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WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the TOWN COUNCIL held in the 
Shire Hall, Market Hill, Woodbridge, on TUESDAY 14 MAY 2019 at 7.00p.m. 
 
Councillors: 
 
Present:  D Mortimer, Councillors S Bale, Lady C Blois, S Evans, P Gillard, G Holdcroft, 

J Jewers, C Mapey, S Miller, E O’Nolan, S Rawlings A Semmens, S 
Thompson, M Walsh and M Wilks 

      
Apologies:  M Sylvester (Personal reasons) 
 
Absent without None 
Apologies:   
 
In Attendance: Town Clerk, Finance Assistant (Minute Taker), EADT Reporter, District 

Councillor Lynch, Mrs Hilary Slater (Monitoring Officer East Suffolk Council), 
Council County Councillor Page, and 17 members of the public. 

 
 
1. ELECTION OF THE TOWN MAYOR FOR THE YEAR COMMENCING 14 MAY 2019 
 

Town Mayor, David Mortimer, in the chair. 
 
It was proposed and seconded that Cllr O’Nolan be elected as Town Mayor for the ensuing 
Civic Year. 
 
RESOLVED that Cllr O’Nolan be elected Town Mayor for the ensuing Civic Year 2019-
20. 
 

 Councillor O’Nolan was invested with the Mayor’s Chain of Office. 
 
 Town Mayor, Cllr O’Nolan, in the chair. 
 
 The Mayor asked Cllr Catherine Walsh to be his consort and she accepted. 
 
2. ELECTION OF THE DEPUTY MAYOR FOR THE YEAR COMMENCING 14 MAY 2019 
 

It was proposed and seconded that Cllr Bale be elected as Deputy Mayor for the ensuing 
Civic Year.   
 
A vote was taken and IT WAS RESOLVED that Cllr Bale be elected Deputy Mayor for the 
ensuing Civic Year 2019-20. 
 

3. MEMBERS AND OFFICERS WERE INVITED TO MAKE ANY DECLARATIONS OF  
DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY OR LOCAL NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS THAT THEY 

MAY HAVE IN RELATION TO ITEMS ON THE AGENDA AND WERE ALSO REMINDED TO 

MAKE ANY DECLARATIONS AT ANY STAGE DURING THE MEETING IF IT BECOMES 

APPARENT THAT THIS MAY BE REQUIRED WHEN A PARTICULAR ITEM OR ISSUE IS 

CONSIDERED, AND TO DEAL WITH DISPENSATIONS AS REQUESTED BY INDIVIDUAL 

COUNCILLORS IN LINE WITH S33 OF THE LOCALISM ACT 2011 
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Cllr O’Nolan, Cllr Gillard, Cllr Blois, Cllr Rawlings and Cllr Walsh declared a personal           

interest in Item 24. 

 

Cllr Rawlings also declared an interest in Item 12 as she is a Tide Mill Steward. 

 
4. COUNCILLORS WITH A PECUNIARY INTEREST IN AN ITEM ON THIS AGENDA, WHO 

WISH TO REMAIN, SPEAK AND/OR VOTE DURING CONSIDERATION OF THAT ITEM, 

MAY APPLY FOR A DISPENSATION BY WRITING TO THE TOWN CLERK PRIOR TO THE 

MEETING. APPLICATIONS MAY ALSO BE CONSIDERED AT THE MEETING ITSELF 

SHOULD THE NATURE OF THE INTEREST BECOME APPARENT TO A COUNCILLOR 

AT THE TIME OF THE MEETING. 

 

There were none. 

 

5. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

 

Five members of the public spoke. 

 

The first member of the public asked if the Council would consider flying a flag on Suffolk Pride 

day which was to be on 22 June 2019. 

 

The second member of the public questioned the Town Clerk on budgetary matters and 

received a reply. 

 

The third member of the public wanted to specifically address item 24. 

 

The fourth member of the public commented that they found the Town Council website difficult 

to follow and had little transparency. He also asked about progress and public consultation 

with implementation of the 20 mph speed restrictions in Woodbridge and Thoroughfare traffic 

restrictions. 

 

The fifth member of the public asked for Woodbridge to declare a Declaration of a Climate 

Emergency. 

 

6. TO CONSIDER REPORT FROM THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR  

 

 The report from the County Councillor had been circulated in advance of the meeting and IT 
WAS RESOLVED that it be noted. 

 

7. TO CONSIDER REPORT FROM THE DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

 

 The joint report from the outgoing District Councillors had been circulated in advance of the 
meeting and IT WAS RESOLVED that it be accepted. 

 

8. CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE AGM HELD ON 15 MAY 2018  
 

The Chairman that the minutes of the AGM of 15 May 2018 had been signed at the Town 
Council Meeting in June 2018. 
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9. TO CONSIDER REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS FROM COMMITTEES AND SUB-
COMMITTEES 
 
The following minutes of meetings were considered and noted.    

 
(a) Town Council meeting of 12 March 2019 
(b) Planning Committee meeting of 19 March 2019 
(c) Planning Committee meeting of 2 April 2019 
(d) Town Council meeting of 9 April 2019 
(e) Planning Committee meeting of 16 April 2019 
(f) Planning Committee meeting of 30 April 2019 

 
10. ACCOUNTS AND PAYMENTS 
 

To consider and agree the following financial reports. It was noted that an authorised 

Councillor from the Finance and Staffing Committee had checked and signed the figures for 

the accounts prior to the meeting. 

 

a. The Accounts and Payment list for May 2019 £14,958.58 

b. The Bank Balances for March 2019 £561,948.75 

c. The HSBC.net reports for May 2019 £14,076.58 

d. The HSBC Corporate Card report for April 2019 £264.36 

 

IT WAS RESOLVED unanimously that the accounts and payment lists, bank balances, 

HSBC.net reports and Corporate Card Report be approved.  

 
11. DEBTORS REPORT FOR MAY 2019 
 

The Town Clerk spoke to the debtors report by saying that she was very concerned by a 
large debt that had been outstanding for six months. 

 
12. REVIEW OF REPRESENTATION ON OR WORK WITH EXTERNAL BODIES AND 

ARRANGEMENTS FOR REPORTING BACK 
 

The Mayor referred Council to the schedule of proposed representation on or work with 
external bodies and arrangements for reporting back. 
 
At this point Councillors Holdcroft and Mapey reported a non-pecuniary interest in this item 
as they were Directors of the Choose Woodbridge.  Councillor Rawlings declared a non-
pecuniary interest as she was a Trustee of the Woodbridge Museum Trust. 
 
IT WAS RESOLVED that the Members be appointed and that the schedule of 
arrangements for reporting back be adopted (with the exception of Woodbridge 
Museum Trust which was deferred) for the ensuing Civic Year 2019-20 as follows:- 
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 Committee/Outside Body Current 
Councillor(s)/WTC 
Representative 

Report to Frequency 

i. Choose Woodbridge Bale & O’Nolan Town Council 6 monthly 

ii. Community Hall Management 
Committee 

Gillard & Jewers Finance and 
Staffing 

 

iii. Greenprint Environmental 
Forum 

Wilks Amenities 6 monthly 

iv. Leiston & District CAB Steering 
Group (incorporating the 
Woodbridge Outreach CAB) 

Town Mayor Town Council 6 monthly 

v. Parish Tree Warden Blois & Semmens Amenities 6 monthly 

vi. Public Transport Liaison Officer Walsh Town Council 6 monthly 

vii. Regatta Committee Deputy Mayor & 
Holdcroft 

Town Council Annually in 
September 

viii. Tide Mill Trust Town Mayor & 
Holdcroft, 
Thompson & 
Semmens 

Town Council 6 monthly 

ix. SALC Town Mayor & 
Deputy Mayor 

Town Council 6 monthly 

x. Woodbridge In Bloom 
Committee 

Evans & Walsh Amenities 6 monthly 

xi. Woodbridge SNT Forum Blois, Miller & 
Walsh 

Town Council 6 monthly 

xii. Woodbridge Museum Trustees Deferred Amenities 6 monthly 

xiii. Seckford Foundation Cllr Holdcroft Town Council 6 monthly 

 
13. APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO EXISTING COMMITTEES 
 

The Mayor referred Council to the schedule of proposed appointments to Council’s 
Committees. 
 
IT WAS RESOLVED that the following appointments are made of Members to existing 
Committees for the ensuing Civic Year 2019-20:- 

 
i. Amenities Committee – Councillors Blois, Evans, Gillard, Jewers, Mapey, Miller,  

Rawlings, Walsh and Wilks 
 

ii. Finance and Staffing Committee  - Councillors Bale, Evans, Gillard, Holdcroft, 
Rawlings, Semmens, Sylvester, Thompson and Walsh 

 
iii. Highways Committee – Councillors Blois, Gillard, Semmens, Sylvester and Thompson 

 
iv. Planning Committee – Councillors Bale, Blois, Evans, Holdcroft, Jewers, Mapey, Miller, 

Semmens and Walsh 
 

Sub committees: 
 
i. Asset Transfer Sub-Committee – Town Mayor plus Chairmen of Amenities, Finance and 

Staffing, Highways Advisory and Planning Committees 
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ii. Standing Order Sub-Committee – Councillors Bale, Gillard, Holdcroft, Jewers, Wilks 
 

 
14. APPOINTMENT OF ANY NEW COMMITTEES IN ACCORDANCE WITH STANDING 

ORDERS 
 

The Mayor stated that he wanted to appoint a new standing committee, Climate Emergency 
Committee.  This was to be discussed by the Standing Orders Sub-Committee. 

 
15. TO CONSIDER & APPROVE THE ANNUAL RETURN AND FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

INCLUDING THE ANNUAL GOVERNANCE AND ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN 2018/2019 
 
The Town Clerk reminded councillors that this item should be signed off at the AGM.  This 
item in its entirety was deferred. 
 

16. REVIEW AND ADOPTION OF APPROPRIATE STANDING ORDERS AND FINANCIAL 
REGULATIONS 

 
The Town Clerk reminded councillors that this item should be signed off at the AGM.  This 
item in its entirety was deferred. 
 

17. REVIEW OF ARRANGMENTS, INCLUDING ANY CHARTERS AND AGENCY 
AGREEMENTS, WITH OTHER LOCAL AUTHORITIES AND REVIEW OF 
CONTRIBUTIONS MADE TO EXPENITURE INCURRED BY OTHER LOCAL 
AUTHORITIES  

 
There were none. 

 
18. REVIEW OF INVENTORY OF LAND AND ASSETS INCLUDING BUIDINGS AND OFFICE 

EQUIPMENT 
 

Council reviewed the Inventory of Land and Assets including buildings and office equipment 
for the year ending 31 March 2019. 
 

 IT WAS RESOLVED that the Council’s Asset Register to 31 March 2019 be adopted as 
presented. 

 
19. CONFIRMATION OF ARRANGEMENTS FOR INSURANCE COVER IN RESPECT OF ALL 

INSURED RISKS 
 

Council considered its insurance arrangements for 2019/20. 
  
IT WAS RESOLVED that the arrangements for insurance cover in respect of all insured 
risks be confirmed as adequate for 2019/20. 
 

20. REVIEW OF THE COUNCIL’S AND/OR STAFF SUBSCRIPTIONS TO OTHER BODIES 
 

Council reviewed the documentation.   
 
IT WAS RESOLVED that Council’s and/or Staff Subscriptions to Other Bodies 
document be approved as presented. 
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21. TO DECLARE GENERAL POWER OF COMPETENCY 
The Town Clerk was asked to explain what this was meant. 

 
IT WAS RESOLVED that the Council’s General Power of Competency be adopted as 
presented. 

 
22. REVIEW OF COUNCIL POLICIES 

 
Council considered Polices as listed:- 
 

a. Freedom of Information Act 
b. Data Protection Policy 
c. Privacy Notice 
d. Complaints Procedure 
e. Subject Access Request Policy 
f. Subject Access Request Procedure 
g. DPIA Assessment Checklist 

 
IT WAS RESOLVED to approve and adopt the Council’s procedures as listed. 

 
23. DETERMINING THE TIME AND PLACE OF ORDINARY MEETINGS OF THE FULL 

COUNCIL UP TO AND INCLUDING THE NEXT ANNUAL MEETING OF THE COUNCIL 
 

The Schedule of meetings up to and including the next annual meeting of the council was 
presented to Council. 
 
IT WAS RESOLVED that the schedule be approved and adopted as presented with the 
exception of the Highways Advisory Committee. 

 
24. TO REVIEW AND DECIDE WHETHER TO IMPLEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE 

EAST SUFFOLK COUNCIL’S AUDIT AND GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE 
 

Councillors Blois, Gillard, O’Nolan, Rawlings and Walsh left the room.   Councillor Bale took 
the Chair. 
 
The Monitoring Officer and District Councillor explained the background to this item and the 
depth of the investigation into it.  They went on to say that the investigation had shown that 
Councillors Gillard and O’Nolan had been shown to have breached the Suffolk Code of 
Conduct.  This had been heard by the Audit and Governance Committee of the District 
Council who made three recommendations to WTC: 
 

 Issue the Councillors with a motion of censure 

 Request that the Councillors offer a letter of apology to the Council 

 Undertake training in the Suffolk Code of Conduct. 
 

Councillors were told that they could accept all or any of the three recommendations.   
 
IT WAS RESOLVED to note all of the recommendations for both Councillors but that they 
would ask Councillors Gillard and O’Nolan to undertake training on the Suffolk Code of 
Conduct.  

Councillor O’ Nolan 
Chairman 


