sutton, Sylvester, Thompson, Walsh and Wilks requested a

199



820.

821.

822.

823.

dispensation, which was granted, to enable them to remain, speak and vote on
matters regarding the Woodbridge Emergency Response Group.

CONFIRMATION OF COUNCIL MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
OF 23'Y MARCH 2020

The minutes of the meeting held 23 March 2020 were agreed and signed as a
true record.

TO RECEIVE REPORT FROM THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR

County Councillor Page invited questions or comments on her previously-
circulated report and the bullet point notes from briefings with Suffolk County
Council managers. She drew particular attention to the note that not all residents
entering care homes from hospital were free of COVID19, and the concerns that
there was a potential at this time of confinement for an increase in domestic abuse
in all its forms.

Councillor Miller asked if County Councillor Page could ascertain what the County
Council’s position was in respect of providing additional support and/or resources
to care homes, their staff and patients and County Councillor Page indicated she
would raise it at the next briefing on 28™ April.

TO RECEIVE REPORT FROM THE DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

District Councillor Mapey reported that he had been able to utilise the remainder
of his Enabling Grant monies by giving it to the Open Kitchen who had supplied
ready-meals for NHS staff. District Councillor Mapey reported that East Suffolk
Council had been impressed by, and were grateful for, the organisation and work
of the Emergency Response Group.

ACCOUNTS AND PAYMENTS

It was resolved unanimously that the accounts and payment lists, bank balances,
HSBC.net report and Corporate Card Report be approved. It was noted that two
authorised councillors from the Finance and Staffing Committee had checked and
signed the figures for the accounts prior to the meeting:

Income to 315t March 2020 £398,161.00

Expenditure to 315t March 2020 £397,947.00

Income and expenditure against budget to 315t March 2020

Bank reconciliation and supporting bank statements to 315t March 2020
£561,105.40

The Accounts and Payment list for April 2020 £44,435.95

The HSBC.net report for April 2020 £6,318.03

The HSBC Corporate Card report March 2020 £14.39

Summary of Direct Debit payments to 315t March 2020 £647.51

Debtors’ Report to 315t March 2020
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824.

825.

826.

TO NOTE THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE TOWN COUNCIL AND THE
WOODBRIDGE EMERGENCY RESPONSE GROUP

The Council noted the relationship between the Town Council and the
Woodbridge Emergency Response Group in that the Town Council was offering
funding and the use of its facilities to the Group during the period of the COVID19
crisis.

TO RECEIVE A PRESENTATION ON THE WORK OF THE WOODBRIDGE
EMERGENCY RESPONSE GROUP

The Council received a presentation on the work, to date, of the Woodbridge
Emergency Response Group. Organised into a number of specialist sub-groups
it was now receiving 40 telephone calls for help a day, with a core of twenty-one
trained call-handlers operating 9am to 6pm Monday to Friday, 9am to 1pm
Saturday but with the ability to be notified by text message of any calls received
outside those hours.

There were 305 volunteers, 40 of whom were doing driving/delivery duties, 12
doing outreach telephone support. To date 665 residents had registered their
details with the group as being in need of support and over 1500 prescriptions
had been delivered across Woodbridge, Melton and old Martlesham.

Councillor Miller was reassured that those volunteers who were not currently
actively involved had been written to, with an indication that they were still
required in case of an increase in demand or the loss of a current active volunteer.

Councillor O’Nolan indicated that the seemingly simple task of delivering
prescriptions was both complex and intricate and that at the moment those drivers
who had been trained were able to deal with the volume, so a rotation with new
drivers was to be avoided.

Councillor Jewers raised the issue of the difficulty of residents adhering to the 2-
metre social distancing in the Turban Centre walkway, and within the two food
shops open in town.

TO NOTE THE DECISIONS TAKEN UNDER DELEGATED POWERS BY THE
TOWN CLERK IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE MAYOR OR CHAIR OF
COMMITTEE

The Council noted and approved the decisions taken under delegated powers by
the Town Clerk in conjunction with the Mayor or Chair of Committee.
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827. TO CONSIDER THE SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS IN RELATION

828.

TO ALL COMMITTEES EXCEPT PLANNING AND THE INTEGRATION OF
THEIR FUNCTIONS INTO FULL COUNCIL MEETINGS UNTIL THE END OF
THE EMERGENCY OR 7th MAY 2021 WHICHEVER IS THE SOONER

The Council were advised that most of its contractors were themselves in
lockdown and there was minimal Council business, other than that prescribed by
law, taking place. The Council agreed to the suspension of Standing Orders in
relation to all Committees except Planning and Staffing and the integration of their
functions into Full Council meetings until the end of the emergency or 7th May
2021, whichever is the sooner.

CLOSURE

The meeting was closed at 7.50pm

Councillor Gillard
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