WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of an on-line Meeting of the EXTRAORDINARY TOWN COUNCIL held on TUESDAY 5™

JANUARY 2021 at 7pm
Councillors:
Present: S Bale, Lady C Blois (exceptitem 727-732), P Gillard, G Holdcroft, J Jewers (except

part item 733 and items 734-735), C Mapey, S Miller, E O’Nolan, S Rawlings, R
Sanders, M Sutton, M Sylvester, C Walsh, and M Wilks

In Attendance: Locum Town Clerk, Locum Deputy Town Clerk, District Councillor Yule and two

727.

728.

729.

730.

731.

members of the public.

Action

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were no apologies for absence.

_TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Gillard and Jewers declared a local non-pecuniary interest in items 733 and
734 as the Council’s appointed representative on the Community Hall Management
Committee.

No other Members declared any interests in matters on the agenda.

TO CONSIDER REQUEST FOR DISPENSATIONS

There were no requests from Councillors with a Pecuniary Interest in any item on this
Agenda to remain, speak and/or vote during consideration of that item.

TO AGREE AND APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 14™ DECEMBER 2020

The Council agreed and approved the signing of the minutes of the meeting held on
14t December 2020.

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

A representative of the Community Hall Management Committee spoke of their work
over the past year and expressed regret at the issue of the Notice to Quit.

Councillor Yule asked if an email to the Clerk had been circulated to all Councillors,
which was confirmed.
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733.

734.
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TO EXCLUDE THE PUBLIC AND PRESS FROM THE REMAINDER OF THE MEETING IN

ACCORD WITH THE PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSIONS TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 BECAUSE

OF THE CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION BEING DISCUSSED

The Council agreed to exclude the public and press from the remainder of the meeting
in accord with the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 because of the
confidential information being discussed.

TO REVIEW THE OPINION OF BIRKETTS ON THE SECTIONS ENTITLED 'MANAGEMENT

AGREEMENT' AND 'LEASE' IN THE OPEN LETTER TO BIRKETTS OF 16 DECEMBER 2020

WITH RESPECT TO CASE LAW AND THE VALIDITY, OR OTHERWISE, OF THE

CONCLUSIONS OF BOTH SECTIONS AND AGREE FURTHER ACTION AS A CONSEQUENCE

OF THAT OPINION

The Council reviewed the legal advice received from Birketts dated 4th January 2021
and the full version of the Land Registration document, the original electronic version
held at the Land Registry and on this Council’s files being incomplete.

The Council agreed to ask Birketts to review their previous advice in the light of the full
Land Registration document’s contents, and whether the Notice to Quit should be held
over, but not enacted, whilst discussions continued with the Community Hall
Committee.

The Chair asked Members who had views as to the future management arrangements
regarding the Community Hall to submit them in writing to the Town Clerk by the 15th
January in order that they could form part of the discussion at the meeting being held
on 26th January. The Town Clerk was instructed to seek legal opinion on any options
put forward in time for the meeting on 26" January.

TO NOTE THE MATTERS DISCUSSED AT THE MEETING BETWEEN THE CHAIR OF THE
COMMUNITY HALL TRUSTEES AND THE LOCUM TOWN CLERK

The Council noted the report from the Locum Town Clerk.
CLOSURE

The meeting was closed at 7.50pm.

Councillor Bale
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Chair



